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Uproar on possible charges facing authority workers 

UNION HOPES FOR 
PARKING U-TURN 


Report by David Cosgrove 


UNION bosses remain hopeful 
Sandwell Council will make 
a U-turn on plans to bring 
in parking charges for 1,000 
council workers. 

Employees at the authority will be 
forced to pay for parking while at 
work as part of a revamp of parking 
charges across the borough. 

However, Tony Barnsley, the joint branch 
secretary of public services union Unison in 
Sandwell, said that he retains hope that the 
council will see sense and axe the planned 
shake-up. 

The workers currently do not have to pay 
to leave their cars parked at the main council 
house, which is situated off West Bromwich 
Street, in Oldbury. 

But hundreds of employees face having to pay 
£4 a day, or up to £900 a year under the scheme. 

A petition opposing the plan signed by 711 
workers was presented to the council at its lat¬ 
est cabinet meeting. 

Mr Barnsley said: “We collected 667 names 
in 48 hours and that gives a sense of the feeling 
amongst our membership. 

Exclude 

“Normally we don’t get that kind of response 
that quickly and we hope the council considers 
the strength of feeling so hopefully they take 
our points of view on board. 

“We asked if they would exclude Sandwell 
Council House from the consultation but at the 
moment they’re not doing that. 

“That was built as a staff car park and is a 
staff car park. 

“The public aren’t going to park there and 
the council pays rates as a staff car park.” 

Off-street parking charges across the bor¬ 
ough would be set at 40p an hour under the new 
plans, which would come into effect as soon as 
possible in the new financial year. 

Council leader Darren Cooper admitted that 
the authority is stuck between a rock and a hard 
place when discussing the plans last month. 

He said: “We’re having to make very difficult 
decisions. 

“Would we be doing this if we didn’t face the 
cuts we’re facing? 

“We wouldn’t. 

“It’s an impossible choice for us - we’re doing 
all we can to protect front line services that are 
most important to people. 

“We’re damned if we do and damned if we 
don’t.” 

Sandwell Council is looking to save up to £40 
million from its budget which has already been 
reduced by £132 million since 2010. 



, BAD AND THE UGLY SISTERS FOR REP’S PANTO 


Oldbury Rep’s Cinderella - George Clayton as Diptheria, Fiona Robinson as Cinderella, Rory Rollason as Buttons and Ian Thompson as Hernia 

OLDBURY Rep dances into the New Year all the eligible girls from miles around are visit www.oldburyrep.org. Oldbury Rep has 
with it’s sparkling pantomime Cinderella, invited. The audience can see how the story been hosting plays in different forms since 
which has been adapted by one of the troupe’s unfolds with a few new twists and characters 1939 and celebrated its 75th anniversary last 
own members, Ian Thompson. on the way.” year. 

The panto takes to the stage at The Barlow Matinees will take place on January 9,10 Meanwhile, there are special film screen - 
Playhouse, Langley, from January 9 to Jan- and 16, from 2.30pm, with evening perfor- ings taking place in March, when highlights 

uary 16. mances at 7.30pm. will include Spectre, Lady in the Van and 

Rep press officer, Alan Wood said: “The Tickets costing £10 to £11 can be snapped Bridge of Spies, 
story follows the traditional tale of Cinderella up on the door every night, from 7pm. Details on all these will follow, but all films 

being bossed around by her step-sisters, step- Tickets can also be bought in person from are shown on the Rep’s 16ft screen with high 

mother and ignored by her father, Baron Har- the box office on Monday evenings, from quality Digital projection in the 170-seat au- 

dup. When the king decides to throw a ball to 7.30pm, or by calling 0121 5522761. ditorium. Tickets are still just £3.50 and the 

try and get his son, Prince Charming, to wed, For further information, or to book online, performances start at 7.30pm. 


INFERNO 

Family who escaped 
hotel blaze stranded 

THE NIGHTMARE continues for a family 
who were evacuated from a Dubai hotel as 
it went up in flames, as they are likely to be 
stranded there until Monday. 

Shah Ahad, his wife Sheuli Khatun and 
two children Zaeed, 11 and Aneeqa, six, 
who live in Wednesbury, were moved from 
the luxury Address Downtown hotel after 
a huge blaze on New Year’s Eve, but their 
passports were lost in the blaze. They, 
along with nine other relatives from Lon¬ 
don ,were due to fly back on Saturday. 

• Children - Page 6 

EMERGENCY 

Room damaged 
as heater ignites 

A FLAT fire in Smethwick destroyed 
large parts of a front room. The blaze 
at the property in Stanhope Road was 
caused by an electric heater. 

Three fire crews tackled the flames. 
An elderly woman had vacated the 
flat by the time firefighters arrived at 
around 9.30am on Monday. 

Fire crews from Smethwick, Hand- 
sworth and Ladywood attended. The 
woman suffered injuries which were 
not related to the fire and was taken to 
Birmingham City Hospital to be treated. 

COUNCIL 

M6 LED hoardings 
set to get backing 

THE final hurdle for controversial adver¬ 
tising hoardings in West Bromwich is set 
to be cleared as the scheme heads to full 
council meeting to be rubber stamped next 
week. 

The plan to put up two giant, 24ft wide 
LED screens, which will overlook the M5 
and M6 in the Black Country and stand off 
Ray Hall Lane between West Bromwich 
and Great Barr, was approved last month. 

Now in a meeting on Tuesday, council¬ 
lors will hear proposals from Nick Bubalo, 
director of Regeneration and Economy on 
moving forward with the plans and it is ex¬ 
pected to be a rubber stamping exercise. 
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Shops and homes plan for print site 



Kenrick and Jefferson site 


A LANDMARK building is set to be 
transformed into shops and apartments 
after going on the market for £750,000. 

The iconic Kenrick and Jefferson 
printing offices site, in front of the Astle 
Park shopping centre, West Bromwich, 
will have two ground floor shops and 14 
apartments on the two floors above. 

The grade II listed building dates 
back to 1883 when it was constructed as 
the new printing and publishing offices. 

The building, being sold through 
Right Move, is to undergo a full refur¬ 
bishment to restore the building back 
to “real local significance”. 


Mohinder Tagger, Councillor for 
West Bromwich Central, said: “It has 
been empty and has looked in a bad way 
for a long time.” 

The building was bought by DR 
Developments in Birmingham for 
£240,000 after it failed to sell at auc¬ 
tion in 2012. 

Grade II listed Astle House had re¬ 
peatedly failed to sell and owners Bond 
Wolfe were forced to cut its guide price 
from £525,000 to £350,000 when it 
went to auction. 

The building had been left severely 
water-damaged and was infested with 


pigeons when it was taken by the com¬ 
pany, which was also behind plans to 
convert Handsworth’s Red Fort pub 
into a restaurant. 

DR Developments put three propos¬ 
als forward, which included seeing two 
floors of business space created along¬ 
side seven apartments, one-and-a-half 
floors dedicated to business with nine 
apartments or a ground floor restau¬ 
rant and 14 luxury apartments. 

The most recent plans could turn 
the ground floor into two ground floor 
shops with apartments above. 


Big fireworks crowds 
caught organisers out 


A FIREWORKS display which saw three people suf¬ 
fer injuries was given the go ahead by a council 
officer who was keen to prevent crowd unrest - de¬ 
spite warnings that spectators were standing too 
close, a new report has found. 

John Satchwell gave the order for the display to go ahead 
at Brunswick Park in Wednesbury amid safety concerns be¬ 


ing raised by pyrotechnicians. 

The parks and countryside 
manager even said he would 
‘take responsibility’ if anything 
went wrong. 

Three people were hurt when 
stray rockets hew into specta¬ 
tors at the display in November 
2014, as organisers struggled to 
contain the larger-than-expected 
crowd which crammed into the 
park for the Bonfire Night cele¬ 
brations. 

Pyrotechnicians had said they 
were unhappy that spectators 
were too close to where the fire¬ 
works would be lit, the council 
report investigating the incident 
said. 

Discussions 

The crowd was pushed back 
but some people remained closer 
than recommended under safety 
guidelines. They included a man 
who was left with a perforated 
eardrum after being struck by a 
firework. A 23-year-old man and 
seven-year-old girl were also 
hurt. 

The bonfire and fireworks dis¬ 
play was subsequently axed from 
Brunswick Park. 

The report lifted the lid on dis¬ 
cussions that were held between 
those in charge of the event, in¬ 
cluding Mr Satchwell, as they 
began to become concerned 
about the number of people en¬ 
tering the park. 

Around 12,000 people de¬ 
scended on the park on the 
night, more than double the 
amount from the previous year. 
The increase in spectators was 
put down to the event being free 
and the fact it was a clear night. 
To add to their problems, people 


By Richard Guttridge 

were stood in an area close to 
where the fireworks would be 
lit where spectators were not 
supposed to be stood for safety 
reasons. 

The report said attempts 
were made to clear the area, 
with wardens shouting instruc¬ 
tions through megaphones but 
people complained they could 
not understand what was being 
said. Wardens were also met 
with abuse when trying to shift 
people from the area, the report 
said. 

Fearing the prospect of trou¬ 
ble, Mr Satchwell then gave the 
order to start the display. 

The report said: “John Satch¬ 
well took the decision to com¬ 
mence the display at 7.50pm 
and stated that he would take 
responsibility for what hap¬ 
pened. The decision was made 
due to the possibility of further 
crowd unrest.” 

Under Health and Safety Ex¬ 
ecutive guidelines, spectators 
should have been at least 50 
metres away from the display. 
The spectator who suffered a 
perforated eardrum was 41 me¬ 
tres away. 

Following the investigation, 
it was recommended that bon¬ 
fire displays are not held at 
Brunswick Park and that all fu¬ 
ture displays are subject to ‘rig¬ 
orous documented planning’. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, 
cabinet member for highways 
and environment, said: “While 
extremely regrettable, the inci¬ 
dent at Brunswick Park was the 
first of its kind.” 


G’day for team to meet star 



Jason Donovan seen with the team of ladies who run Slimming World clubs in Sandwell 


SLIMMING World members had a real 
treat from Down Under after meeting 
former soap actor and pop star Jason Do¬ 
novan at their annual awards which took 
place in Birmingham. 

The team, who run groups in Sandwell, 
were delighted to get a chance to cuddle 
up to the Australian heartthrob when he 
swapped Ramsay Street for the Slimming 
World Awards. 

He co-hosted the event with the organi¬ 
sation’s chairwoman and founder, Marga¬ 
ret Miles-Bramwell OBE. 

Member Vinny Johnson said: “Meeting 
Jason was a wonderful way to round off a 
fabulous year for Slimming World, as well 
as a great way to get ready for another suc¬ 
cessful 12 months. 

“I couldn’t be prouder of our members. 

“They’ve lost fantastic amounts of 
weight throughout 2015. 

“Now I feel incredibly motivated and I 


can’t wait to support more people to lead 
healthier, happier lives in 2016.” 

Jason, who found fame on Aussie soap 
opera Neighbours before launching a 
pop music and stage career, said he was 
thrilled to meet the Slimming World con¬ 
sultants at the event, which was held at 
Birmingham’s International Convention 
Centre. 

He said: “At the awards I met lots of 
people who’ve lost incredible amounts of 
weight and it has completely changed their 
lives - in fact, it’s saved their lives in some 
cases. 

“And every single one of them told me 
that they couldn’t have made the changes 
they have to eat more healthily and be¬ 
come more active without the help and 
support of their Slimming World group 
and their consultant, so the people who 
run the groups are clearly very impor¬ 
tant.” 


Pneumonia 
tragedy for 
family as boy 
dies aged 15 

A 15-YEAR-OLD boy has died from 
pneumonia just five days after complain¬ 
ing of a cough - with his last words be¬ 
ing: “I love you Mum.” 

Callan Fendall-Betts began cough¬ 
ing on Boxing Day and his condition 
deteriorated over 
the following days 
before he died on 
New Year’s Eve. 

He had a lung 
condition but his 
family said it was 
not something that 
stopped him lead¬ 
ing a normal life or 
to be 

Tracey Betts and father 
Mark Fendall went from enjoying a 
normal Christmas with their two sons 
to having to make the heart-wrenching 
decision to tell doctors to stop providing 
Callan with oxygen on New Year’s Eve. 

Miss Betts, aged 50, of Lower Gor- 
nal, said: “He had a bit of a dry cough 
on Boxing Day night. He said he didn’t 
want anything to eat and I said ‘okay’. 
At that point we weren’t concerned. He 
was still laughing and chatting.” 

Deteriorated 

Callan was taken to see the doctor 
the next day and although he was quite 
poorly, he was well enough to be allowed 
home. But his condition deteriorated 
further. Mr Fendall said: “His breath¬ 
ing altered dramatically, he was really 
struggling to breathe.” 

An ambulance was called and though 
there was real concern for Callan, it 
didn’t cross his parents’ mind that it 
might be the last time he left his home. 

X-rays showed Callan had a major in¬ 
fection in his lungs and his parents were 
told he had pneumonia. 

His oxygen levels dropped dramati¬ 
cally during his final hours to the point 
doctors were having to pump oxygen 
into him. Miss Betts and Mr Fendall 
were left with a devastating choice. 

Mr Fendall said: “The nurse was giv¬ 
ing him oxygen and I said ‘you have just 
got to stop’. It wouldn’t have been fair 
to Callan, he wasn’t going to come back 
from it. He would have been excruciat¬ 
ing pain.” 

Tributes to the Ellowes Hall Sports 
College pupil, who was said to be pop¬ 
ular and a talented pianist, have poured 
in from friends. The school, where Cal- 
lan’s 14-year-old brother Jay is in Year 
9, held a special assembly on Tuesday, 
the first day of the new term. 

Firefighters rescue 
gull caught in line 

FIREFIGHTERS rescued a gull trapped 
in fishing line in Birmingham. 

They used a hydraulic platform to 
reach the stricken bird, which was high 
up in a tree on Selly Oak Road. 

A RSPCA officer was also at the scene 
to help with the rescue and to free the 
gull. The alarm had been raised after 
passers-by noticed the bird looking dis¬ 
tressed. 


was expected 
life-limiting. 
His mother 



Callan Fendall-Betts 
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• All phone screens A 
laptops repaired on site 

• iPhone 4, 5, 6 and iPad 
repairs carried out by a fully 
qualified iTechnician 

• Fast, efficient and reliable 
same-day service 
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£lOk grant 
for young 
to explore 
heritage 

SANDWELL Council has received a 
Sharing Heritage grant from the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund to help young peo¬ 
ple from a variety of ethnicities and 
cultures to explore their heritage. 

The project, Exploring Young Peo¬ 
ple’s Heritage in Sandwell and led by 
Sandwell Youth Offending Service, 
has been given £10,000 for young peo¬ 
ple from a variety of backgrounds to 
explore their heritage and the experi¬ 
ences of older generations. 

Sandwell Youth Offending Service 
is committed to working with young 
people and their families to enable 
young people to fulfil their potential. 

“This is an interesting project 
which will give local young people 
the chance to find out more about 
their cultural identity and that of 
their older relatives” said Councillor 
Simon Hackett, cabinet member for 
children’s services. 

Mike Botham, Service manager of 
Sandwell Youth Offending Service 
said “It’s great that we have been 
awarded this grant and we can’t wait 
to get started. 

“We are really passionate about 
learning more about the communities 
in Sandwell and exploring people’s 
traditions and experiences. We are 
looking forward to sharing our find¬ 
ings in an exhibition.” 

Vanessa Harbar, Head of the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund, West Midlands, 
said: “Heritage means such different 
things to different people, and HLF’s 
funding offers a wealth of opportu¬ 
nities for groups to explore and cele¬ 
brate what’s important to them.” 

work to start 
on flats soon 

WORK will finally begin on flats for 
first-time buyers in the centre of West 
Bromwich in ‘early spring’. 

The flats are part of the Govern¬ 
ment’s ‘starter homes’ programme 
and Sandwell Council has been 
awarded more than £1 million in 
funding. 

The scheme aims to provide for 
200,000 first-time buyers, who will be 
able to purchase new houses or flats at 
20 per cent discount. 

Sandwell Council leader Darren 
Cooper said: “We will look to begin 
work by early spring at the latest. 
I think the programme is fantastic 
news for West Bromwich and shows 
with the Government investing 
money in the area that there is a de¬ 
mand for people to live there. 

“It’s beneficial for everyone.” 

Collapsed sewer 
sparks closure 

A COLLAPSED sewer on the Hagley 
Road in Halesowen between Queens¬ 
way and Highfield Lane left the road 
closed. 

Reports were received about the 
collapse on Monday afternoon. 


Make splash with swim academy 



Wednesbury Leisure Centre 


LEARNER swimmers are set to 
benefit from improved swimming 
provision in the new year, thanks to 
the introduction of a pioneering new 
academy. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust will work 
in partnership with Walsall-based 
STA, to launch the new academy 
model at its six pools across the 
borough, including in Tipton and 
Wednesbury. 

The SLT Swim Academy pro¬ 
gramme aims to raise standards of 
swim teaching across the area by 
introducing a single teaching sys¬ 


tem and a standardised programme 
for lessons. The academy officially 
launched in November to coincide 
with the opening of the new Wednes¬ 
bury Leisure Centre. 

Now bosses have revealed the 
programme will be rolled out to the 
Leisure Trust’s other five sites as the 
new swimming term gets under way. 

Lisa Smith, STA’s senior account 
manager, said: “The successes of our 
other academies speak for themselves 
so we are very excited to launch this 
brand new programme in Sandwell. 

“Learning to swim is a vital life 


skill that all children should be 
given the opportunity to learn.” 
Sean Ryan, assistant operations at 
Sandwell Leisure Trust, said: “STA’s 
swimming courses are second to none 
and we believe by signing up for this 
programme, the 5,000 plus learners 
across the borough will receive the 
very highest standards of teaching.” 

The SLT Swim Academy will op¬ 
erate at Haden Hill leisure Centre, 
Langley Swimming Centre, Smeth¬ 
wick Swimming Centre, Portway 
Lifestyle Centre, Tipton Leisure Cen¬ 
tre and Wednesbury Leisure Centre. 


Caution as £30m retail 
park plan back on cards 


A £30 MILLION masterplan for a re¬ 
tail park in Oldbury which was first 
proposed almost two decades ago 
is being revived. 

Shops and a restaurant will be built on 
the 38-acre site known as The Junction 
on the former Hunts Foundry in Oldbury 
town centre, under the plans. 

But councillors in the town remain cautious 
about the development following the latest 
twist in what has been a long-running saga. 

A retail park was first mooted for the site 
near Oldbury Ringway 18 years ago, with plans 
coming and going in various guises ever since. 
The site, off West Bromwich Street, has long 
been left empty with buildings flattened near to 
Sandwell and Dudley railway station. 

A screening opinion - an application asking 
whether or not the development should be sub¬ 
ject to environmental impact assessment - has 
been sent to Sandwell Council with a full plan¬ 
ning application due to follow in the next few 
weeks. 

Timescale 

Ward councillor Mahboob Hussian said any 
developer promising to deliver the retail park 
must set out a timescale for when it will be de¬ 
livered. 

He said: “I am aware plans have been sub¬ 
mitted for the retail park again. 

“I understand it’s a different type of scheme 
and will bring in some large retail development. 

“This has been going on for 18 years, there 
have been a number of schemes that have come 
up. After 18 years, probably three different 
owners and 10 different schemes, whatever the 
scheme there needs to be some sort of timescale 
to start the work. 

“Otherwise what happens is they try to put a 
package together, then try to sell it on and then 
someone thinks of a different scheme. 

“As local members, we are here to help and 
anything will be welcome after all these years. 
But they need to be serious proposals.” 

The long-awaited development was due to 
transform the town with shops and restaurants 
and create more than 1,000 jobs but there have 
been many false dawns. 

It is understood the site is owned by Ham- 
merson, a firm behind many major retail 
developments in the country including Bir¬ 
mingham’s Bullring centre. 

Permission was initially granted for the 
shopping centre in November 2004. 


Hairdresser cuts ties after 30 years 



Retiring after 30 years of running the salon, owner Ann Richards, of Quinton, at Just Curls, Smethwick 


A HAIRDRESSER is cutting the 
line on her career after more than 
30 years in the business. 

Ann Richards, aged 69, from 
Quinton, has owned her shop 
‘Just Curls’ in Bearwood for over 
three decades and has handed the 
shop over to employee Stephanie 
Barnbrook. 

Ann said: “I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here. “It is the 
only thing I really wanted to do 
from the age of seven. I thought it 


was time for some ‘me’ time and 
for some rest.” 

Stephanie, 42, will be taking 
over the store in the New Year. 
She has worked for Ann for over 
25 years and described her as like 
a ‘second mother.’ Ann wanted to 
go to ‘hairdressing college’ once 
she left school, but her parents 
could not afford the fees. At the 
time the cost was around £100. 

She began working at Mitchell 
and Butlers brewery in Smeth¬ 


wick, aged 15, and continued her 
hairdressing at home. However 
she got a break aged 17, when a 
Birmingham hair salon, called 
Windsors, offered her a job and to 
train her up. 

From there Ann went on to 
work at numerous hairdressers, 
before setting up her own store. 

The hairdressing talent runs 
in the family. Her granddaughter 
Ellis is a hairdresser and grand¬ 
son Connor is a barber. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Honour for CBS 0 
violinist Catherine 

A BIRMINGHAM-BASED violinist 
and presenter has been awarded an 
MBE in the New Year’s Honours for 
her work inspiring young people to 
enjoy classical music. Catherine Arl- 
idge has played with 
the City of Birming¬ 
ham Symphony 
Orchestra for more 
than 20 years. 

As well as per¬ 
forming through¬ 
out the year with 
the CBSO, one of 
the world’s finest orchestras, she has 
started a number of projects aiming 
to engage young people in classical 
music. In addition to her work on 
the orchestra’s innovative family 
and schools concerts, she created and 
presents CBSO’s Notelets series of 
concerts for toddlers. Two years ago, 
Catherine created The Stringcredi- 
bles, a string quartet. 

Cafe jobs on the 
way after grant 

A COMMUNITY centre in West Bro¬ 
mwich has been awarded more than 
£50,000 to improve their cafe and con¬ 
ference facilities. The North Smeth¬ 
wick community centre’s £53,269 
grant awarded by Power to Change 
will enable it to improve the cafe and 
conference facilities. 

“We currently have one member 
of staff running our kitchen, which 
makes taking on catering contracts 
difficult,” Sue Howarth, chief execu¬ 
tive of the North Smethwick Develop¬ 
ment Trust, said. 

“But we are looking to employ three 
local apprentices with the Power to 
Change grant.” 

Shop in drinks 
licence battle 

A SHOP in Tipton has launched a bid 
to win back its premises licence which 
it lost following the seizure of non-du¬ 
ty paid alcohol. 

An application seeking to gain a 
licence for Lifestyle Express on Tiv- 
idale Road near the Burnt Tree junc¬ 
tion is due to come before councillors 
tomorrow. The store was stripped of 
its premises licence in February after 
police and trading standards officers 
found alcohol on which tax had not 
been paid. 

City’s tree recycling 
plans are outlined 

BIRMINGHAM City Council has 
announced its Christmas tree recy¬ 
cling arrangements. Real Christmas 
trees will be accepted until the end 
of month at Woodgate Country Park, 
Lickey Hills Country Park, Sheldon 
Country Park and Sutton Park. 

They will also be accepted at each of 
the city’s five household recycling cen¬ 
tres. In addition, St Mary’s Hospice 
will, for a small donation, be collect¬ 
ing Christmas trees on Saturday and 
Sunday January 9 and 10. 
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Dark Nights | new year sale up to 25% off 

TIME TO > 

UPGRADE SECURITY 


kitchens!) bathrooms [bedrooms 


* COMMENCING ON 
XSf WEDNESDAY 

ft 13TH JANUARY AT 8.30PM 

> » ATTHE 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA COLLEGE , 
COURT ROAD, HARBORNE, B179TG 

For details telephone Philip and 
Janet Jackson 

0121 422 3032 or 07758 160451 

www.harlequin-dance.co.uk 
Email: pipjak@blueyonder.co.uk 
Also classes for those who have danced before 
WE ALSO RUN CLASSES AT QUINTON AND 
BARTLEY GREEN PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 


FREE SECURITY CHECKS 

DON’T DELAY CALL NOW! 

• COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• LIGHTING/CCTV/LOCKS • KEY CUTTING SERVICE 


24HR Emergency Number 

07834 882294 


SAFES SUPPLIED 
AND FITTED 


132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B713HP 
www.wednesburylockandsafe.co.uk 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


0 Family business established over 25 years 
^ Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
^ FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

0 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we are 
here to help and advise what is right for you 
We project manage from start to finish 


m We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

^ All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
H' Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

• NICEIC Registered electricians 
iH Quality products at realistic prices 


NOWON 1ST FLOOR OFBMUAMS SALES & LETTINGS 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 

iiflEaLHomEcarE 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 

The Home Improvement Specialist 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER % ik 
RHODES 7, 

HERE it is. Another bright, shiny and to¬ 
tally unspoiled New Year. So who’s going 
to muck it up, then? Prediction - having 
pledged untold millions for flood defenc¬ 
es, David Cameron landed with the worst 
drought since 1976. 

HOW many of the media organisations 
condemning Oliver Letwin for his views on 
black people in the 1985 riots have taken 
a long, hard look into their own archives? 
Letwin’s assumptions and language may 
seem shocking today but they were com¬ 
mon enough 30 years ago. A trawl through 
the 1985 output of newspapers, radio and 
TV might produce a crop of red faces. 

AFTER sticking faithfully with BBC1 
through three episodes of And Then There 
Were None, the same old question about 
Agatha Christie’s plots won’t go away. 
How on earth did we make a national 
treasure out of a woman who peddled 
such implausible tosh? 

A READER offers a new social measure. 
If you’re still proud of owning your own 
house and your own car, he says, then 
you’re definitely working class. 

IT is weird enough seeing daffs sprout¬ 
ing and songbirds canoodling in this balmy 
winter. The really bizarre and unpleas¬ 
ant thing is the sight of so many blotchy 
blokes wearing shorts. Oh, dear. 

THE New Year kicked off with a dark 
warning that “dozens of moderate La¬ 
bour MPs” are prepared to quit Parliament 
rather than serve under Jeremy Corbyn? 

Oh, yeah? 
And do what? 
There are few 
jobs that pay 
£60,000 a year 
plus expenses, 
particularly if 
your only qual¬ 
ification is as 
a party activist 
and bag-carri¬ 
er. If 50 Labour MPs quit tomor¬ 
row, 1,000 Corbyn-loyal candidates would 
instantly step forward. The truth, beyond 
the worst imaginings of many Labour pol¬ 
iticians this time last year, is that Corbyn 
has not only won the party leadership but 
is not making a bad job of it. 

WE live in the age of the drone. These 
flying machines fitted with video cameras 
bring us unrivalled coverage of everything 
from gardening programmes to the TV 
news and are superb at capturing the ex¬ 
tent of the floods. For a few quid, produc¬ 
ers now have access to camera-angles 
that used to involve booking a helicopter 
and film crew for a whole day at ruinous 
expense. Good news for the programme 
makers and the TV viewers. Bad news, 
presumably, for the helicopter industry. 

DRIVERS are celebrating the price of 
petrol falling below £1 per litre. I reflect 
sadly on the day I decided I had to sell my 
wonderful old Rover 110 because petrol 
had just hit 50p per gallon. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Midland stars rewarded for efforts 



Goldie, aka, Clifford Price 


Walsall-born musician Goldie 
has said being awarded an MBE 
is the beginning, not the end of 
achievement for him. 

Goldie, whose real name is 
Clifford Price and also goes by 
the professional name of The 
Alchemist, was honoured for his 
contribution to the music, TV 
and film industries and his work 
with a number of charities. 

He was raised in the care sys¬ 
tem and spent a large part of his 
youth in Heath Town in Wolver¬ 
hampton. He became an honor¬ 
ary doctor of design to recognise 
his work as a performer and art¬ 
ist. “I turned 50 in September 
and I’ve always felt there’s more 
work to do,” he said. 

“From where I’ve come from, I 


look back at everything, all these 
people that influenced my life as 
a kid growing up in a really bad 
environment, it just makes it 
all worthwhile. We have choices 
in life when we’re young and I 
think a lot of things were stacked 
against me.” 

He made his name with his 
record Timeless, which is often 
described as one of most iconic 
British albums of the 90s. Hit 
track Inner City Life is regarded 
as a seminal dance song of that 
era. 

Inspired initially by a DJ 
named Kemistry, he is often 
credited with having introduced 
new techniques into drum and 
bass music, and with popularis¬ 
ing the genre. 


Meanwhile, broadcaster and 
life-long Wolves supporter Jac- 
qui Oatley has also been re¬ 
warded with an MBE for her 
ground-breaking work. 

The Codsall-born former Wol¬ 
verhampton Grammar School 
student received the gong in 
honour of her work to increase 
the participation of women in 
football. 

In 2007 Jacqui, aged 41, be¬ 
came the first woman commen¬ 
tator in the history of Match of 
the Day and has gone on to work 
for ITV and as a director of the 
Women In Football group. Jac¬ 
qui follows in the footsteps of her 
mother Sonja - a former county 
councillor for Codsall - who re¬ 
ceived an MBE back in 2011. 



Broadcaster Jacqui 


Queen honours the 
great and the good 



Pearly Reid, 80, who has received the British Empire Medal Community stalwart Jacqueline Humpries, aged 53 


THEY come from all walks 
of life - but they all share 
the same sense of pride af¬ 
ter being named in the New 
Year’s Honours List. 

From foster carers, councillors 
to civil service workers, the com¬ 
munity champions have all dedi¬ 
cated years of their lives to help¬ 
ing others. 

Jacqueline Humphries, aged 53, 
from Tipton, who has worked in the 
civil service for 32 years, has spoken of 
her delight at getting her accolade - a 
British Empire Medal for her work at 
the Tipton Job Centre and within her 
local community. 

Mrs Humphries, who is married to 
Kevin and has a 23-year-old daugh¬ 
ter, Kelly, has also volunteered with 
the Brownies, church and numerous 
charities. 

She said: “I thought it was a joke 
but it’s nice to know my community 
work is well received.” 

Communion 

Mother-of-eight Pearly Reid, 80, has 
received the British Empire Medal for 
her community work. 

Mrs Reid, from West Bromwich, 
worked as a care nurse at Sandwell 
General Hospital until retiring 20 
years ago. 

She was an active member of the 
Mothers’ Union while also serving on 
the Parochial Church Council at All 
Saints Parish, West Bromwich. 

Mrs Reid served as a governor at 
All Saints School for 30 years and still 
gives her time to take communion to 
sick and disabled people who are una¬ 
ble to attend church services. 

Selfless couple Kath and Roy Shay- 
ler have cared for scores of youngsters 
in Wolverhampton for the past four 
decades, and were honoured with 
MBEs for their efforts to provide a 
home for the city’s children. 

The kind-hearted couple have fos¬ 
tered more than 150 children since 


welcoming their first back in Feb¬ 
ruary 1972. Kath, 67, and Roy, 66, 
have not looked back in the 43 years 
since. “We are bursting with pride,” 
said Kath. 

Over the years, Kath and Roy - 
who have six children of their own 
- have fostered more than 150 chil¬ 
dren for the City of Wolverhampton 
Council from their home in Fallings 
Park. 

Another award winner is an ex¬ 
pert in learning disabilities, who has 


been handed his second helping of 
New Year’s Honours joy - adding a 
CBE to the OBE he received 15 years 
ago. 

Cradley Heath-born Professor 
Barry Carpenter, who lives in Chad- 
desley Corbett and has an adult 
daughter with Down’s syndrome, 
was awarded the honour for services 
to special educational needs. 

He holds honorary chairs at the 
Universities of Worcestershire, Lim¬ 
erick, Hamburg, and Flinders in 


Australia. Professor Carpenter, who 
studied at Rowley Regis Grammar 
School, said: “It’s a great honour to 
receive this recognition.” 

“I’m over the moon - they say 
lightning doesn’t strike twice but it 
has.” 

Councillor Sandra Samuels, City 
of Wolverhampton Council cabinet 
member for public health and well¬ 
being, has been handed an OBE for 
political service and services to local 
government. 


Nationalise 
M6 Toll ‘to 
encourage 
more use' 

THE M6 Toll should be nationalised 
or handed to another company to 
manage, a top Tory MP has said. 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin Wil¬ 
liamson has written to roads minister 
Andrew Jones asking him to explore 
possible nationalisation. 

Mr Williamson said: “This road is 
a vital artery in the West Midlands 
economy and plays an important role 
in reducing congestion and creating 
economic development opportunities. 

“Sadly with the fees as they are and 
the poor management I think some¬ 
thing more could be done if the own¬ 
ership of the M6 Toll was in different 
hands, including possibly owned by an 
agency of the government. 

“I think if in the future an oppor¬ 
tunity became available to bring the 
M6 Toll into public ownership it is 
something which should be looked at. 
A new approach has to be taken to the 
M6 Toll which encourages people to 
use it. 

“This would involve making it ac¬ 
cessible and cheaper which would pro¬ 
vide a great benefit and significantly 
alleviate congestion on the M6 and 
access onto the M5.” 

The 27-mile M6 Toll, from Cannock 
to Coleshill, is Britain’s first pay-to- 
drive motorway. The operator of the 
M6 Toll recorded a loss of £28.6m last 
year despite an increase in use. 

It has been criticised for its prices, 
£5.50 for a car and £11 for a lorry at 
peak times, which deter many drivers. 
M6 Toll chief executive Andy Pearson 
said: “Strong growth in traffic contin¬ 
ued into the fourth quarter.” 

Christmas event 
boosted charity 

A CHRISTMAS shopping event in 
Cradley Heath raised more than £300 
for charity. Cradley Heath Liberal 
Club gave £380 to Acorns Children’s 
Hospice. 

Local shops and independent retail¬ 
ers had stalls selling Christmas gifts 
and crafts on the night. Shoppers 
were also treated to a free hot drink 
and mince pies donated by Tesco Cra¬ 
dley Heath and the Liberal club. 

Tanya Fellows, community fund¬ 
raising officer at Acorns in the Black 
Country, said: “We are most grateful 
to Cradley Heath Liberal Club for or¬ 
ganising such a well-attended festive 
occasion.” The event was organised by 
Louise Reed of J Thompson Jewellers, 
Tony Plant, club chairman and Carole 
Gwinett, stewardess. 

It took place on November 26. 

Horizon getting ever 
closer to gig date 

ROCK band Bring Me The Horizon 
have announced a show at Birming¬ 
ham’s Barclay card Arena on Novem¬ 
ber 6. Tickets cost £40.08 and are on 
general sale from tomorrow, Friday, 
either from www.theticketfactory.com 
or call 0844 33 88 222. 



itneseipncea 


Brand new 


^Bi-Fold Doors 
XZ, supplied and 


for 2016! 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wi 

0nK £85.00 (no VAT to pa] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient til 

For information and appointmeM 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshij^Trusts 

Members of the Society of WjJkVMlers 

Goodwills 

WWWc 





Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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45 engines 
could not 
be used for 
four weeks 

FORTY-FIVE fire engines in the West 
Midlands could not be used during a 
four-week period, it has emerged. 

Engines were left unused by fire 
stations during November and De¬ 
cember unable to be used in the event 
of a major emergency, according to 
the Fire Brigades Union (FBU). 

The union, which say there were 
not enough firefighters to staff en¬ 
gines, say Government cuts had 
‘made it impossible to deliver a ser¬ 
vice that keeps the public safe’ and 
warned more job losses could put lives 
in danger. 

The FBU compiled figures for how 
many fire engines were unavailable 
between September and December. 

Data showed 45 fire engines could 
not be used between November 14 
and December 14. 

However, West Midlands Fire Ser¬ 
vice Deputy Chief Fire Officer Phil 
Hales said the figures did not take 
into account engines that were out 
of action as they were being used 
on training exercises and helping in 
other flood-hit parts of the country. 

The fire service is currently in the 
midst of one of its busiest times of the 
year and concerns have been raised 
about whether the service is equipped 
to cope. Around 150 firefighters took 
to the streets last month to protest at 
proposals to axe 300 posts and make 
changes to shift patterns. 

Andrew Scattergood, the FBU’s 
West Midlands chairman, said: “At 
best it is unsuitable and insufficient, 
at worst it is dangerous and will cost 
lives.” 


American Civil 
War brooch sale 



AN historic brooch with links to the 
American Civil War is being sold at an 
auction of antique and modern jewel¬ 
lery. The sale takes place at Fellows in 
Birmingham on 
January 14 and 
one of the star 
lots is an Amer¬ 
ican mid-19 th 
century 18ct 
gold aquamarine 
brooch. The item 
of jewellery was J^ e brooch, set to 
gifted by Ameri- fetch U P to £1 ’ 800 
can Civil War General Robert Stuart 
to his wife, Ellen, and is expected to go 
under the hammer for £1,200-1,800. 

The piece features a large ov¬ 
al-shape aquamarine set in an 18ct 
gold scrolling border. There is a per¬ 
sonal engraving to the reverse which 
reads, “To Ellen Stuart, from General 
Robert Stuart”. 

Robert Stuart fought in various 
battles for the Union army, being 
commended for gallantry at Brandy 
Station, Virginia in 1863 as Lieuten¬ 
ant. He acted as Officer-of-the-day at 
the Battle of Cedar Creek where he 
drowned in July 1863. Contact Fel¬ 
lows on 0121 212 2131 for details or 
register at www.fellows.co.uk to re¬ 
ceive updates and sign up to bid. 


Baggies youngsters help the homeless 



HOMELESS people were gifted with 
much-needed living essentials from 
West Bromwich Albion players during 
a charitable handout. 

Stars of the under-21 side pre¬ 
sented bags to people living rough in 
Birmingham, with blankets, warming 
clothing and trainers among the items 
given out. 

It was part of an initiative set up 
by team manger Jimmy Shan to help 
members of the community and was 
led by the under-21 boss, and club 
coach and former player Darren 
Moore. 


Mr Shan said: “I saw something on 
social media last year where a young 
lad had cleared out his wardrobe and 
taken the clothes down to a homeless 
shelter. 

Impact 

“I thought that was a tremendous 
gesture and when this December 
came around I started doing the same 
myself. 

“But I thought it would be nice to 
involve the boys and when I told them 
the idea they were all for it. That’s 
how it began. 


“Everyone had a clear-out and off 
we went. I think the exercise had a 
massive impact on them. There was a 
nice reaction from the people we gave 
the clothes to and they really appreci¬ 
ated the gesture. 

“But all the players were saying 
how good it made them feel to have 
helped. The lads told me it was a 
great feeling. There is a massive mes¬ 
sage for us all there.” 

The members from the under- 21 
team were filmed during their tour, 
and the footage was then posted on 
their Twitter account. 


Roadworks on the M6 
hit by yet more delays 


M6 roadworks which have caused 
two years of disruption have been 
delayed again. 

Highways England has blamed ‘techni¬ 
cal issues’ for the hold up of the £87.5mil- 
lion Smart Motorway project between 
Junctions 10a for the M54 and 13 for 
Stafford. 

The scheme, which has imposed a 50mph 
speed limit on the stretch since October 
2013, was due to be finished at various dates 
throughout the past year starting with March. 
That was extended to October and finally the 
end of December. Now road chiefs say it will 
not be completed until the end of January. 

A Highways England spokesman said: “It is 
looking like the end of January. We are doing 
extra testing on some of the technology under 
the road surface. 

Priority 

“Safety has to be our priority. All of the test¬ 
ing is around the safety of the system. We re¬ 
alise we are taking a hit to our reputation but 
we would rather be 100 per cent certain the 
technology is working properly than racing to 
re-open the motorway at national speed when 
the job has not been done properly.” 

An estimated 120,000 vehicles a day travel 
between Junctions 10a and 13 and the project 
will introduce measures to ease congestion. 
Sensors have been installed underneath the 
surface to monitor the volume and speed of 
traffic. 

These will work in tandem with overhead 
gantries which impose temporary speed limits 
when necessary to improve the flow of traffic or 
if there is an accident. Hard shoulders will also 
be used as running lanes to expand the capacity 
of the road. 

The spokesman added: “It is virtually impos¬ 
sible with any large infrastructure programme 
to fix an exact completion time. For instance 
with road resurfacing something as simple as 
rain can ruin a night shift. 

“One-month delays can easily turn in to two. 
We go back to our engineers and their view is 
it is better to get the road fit for purpose which 
we completely agree with.” 

The delay will be another headache for mo¬ 
torists who have faced £100 fines since the 
scheme began. On average more than 450 driv¬ 
ers a month have been caught breaking the 
temporary average speed limit. 


Canal work to be cut above 



The Engine Arm Aqueduct is being drained for repair work after signs of leaking 


A 190-YEAR-OLD aqueduct in 
Smethwick is to be drained for 
the first time in 15 years for re¬ 
pair work. 

The Engine Arm Aqueduct was 
built back in 1825, carrying the 
Engine Arm Canal over the Bir¬ 
mingham Canal Navigation. 

The Canal and River Trust has 
decided to undertake the work 
as the duct is beginning to show 
signs of leaking. 

The full extent of the work is 


unclear but the trust is going to 
put dams in place before pumping 
out water to find out what work is 
required. It will then return in the 
new year when they know what 
needs to be done. 

Lawrence Tall, of the Canal and 
River Trust, said: “The Engine 
Arm Aqueduct is a real master¬ 
piece of engineering. It’s been in 
service for almost 200 years and 
to this day still remains an im¬ 
mensely important part of the re¬ 


gion’s canal system. Because the 
structure is showing signs of its 
age with a few leaks, we’re putting 
in dams. We are then pumping out 
the water to find out exactly what 
work is required to keep it in ser¬ 
vice for another 200 years. 

“Once we know where the aq¬ 
ueduct is leaking we’ll spend the 
next few weeks working out how 
best to repair it and then come 
back in the new year to carry out 
the full repair.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Revamp for parti 
wins approval 

A CRADLEY park is in line for a 
revamp with refurbished changing 
rooms, floodlit games area and car 
park. Dudley Council planners ap¬ 
proved the plans for Homer Hill Rec¬ 
reation Ground, in Homer Hill Road, 
saying that such developments should 
be welcomed. 

However, Councillor Richard Body, 
says that a funding grant of up to 
£500,000 will have to be secured to 
enable the work to be carried out. A 
£250,000 grant was already secured in 
2009 to build new changing rooms - 
but it wasn’t enough. 

Councillor Body, chairman of the 
friends of the park group,said: “We 
are hopeful that the grant will be se¬ 
cured in the new year.” 

999 calls more 
than 2 a minute 

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service 
received more than 9,000 emergency 
999 calls between Christmas Eve and 
Boxing Day, it has been revealed. 

Ambulance crews were called a 
total of 3,038 times on Christmas Eve, 
2,939 times on Christmas Day and 
3,280 times on Boxing Day during a 
busy festive period. That works out to 
be more than two calls per minute. 

Among the incidents attended by 
ambulance crews was a flat fire in 
Willenhall. A woman was treated for 
the effects of serious smoke inhalation 
and a crash in Longbridge. 

Drivers face seven 
weeks of misery 

SEVEN weeks of roadworks are due 
to cause chaos on Smethwick roads. 

Works on City Road and Dudley 
Road were both due to start this week 
and run until the end of February. 

Sandwell Council rates both sets of 
roadworks as ‘likely’ to cause misery 
for motorists. Both sets of works, on 
two main routes on the way to Bir¬ 
mingham city centre, are being car¬ 
ried out by National Grid to replace 
old iron gas mains with more durable 
plastic pipes. They are currently pre¬ 
dicted to finish on February 26. 

Shops and flats plan 
for blighted area 

HOMES and shops will be built on 
a site that has been blighted by an¬ 
ti-social behaviour, under new plans. 
Proposals for Whitehall Road in West 
Bromwich have been submitted to 
Sandwell Council. 

Developer Z Hussain hopes to build 
two shops and 10 flats on the site. 

An application submitted by Mr 
Hussain to the authority states: “The 
site has been vacant for some years. 

“It is overgrown and attracts fly tip¬ 
ping and antisocial behaviour.” 

Units face bulldozers 

DISUSED factory units on an indus¬ 
trial estate in Smethwick are to be de¬ 
molished to make way for new homes 
Sandwell Council has approved an 
application to bulldoze three units on 
Bridge Street North. 
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uPVC Back and Front Doors Fully Fitted from £460 
Windows from £180 

• Conservatories from £4495 

* • French Doors from £700 

• Patio Doors from £750 


Composite Doors Fully _ 
Fitted from £700 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (LABC approved) 
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77 OVEREND STREET, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY 


0800 080 7076 / 0121 532 0784 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


All depends 
on usthow 


po 


ice will 


spend cash 

DAVID Jamieson, the police and crime 
commissioner for the West Midlands, 
raises an interesting debate when he pro¬ 
poses a £5-a-year rise in what the force 
charges the average household for its 
services. 

He says without the increase the force 
will be forced to save £3.3 million a year, 
and when towns the size of Dudley are 
finding themselves without a police sta¬ 
tion, it does seem that something needs 
to be done. 

However, for all the protests about sav¬ 
age cuts, it is worth noting that real-terms 
police spending - allowing for inflation - 
is still £1 billion a year higher than it was 
at the turn of the Millennium. When, if my 
memory serves me rightly, we still had 
police stations. 

So is the increase really justified? I sus¬ 
pect most people will take the view that 
it depends how the money is spent. If it 
means halting the closure of police sta¬ 
tions in some of our biggest and busiest 
towns, then I imagine most people would 
gladly stump up. 

However, if the money is going to be 
spent on more speed cameras, more 
“safety partnerships”, more political cor¬ 
rectness, more prosecutions for so-called 
“hate crimes” which just a few years ago 
would have been considered little more 
than bad manners, then the public will 
probably be more sceptical. 

■ ■■ 

STAYING with policing, few people will 
argue with the Government’s plans to 
increase the penalties for drivers caught 
using their mobile phones. 

Alarmingly, a survey in the West Mercia 
force area revealed that nearly four in 10 
motorists admitted checking their phones 
while driving, with one in 10 admitting to 
searching the internet. 

Clearly this is unacceptable and dan¬ 
gerous. However, the trade-off for stiffer 
penalties must surely be a degree of dis¬ 
cretion in the enforcement of the rules. 

Motorists who brazenly drive around 
with the phones glued to their ear, leaving 
a trail of chaos behind, are clearly a men¬ 
ace, and deserve little sympathy if they 
get the book thrown at them. The same 
applies to those who send text messages 
on the move. 

However, letting your boss know you 
are going to be late when you are sat in 
stationary traffic with the handbrake firm¬ 
ly on and the gearbox in neutral? That 
cannot possibly pose a risk to anybody. 
Yet under the present laws it still consti¬ 
tutes an offence if the keys are in the igni¬ 
tion and the engine is running. 

Interestingly, this presents an interest¬ 
ing legal question. Many modern cars 
have keyless ignition, and a device which 
cuts the engine off the moment the car 
grinds to a standstill. So if you send a text 
message while stationary in traffic, with 
the engine off and the keys firmly in your 
pocket, does that constitute an offence? 



Smoke and flames pour from the building, which also contains the Address Downtown Hotel Firefighters spray water on the skyscraper on New Year’s Day following the huge blaze 

I feared for children 


during hotel inferno 


CARL JACKSON talks to the 
father of two youngsters who 
were caught up in the drama of 
the New Year blaze in Dubai 

A RESTAURANT manager from 
Wednesbury has spoken of his hor¬ 
ror at seeing a luxury Dubai hotel 
engulfed in flames while his two 
young children were inside. 

Mr Shah Ahad, who runs Nishads in 
Stafford, and his wife Sheuli Khatun, 
were left stranded and helpless outside 
the Address Downtown hotel fearing for 
the lives of their young children Zaeed, 
aged 11, and Aneeqa, six. 

Mr Ahad, 41, said he had left the young¬ 
sters with relatives, who themselves had a six- 
month-old baby with them, while he and his 
wife went to pick up food from a nearby mall. 

But when they returned to the hotel, secu¬ 
rity guards stopped them from entering the 
63-storey building after flames had ignited at 
the resort. 

Smoke 

Mr Ahad said: “My two children were with 
my sister-in-law. A1 I could see was smoke 
coming from the hotel. 

“I tried to contact them on the mobile phone 
but it wouldn’t connect. I was really worried 
for their safety.” 

Due to the chaos outside, it took an agonis¬ 
ing 60 minutes before he realised his children 
and relatives had been evacuated safely. 

He managed to capture pictures on his 
phone of smoke billowing out from the hotel 
into the night sky. 

“Everything was blocked off it was very hec¬ 
tic,” Mr Ahad added. 

“It was about an hour before I met up with 
my family outside. I had to borrow someone 
else’s phone. We had been moved to a different 



Shah Ahad, with his family - wife, Sheuli Khatun 

place. Luckily my sister-in-law was out on the 
balcony and she saw the smoke coming out of 
the hotel from below them. 

“They got out of the room and headed down 
the stairs but they were on the 47th floor so it 
took them about half-an-hour before they got 
down. 


and children Zaeed, aged 11 and Aneeqa, six 

“It was very fortunate that my sister-in-law 
was on the balcony and saw the smoke.” 

Fourteen people are believed to have suf¬ 
fered minor injuries in the blaze but Mr Ahad 
said none of his family were hurt. 

They were transferred to Atlantis, The Palm 
hotel, and were due to return to the UK on 


Saturday, but that was scuppered because 
their passports were left behind and they were 
not able to return inside. 

Mr Ahad said it is likely they will not re¬ 
cover other belongings in the room including 
his wife’s iPad, jewellery, his brother-in-law’s 
laptop as well as clothes. 

He added they had been in contact with the 
British Embassy about arranging flights home 
but despite the inconvenience he said he was 
just relieved his family are safe. 

“That’s the main thing, everyone got out, 
my son and daughter and our family,” he 
added. 

He has worked at Nishad’s in Stafford for 
around 16 years. 

His brother Shah Abdin said he and fellow 
relatives back home feared the worst when 
they were alerted to the fire from news re¬ 
ports. 

Mr Abdin said: “We were all very worried. 

“We heard what had happened and tried to 
call Shah but couldn’t get through at first. 

“I spoke to him and thankfully they are all 
okay. None of them were hurt. As soon as I 
saw what happened I said, ‘I should never 
have let him go on holiday’. Everyone is fine 
and that’s all that matters now.” 

The fire started around 9.30pm on New 
Year’s Eve. 

More than 12 hours later, Dubai firefighters 
largely watched the fire from the ground, una¬ 
ble at one point to use a water hose on a ladder 
truck. They later regained water pressure and 
resumed spraying the building. 

It took more than 20 hours to put out. 

Despite the blaze it was decided to carry on 
with the New Year festivities with a midnight 
fireworks show at the nearby Burj Khalifa, the 
world’s tallest building. 

The authorities in Dubai are now trying 
to find out what caused the spectacular fire, 
which firefighters got under control after more 
than 20 hours, with only 16 people hurt. 

The facade facing the Burj Khalifa has been 
severely damaged by fire and smoke, and all 
floors from the lower area of the building to 
the upper levels were affected. 
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S Open 7 Days a Week 
S Old Buildings Removed 
S Base Laying Service 
S Asbestos Disposal 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Concrete 

Garages 



Sale prices from 

Single Garage PH OQQ 
16ft x 8ft 1^5757 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£2599 


Summer 

Houses 


I 


Sale prices from 

7ft x 5ft £517 
8ft x 6ft £616 
8ft x 8ft £670 


Log Cabins VIEW 

& Garden Rooms ONLINE 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


S Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 




























IMPS' put their snouts in trough again Shocker on 


I READ that 41 MPs have had their snouts 
in the trough again and continue to fiddle 
their expenses, despite the furore caused 
over the last scandal. This time however 
things are different in as much that Parlia¬ 
ment has since passed a ruling that these 
criminals do not have to be named and 
shamed, in the interest of national security. 

These elevated servants of the people are 
an utter disgrace to their position - they are 
no different to the likes of A1 Capone in the 
1920’s - who also cheated on taxes. What 
is needed is an Elliott Ness type character 


that would introduce prohibition such as 
‘any MP caught accused of fiddling their 
expenses has to stand down and hand over 
his/her title to the party/person that came 
second in their constituency during the pre¬ 
vious General Election ballot’. 

We all know it will never happen - it could 
change majorities overnight, or even bring 
down governments if MPs continue to not 
only fiddle their expenses but continue to 
mislead their constituents. 

P AGG 
Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


'Use it or lose it' now 
the best way to age 


Berahino’s 
woes aren’t 
due to Pulis 

FOOTBALL supporters 
everywhere expect TV and 
radio pundits to at least 
have some idea of what they 
are talking about. 

Sadly this is not the case 
with former Newcastle, 
Coventry and Portsmouth 
striker, Talksport’s Micky 
Quinn (E&S December 15) 
who is blaming Baggies’ 
boss Tony Pulis for the poor 
form of striker Saido Bera- 
hino. 

Anyone with even just 
the slightest knowledge of 
this background behind this 
story knows perfectly well 
that the real culprits are 
Tottenham Hotspur who 
badly unsettled the player 
during the course of the 
summer transfer window, 
whilst at the same time try¬ 
ing to get him on the cheap. 

Albion are not the only 
club to suffer from the 
dreadful underhand tactics 
of the Londoners. 

Southampton are facing a 
similar situation with their 
player Victor Wanyama who 
like Berahino is a shadow of 
the player he was last sea¬ 
son. 

P SIMPSON 

Dudley 


WHILST the medical pro¬ 
fession races to create a pill 
or some other miracle boost¬ 
er cure for conditions of the 
ageing brain, it is more than 
possible that the answer lies 
is already with us. 

We have for years had the 
ideology ‘use it or lose it’, 
basically if we do not want 
to become living cabbages 
we should find ways to ex¬ 
ercise our brains just that 
little more. I believe that ac¬ 
tivities like dancing can se¬ 
riously improve our chances 
of remaining less of a liabil¬ 
ity to our offspring, or being 
completely ostracised and 
left in the hands of the es¬ 
tablishment. 

Mental agility as you get 
older is not everyone’s forte, 
chess for example, but tea 
dancing perhaps, fits the bill 


for the majority, with mind 
and body working together 
to their mutual benefit. 

Dancing socially is offered 
by the education depart¬ 
ment and privately in most 
areas, but over the years 
numbers have diminished 
and coincidentally memory 
problems have increased. 

This activity would per¬ 
haps, in theory anyway, 
result in fewer ending up 
in care homes, and more 
having a social life with less 
medication, less supervision 
and treasured memories - 
thus less cost to the health 
service. I have been dancing 
for around 38 years (I was 
40 before I started), and in 
that time the social side has 
been incredible. 

E HOBBS 

Sutton Coldfield 


homeless 

WELL done Express & Star 
for highlighting the num¬ 
ber of homeless people in 
Sandwell - 726 is a shock¬ 
ing number and I hope 
Sandwell Council will come 
up with a strategy to help 
this forgotten group of peo¬ 
ple who drift from one door¬ 
way to another. 

Admittedly I am sure 
that some prefer to live this 
way, but a large majority 
don’t. Sandwell Council 
did the right thing in not 
agreeing to house any Syr¬ 
ian refugees and this figure 
confirms their decision, but 
now is the time to look after 
our own who have fallen on 
hard times. 

In the investigation I am 
sure a more in-depth anal¬ 
ysis will be reported in the 
next few weeks and I truly 
hope former members of our 
armed forces are not among 
the figure. 

RIC KEELING 
Chairman 
UKIP Sandwell 

Memories of 
dancing days 

I COULDN’T believe what 
I was seeing when reading 
my Star and seeing a pho¬ 
tograph of Mary Faulkner 
who has just celebrated her 
100th birthday. Although 
we lost touch some years 
ago, I remember the good 
times we had dancing at 
Dudley Town Hall every 
Friday afternoon at the pop¬ 
ular tea dance. 

Although I have seen her 
in the town a few times we 
have not met for too long, 
and I would love to meet up 
and have a catch up. I am 
not quite as ‘senior’ as Mary 
being a mere 94 years old! 
GERT GWILLIAMS 
Tipton 




> Windows 

> Composite Doors 

> Porches 

> Patio Doors 

> Conservatories 

> Window & Door Repairs 

> Fascias / Guttering 

> Building Work 

> Misted-up Units 


Established over 20 years 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 


INSPIRATIONAL 3e Inspired 

FIRES L FIREPLACES T 


Official stockists of 1 I I s N I Y S 

Vll snrr.f C».0~ ** « 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
Tel: 0121 429 3186 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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Thousands facing a long wait 
on list for housing in borough 


MORE than 6,000 people are currently waiting for a council 
house in Sandwell - with an unlucky 36 having been on the 
list for more than a decade. 

A total of 6,199 households are currently registered on Sandwell 
Council’s house waiting list. Figures obtained through a Freedom of 
Information request show 1,455 of these have been waiting for more 
than a year to be housed - 1,888 for more than two years and 297 for 
- more than five years. 


Leader issues 
challenge to 
stop drinking 

SANDWELL residents are being chal¬ 
lenged to stop drinking alcohol for 
31 days and sign up to Dry January 
2016. 

Adopting a healthier lifestyle, sav¬ 
ing money and losing weight are just 
three of the benefits that people can 
experience if they take part in the 
Alcohol Concern and Public Health 
England-backed campaign. 

The drive encourages people to give 
their body a break from drinking for 
a month. Councillor Darren Cooper, 
leader of Sandwell Council, said: “Dry 
January is something I like to do 
every year. It’s a good opportunity to 
give your body the chance to have a 
detox after the festive period. 

“People who have taken part in pre¬ 
vious years say after a month without 
alcohol they sleep better, lose weight 
and generally feel more energetic.” 

Visit www.dryjanuary.org.uk 


Thirty-six people have been on the 
register for more than 10 years. Some 
people register for housing in case they 
need accommodation in the future but 
they are not actually actively looking 
for housing. 

UKIP’s Sandwell secretary Ric Keel¬ 
ing described the housing situation as 
‘not good enough’. Meanwhile council 
leader Darren Cooper said on average 
the council turned around applications 
within two months. 

Mr Keeling said: “The council cer¬ 
tainly needs to get a better house¬ 
building programme going. The fact 
that there are over 6,000 on the wait¬ 
ing list isn’t good enough and council 
house building in Sandwell leaves a lot 
to be desired.” 

Councillor Cooper said: “On average 
so far this year we have rehoused peo¬ 
ple in about eight weeks. 

“There are lots of factors affecting 
how long an applicant waits, mainly 
relating to supply and demand. 

“We also have applicants who reg¬ 
ister in case they need accommoda¬ 
tion in the future and as such are 
not actively looking for accommoda¬ 
tion.These applicants may remain on 
the housing register for many years by 
choice.” 



Year 11 students Amanpreet Singh, Samantha Gwilliam with, middle, Mrs Sajidah AM, senior tutor for 
OSCA Sixth and, right, OSCA Sixth students Gemma Littlewood and Francesca Hazelwood-Campbell 

A BLACK Country school is one of the school or through social action projects Council in partnership with the Cab- 
first in the country to be presented in the community. inet Office and the Department for 

with the British Youth Council’s De- It will add to the school’s achieve- Education in September, 
veloping Democracy Award. ments in 2015, including being rated It aims to showcase those schools 

Ormiston Sandwell Community as Good by Ofsted in May. who engage young people with an in- 

Academy (OSCA), in Oldbury, received The Discovering Democracy Award, terest in democracy, whether that is 
the award as recognition of encourag- which was created to support the need voting for their representatives or a 

ing pupils to take an interest in the to develop character as well as a strong school council. 

democratic process, allowing them to grounding in core academic subjects, The awards were judged by a panel 

have their say in society, both within was launched by the British Youth of young people on November 23. 


£17,000 COUP 

for society's 
war project 

A BLACK Country history society has 
scooped more than £17,000 funding to 
kick start a project which will focus 
on the impact of the Second World 
War on West Bromwich. 

The project has also been awarded 
a grant of £17,200 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. Volunteers of West 
Bromwich Local History Society will 
be examining the impact, while organ¬ 
isers draft in professionals for events 
and workshops, along with the design 
and production of a book and website. 

It will also allow them to gather re¬ 
search on West Bromwich during the 
war as well as collect personal memo¬ 
ries, photographs and broader histor¬ 
ical materials to provide a long-term 
legacy. 

The project will focus on the shift¬ 
ing roles of work, examining the so¬ 
cial, cultural and economic impacts of 
the conflict alongside the changed per¬ 
spectives of those who fought and the 
changing demographics of the area 
after the war. 

It will be supported by a financial 
bequest from the late society presi¬ 
dent, Stan Wilkins, who joined the 
Royal Air Force during the war. De¬ 
tails on 07941333218 or email west- 
bromlocalhistoryl974@gmail.com 

Christmas Eve crash 
victim recovering 

A MAN is recovering in hospital after 
a crash which closed a road in West 
Bromwich left him with life-threaten¬ 
ing injuries. 

Two cars crashed in Newton Road 
at around 3am on Christmas Eve. 

A stretch of road from the junction 
with Forge Lane towards All Saints 
Way was closed for around seven 
hours in the aftermath. West Mid¬ 
lands Police spokesman Brigg Ford 
said the man’s condition is no longer 
life threatening. Officers are still in¬ 
vestigating the cause of the crash. 



No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed , 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


[Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards _ 

f Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
m “ more experience and know 

how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 

, _ have been in 

business for 

* more than 

30 years. 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


X Replace the ^ 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
l room you can use . 
year round Jt 1 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath. 
Halesowen B62 9LS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Sunday Closed 


















































Storage firm boss jailed 
over string of stolen cars 



A Range Rover concealed in a storage container, set for shipping 



A BMW was one of the cars found which was destined for Africa 


A STORAGE company boss 
has been jailed after police 
found a string of stolen cars 
in shipping containers des¬ 
tined for Africa. 

Kennedy Ruto, aged 48, who 
originates from Africa, lives in 
Birmingham, but used to run 
a Smethwick storage firm, was 
jailed for four 
years.The 
scam saw 17 
cars worth 
more than 
£300,000, 
including a 
£72,000 Range 
Rover, seized. 

He first came 
to the attention 
of the police in 
February 2010 
when he was 
arrested for 
handling sto¬ 
len cars at his 
Smethwick base after stolen vehicles 
arrived in west Africa and were traced 
back to him. 

Ruto, of Sommerfield Road, Wood- 
gate, denied any wrongdoing, saying 
he was not present when the vehicles 
were loaded and he had merely acted 
on his customers’ instructions. He was 
released by West Midlands Police who 
could not produce enough evidence to 
charge him. 

But in July 2012, some two years 
later, a ports officer in Southampton 
inspected a shipment to Africa and dis¬ 
covered a Nissan Murano, which had 
been reported stolen from Leicester in 
September 2011, and a BMW X5, sto¬ 
len from London in June 2012 which 
both had false registration plates. 

The shipment was traced back to 
Ruto as they had been loaded at his 
storage company in Smethwick. 


Over the course of the next few 
months port authorities continued to 
inspect shipments and a steady flow 
of stolen cars appeared amongst legal 
cargoes. 

The cars ranged in value from a 
£3,000 Ford Focus to a £72,000 Range 
Rover. 

Ruto was charged with the acquisi¬ 
tion, retention and use of stolen prop¬ 
erty in April last year and stood trial 


last month at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court where he was found guilty. 

He was sentenced at Shrewsbury 
Crown Court. Investigating officer DC 
Darren Brown, from West Midlands 
Police’s CID, said: “We recovered 17 
cars up to 10 years old in all with a 
total value of over £300,000, many of 
them stolen in the midlands. 

He added: “’’Ruto was involved in 
a very lucrative business. British cars 



Kennedy Ruto 


J Dental Implants g 

The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 


• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
» Enjoyyour food & socialising again! We can helpyou! 



Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 

£97.90 per month* 

1 ‘Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 
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LESS THAN 
£1 A DAY 



sC 

ONE 

CARD 

MEMBERSHIP 



OLDBURY 

• Langley 
Swim Centre 

• Portway 
Lifestyle Centre 

TIPTON 

• Tipton Leisure 
Centre 

• Tipton Sports 
Academy 


• Wednesbury Leisure Centre 


SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 


0300 012 0121 

Award winning services supporting Sandwell’s scorecard 


I Sandwell 



Having; recently moved to new 
premesis, we here at Bowjangles 
have undergone a complete 
refurbishment. A 


BUY 


★ Gold & Silver Jewellery 
it Watches 

it Diamond Rings 
it Pre-Owned Rolex’s 

* Jewellery Repair 

& Cleaning Services 
it Replace Missing Diamonds 
it Watch Servicing & Batteries 


Pay NO Commission on 
ANY Currency Available 


We are now paying up 
to £10 per gram (9ct) on 
all resellable gold 


still thinly 


we offer one of 


the Best services 


money £aniBuy! 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 


15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Find us on Facebook at IJlgJ. 556 6868 

BowjanglesJewellery www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 
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BUY DIRECT AT FACTORY PRICES 
AND GET AMAZING SAVINGS!!! 


^ALESAUSALESALE SAI| 


WINTER 

OFFERS 


3 Windows 

VVzsJ&eO Now £670 

4 Windows 

VSO Now £880 

5 Windows 

WgsJU^OO Now £1090 

6 Windows 

Wns £- L5£0 Now £1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 


[yjPTKs) 

A Rated Fr< 


Why not replace your 
existing roof witn a 
Supalite Roof System 
lightweight replacement 
for your conservatory 
root and then you can 
use it all year round. 


ONLY MIDLANDS 
MANUFACTURER 


& 





OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 1 Oam - 4pm 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 

^ 0121 552 9777 0121 552 0100 

fH 0800 0075 312 0800 0075 313 

"~7fww.highspecinstallati0ns.c0.uk B www.supalitemidlands.com 

hispec-sales@outlook.com sales@supal.tem,dlands.com 


I HIGH SPEC 


I Windows & Conservatories 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 


Best in childcare 
get their rewards 



Sara Barber, right, of Sandwell Quality Early Years and Child¬ 
care with staff from West Smethwick Enterprise Pre Schools 

CHILDCARE providers in Sandwell have been honoured 
at this year’s Childcare Celebration Event. The awards 
ceremony, held atWSlO in Wednesbury, was attended by 
hundreds of childcare providers from across Sandwell. 

The celebration event was organised by the Sandwell 
Council’s Family Information Service and Quality Early 
Years and Childcare Team to acknowledge and celebrate 
the hard work and high level of childcare in Sandwell. 
Award winners were nominated by parents. 

The winners on the evening included: Childcare Prac¬ 
titioner 2015 - Dawn Bissell, of Burnt Tree Children’s 
Centre; Childcare Business Management 2015 - Lydia 
Browning, of Lola Belles and Smarty Pants Day Nursery; 
Day Nursery 2015 - Summerhill’s Little Treasures; Par¬ 
ents as Partners in Early Learning 2015 - West Smethwick 
Enterprise Pre Schools. 

Awards were also given to childcare providers in 
Sandwell who received an outstanding rating from Ofsted. 
These went to childminders: Elizabeth Turner and Carol 
Harris, Little Valers, Happy Valley and Tiny Woods Pre 
Schools and Lilliput Lodge, Lavender Farm and Sunny 
Skies Day Nurseries. 


Eddie eyes 
up Ikea for 
home gear 

HE is one of the most familiar faces on the 
planet after his Oscar-winning performance 
as Stephen Hawking. 

But even A-list stars like Eddie Redmayne need to 
pick up some bits and pieces for their homes occa¬ 
sionally. Although it certainly came as a surprise to 
shoppers in Wednesbury’s Ikea to see the star wan¬ 
dering around the store. 


Wearing a dark green 
jacket, scarf and flat cap the 
33-year-old star almost went 
unnoticed as he shopped on 
New Year’s Eve afternoon. 

Oliver Hopkiss, aged 12, 
from Telford was one of the 
lucky Redmayne fans who 
saw the star and grabbed a 
quick chat with him. 

Oliver said he was over 
the moon to meet one of his 
heroes. “He said it was a big 
pleasure to meet me,” Oli¬ 
ver said. “He was really nice 
and I was so happy to meet 
him. I told him I was a big 
fan and he said thank you. 
It was great.” 

Another fan who also had 
the pleasure of meeting Red¬ 
mayne was Tumblr user @ 
jonesemily98 

She posted a photo of her¬ 
self and the star at Ikea say¬ 
ing, “Best Day Ever. Such a 
lovely man and it was lovely 
to meet you #eddiered- 
mayne”. 

Twitter user @Frankie_ 
Adams took a ‘sneaky’ pic¬ 
ture of the actor flanked 



With Eddie Redmayne is 
Sophie Hodgkiss, aged 14, 
and her brother Oliver, 12 

by a pile of cushions. Red¬ 
mayne announced last 
month that he is expecting 
his first child with wife Han¬ 
nah Bagshawe. 

This comes as he prepares 
to play transgender pioneer 
Lili Elbe in The Danish Girl, 
which is causing a lot of 
Oscar buzz. As well as The 
Danish Girl, 2016 will also 
see Redmayne star in the 
Harry Potter spin-off film, 
Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them. 
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Thomas back in the 
saddle for tour return 



EX-WOLVES star Geoff 
Thomas is to run a repeat 

of his Tour de France endur¬ 
ance charity bike ride. 

Last year’s event saw shamed 

drugs cheat Lance Armstrong 

return to the saddle for the first 
time. However, there is no indica¬ 
tion yet that Armstrong, who was 
stripped of his 
seven yellow 
jerseys, will be 
returning to 
France for the 
ride. 

Former Eng¬ 
land midfielder 
Thomas sparked 
an international 
outcry by invit¬ 
ing Armstrong to 
join him and 10 
amateur riders 
on the Le Tour - 
One Day Ahead 
charity ride. 

He is hoping 
to raise £2 million for the Birming¬ 
ham-based charity Cure Leukaemia 
which saved his life more than a dec¬ 
ade ago. He said: “We’ve had so many 
people enquire that we might need a 
double decker bus to fit the team in. 

“Lance’s involvement has been cen¬ 
tral to that. It allowed us to put our 
message onto the world stage. 

“People are more aware of what 
we’re trying to do and it’s up to me 
now to build on the foundations and 
raise a lot more awareness and money 
over the next five or 10 years.” 

Armstrong joined Thomas and the 
riders for two stages in the south of 
France. It helped raise more than 
£700,000 for the charity’s work at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birming¬ 
ham. It will cost riders signing up to 
the three-week ride £50,000 to partic¬ 
ipate including a deposit of £10,000 
payable immediately to secure a place. 
They also have to raise £50,000 in 
sponsorship.Potential participants 


will need to undergo an initial fitness 
check by Wattbike, which will also pro¬ 
vide a training programme to ensure 
they can cope with the rigours of the 
three weeks’ riding which will include 
the Alps, Pyrenees and Mont Ventoux. 

Geoff also runs a London to Paris 
bike ride that raises money for 


Cure Leukaemia. You can sponsor 
Geoff at www.justgiving.com/Geoff- 
Thomas-2015 

To find out more about Geoff s Tour 
de France challenge visit: www.be- 
forethetour.com. To enter London 2 
Paris: Inspiring The Revolution, visit: 
ww w. L2Prevolution. com. 



Geoff Thomas 



WANTED 


Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Ptea*e can 

0121 643 8211 4 


We liave many dogs desperate Tor new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

www.birminghamdogshome:org.uk 


If y4u eannot r.hom«jrra ou h«lp «u With dnuUoa. oir 

Calherine-De-Barnes Lane, Caiherine-De-Barnes, Sol 


i own help ns \ 

r Catherine 


Barnes, Solihull. B62 0E 


Central Heating Assistance 





Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 

Public Health 


For a niuim iiULIITTnmjnv warni zone 
is able to help provide central heating 
systems to homeowners who have no 
central heating or an old 
inefficient "G” rated boiler 
or back boiler. 


If you live in Sandwell 
and have a low household 
income are: 

© over 60 or 
© disabled or have 
• chronic health issues 

You may be eligible for 
assistance.* 

‘Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more 
contact Warm Zone on: 

0800 033 7967 
0121 552 0563 



FAST TAN 
SUNBEDS 

£1.20 per token 
Lie-Down 5 minutes 
Stand-Up 3 minutes 


OPENING ho 

MONDAY-FR|| 

9am - 9pm 

SATURDAY /Oam 
SUNDAY 10am-; 


22-28 GREAT BRIDGE, GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON 

0121 520 7020 


2pm 


b rot mm 


FIND AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOKAT 

MUSCLES HEALTH AND FITNESS 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


Get In Shape This Winter 


GYMNASIUM & BODY 
BUILDING ROOM. 
HOME TO OVER 20 
UKBFF BODY BUILDING 
FINALISTS. 
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Patient dignity the top 
priority for nurse Jenny 


WOMEN undergoing investi¬ 
gative medical tests of an in¬ 
timate nature can be assured 
their dignity is one of the 
highest priorities for nursing 
assistant Jenny Oliver. 

Jenny, aged 48, is based in the 
colposcopy clinic at Sandwell 
Hospital. She is a colposcopy hys- 
teroscopy nursing assistant at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust. 

She works as part of the team in the 
colposcopy department which is where 
gynaecological problems are investi¬ 
gated. Many procedures require look¬ 
ing at the cervix or into the wombs to 
check if there are any abnormalities. 
These are very sensitive and intimate 
procedures which need the staff con¬ 
ducting the tests to have the inter¬ 
personal skills to ensure patients feel 
comfortable. 

Jenny explained: “My job is to stand 
by the patients when they go through 
the procedures and talk them through 
the whole process. We do not use an 
anaesthetic because by not using 
drugs, it helps patients recover more 
quickly and is safer for them in the 
long term. 

Explain 

“Because patients are conscious dur¬ 
ing the examination, they need to be 
relaxed. I like to consider that I am a 
natural anaesthetic or the ‘vocal local’. 
I always explain every step of what we 
are doing and why we are doing it. 

“I also let the patients know how 
they might feel when we perform the 
procedure and reassure them that we 
are always there to help them. If they 
feel distressed, I will ask the team to 
stop until the patient feels better. 

“As a woman myself, I understand 
how women feel when they have to 
go through these procedures so I do 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again 
we focus 
some of 
our time on 
the quiet 
heroes of 
Sandwell 
and West 
Birmingham 
Hospitals 
NHS Trust, from a variety 
of backgrounds doing a 
wide variety of jobs. This 
week we highlight: 

JENNY OLIVER 

Nursing Assistant 


everything possible to protect their 
dignity, and I will hold their hand if 
they want me to. I love all the patients 
who come to our clinic and give every¬ 
one my full attention. It does not mat¬ 
ter where they are from or what they 
do, I will always treat them with care 
and compassion. I always put myself 
in their shoes and try my best to calm 
them down. 

“Sometimes I have patients who 
have been sexually abused or FGM 
(Female genital mutilation) victims 
so it is very important to ensure that 
I can make them feel safe and calm. 
I also respect the religions and faith 
that our patients follow, and make 
sure that they feel comfortable with 
the process. 

“I treat people the way I would treat 
my mother, as I witnessed my par¬ 
ents’ compassion from an early age. 
They were city councillors when I was 
a child, and I remember them working 
hard for people’s rights and benefits. 


“My dad taught me many invaluable 
lessons and one of them is to respect 
people. No matter how rich or how 
poor you are, how you look or what you 
wear, we are all human beings and we 
all deserve respect.” 

Jenny added: “I enjoy my job not 
just because I get to care for people but 
because my whole team has made the 
clinic such a wonderful place to work. 
The team has such a friendly culture 
and there is no hierarchy in the team. 
Everyone is willing to do the small 
tasks and there is no difference be¬ 
tween us. Our team leaders pull us to¬ 
gether and make us feel like a family. 
My colleagues always support me to do 
my job well and I am deeply grateful 
for that.” 

Manager of the team, Tiffany Jones, 
said: “Jenny is an invaluable asset to 
the team. She started her career at the 
trust in 1997 and worked with many 
acute teams, such as A&E, Intensive 
Care Unit and the Critical Care Unit 
so she has valuable skills that really 
help our clinic. She knows what to do 
without being asked and with her by 
your side, you have the absolute confi¬ 
dence to focus on your job.” 

Jenny recently won the Compas¬ 
sion Award at SWBH for her excellent 
work in helping thousands of women 
feel comfortable when visiting the 
clinic, ensuring they feel confident 
undergoing treatment. Jenny said: “I 
was humbled to receive this award and 
thankful for the recognition that peo¬ 
ple gave to me.” 

She added: “There is another 
achievement that I am particularly 
proud of which is in being a good par¬ 
ent and raising my daughter with my 
husband. Seeing her now working as a 
sister at one of the major hospitals in 
London makes me feel that all of the 
hard work is worthwhile. She means 
the world to me and I am lucky to have 
such a daughter who is so close to me. 
She is truly my biggest achievement.” 



Megan has designs 
on gardens future 



Megan Evans, 21, is to undertake a 12-month 
programme to develop her gardening skills 

A STAFF member from Homebase in Oldbury has beaten 
1,500 applicants to secure a place on a Garden Academy 
programme. 

Megan Evans, aged 21, will undertake the 12-month 
programme that looks to develop the gardening skills 
and knowledge of students and have them work alongside 
award-winning garden designer Adam Frost. 

Over the next year, Megan will spend time learning from 
Adam about garden planning and design, working with top 
garden suppliers to develop her product knowledge cover¬ 
ing planting and landscaping and learn practical horticul¬ 
tural skills to achieve a RHS Level 1 award qualification. 

Megan, who works at the Oldbury ringway store, said: 
“I’m thrilled to have secured a place on the Garden Acad¬ 
emy programme and we have already learnt so much. I’ve 
always loved gardening, so to be given the opportunity to 
turn my passion into a career is great.” 

Jonathon Kemp, Head of Garden and DIY at Homebase, 
added: “The academy is a fantastic opportunity for people 
to share their passion for gardening.” 


Secret site 
earmarked 
by firms in 
£100m deal 


A MYSTERY site in Oldbury is being targeted 
by a pair of major development companies in 
a £100million deal. 

It is expected to be the site of an industrial or 
warehouse building once planning permission is se¬ 
cured, but the companies say the site’s location is 


‘confidential’ at present. 

It would be part of a joint 
development deal between 
companies Stoford and Lib¬ 
erty building more than a 
million sq ft of space at four 
sites: Oldbury, Manchester, 
Worcester and Widnes. 

When built and let out the 
developments are expected 
to be worth around £100m. 

Speculative 

The agreement between 
Stoford Developments and 
Liberty Property Trust is 
for eight industrial or ware¬ 
house buildings, across the 
four sites, to be developed 
on a rolling speculative 
build programme during 
2016/17. The buildings will 
range in size from 40,000 sq 
ft to 200,000 sq ft. 

Work is scheduled to 
begin on two schemes early 
this year, at Worcester Six 
and Irlam, Manchester. The 
schemes at Ditton Park, 


By Simon Penfold 

Widnes, and at Oldbury will 
follow upon receipt of plan¬ 
ning later in the year. 

Andrew Blevins, UK man¬ 
aging director of Liberty, 
said: “This further expan¬ 
sion of our UK industrial 
and distribution business is 
entirely consistent with our 
US corporate strategy of 
on-going expansion into that 
sector and builds on our cur¬ 
rent existing UK portfolio of 
1.5 million sq ft of stabilised 
and development assets.” 

Dan Gallagher, joint 
managing director of Bir¬ 
mingham-based Stoford, 
said: “This seeks to capture 
a number of opportunities 
in Stoford’s development 
portfolio that will offer 
speculative stock in loca¬ 
tions currently with strong 
demand and little or no sup¬ 
ply-” 


NO GIMMICKS JUST HONEST 
PRICES AND SERVICE 


V 


Queen Blinds 


Mix & Match Vertical 
Blinds Or Roller 

3 for £100 

72” x 72” 

Vertical Blinds 

3 for £79 

Up to 72”X 72” 

Roller Blinds 

3 for £119 


Full “ 

-Conservatory 

Blinds Fitted 

£189 

- Vertical Only 


We pro vide-Venetian^Roman;- 

Roller, Vertical,-Veluj^BiiaticL^ 

!§&pplied»&-Ritted»within-5-days- 

IgPEN 6 DAYS"A-WEEK-8730AM-TILL-7PM- & FITTING 



REPLACEMENT KITCHEN DOORS 


^ JANUARY 

Sate 

NOW ON! 



In our latest brochure.. 

• Doors & Handles 

• Worktops & Panels 
•Sinks & Appliances, and More 

www.doors-more.t 


Doors 
±2 More 


Kitchen 
Makeovers 

Unit 24 Wulfrun Trading " 
Estate, Cannock Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HH 
01902 581 570 

www.iudk.co.uk 
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0800 088 7044 



Wolverhampton 


Dudley 


Stourbridge 


01902 581 570 I 01384 660 065 I 01384 293654 























































13 



WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


ENDS THIS SUNDAY 5pm 


Until 5pm this Sunday you can take advantage 
of extra discounts off all sale prices throughout 
all departments, at the Midlands 7 largest and 
most inspirational furniture stores. 

There's never been a better time to save on fur¬ 
niture, carpets, beds, homewares and much 
more, including all the famous brand names. 

BUY NOWAND PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER 
NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT - INTEREST FREE. 

Hurry extra discounts ends this Sunday 5pm! 


ALBERTA LEATHER 3 SEATER SOFA 
Normal £+449 Sale £899 


£ii99 

EXTRA V 


ercol 

ENGLAND SINCE 1920 


CASERTA EXTENDING DINING TABLE & 4 CHAIRS 
Normal £1879 | Sale £1379 


A KrndMn 

▼ r — ■ 


Parker Knoll 


[WAWfill 


CES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


PRICE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


30 



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials and 
in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 10th January 2016 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Sandwell College 

West Bromwich ^ 


COURSES FOR ADULTS 




■ 


Business HND 

£5,000 (student loans available) 

This two-year course provides education and training 
for a range of careers in business such as management, 
administration, personnel, marketing, accounting and law. 

It includes a small-scale research project. Although the HND 
is a valuable national qualification, students often choose to 
progress to the third year of a university degree programme 
or to a professional qualification. 


IELTS - English for Academic Purposes 

Part time, days or evenings 


IELTS - SELT (Secure English Language Test) 

Life Skills B1, Entry Level 3, 

Friday mornings £282 


» § THURSDAY 14 JANUARY 

W • , I 5-8PM & 

m SATURDAY 16 JANUARY 
* @ Central Campus, 

1 — 

Intermediate Photography^^^^^ 

Tuesday evenings £200 

This ten week course explores the creative side to 
photography, the use of studio equipment, the different types 
of photography and basic image manipulation. 


Beginners/Intermediate/Advanced 
Spreadsheets/Databases/Word 
Evenings £100 per 5-week unit 

We offer three levels of courses in Access, Excel and Word, 
aimed at helping you to master many of the basic tasks that 
you need in business and administration. 


STARTING IN 

JANUARY 


' Bathrooms on a Budget 


4 evenings £75 


The course will cover renovating tiling and grouting, applying 


sealing and silicon, painting preparation and painting finishing 


Health and Social Care Apprenticeships 

There are hundreds of vacancies in the Care industry across 
the region - and our apprenticeships are a great way of getting 
your career in this sector started. Call our apprenticeship team 
on 0121 667 5000 (term time only) or come to one of 
the January open events. 


Drawing for Beginners - Introduction to Drawing 

10 evenings £200 

This beginner’s course will include basic art skills such as 
observational drawing, perspective, scale and proportion and 
colour theory. You will draw from still life and build up a small 
art portfolio. 


Award in Practical Spanish 

15 evenings 

Do you wish you could speak better Spanish when you are 
ordering food, hiring a car, asking for directions or talking to 
shop owners? This course will help you with classes that are 
both fun and practical. 


Don’t miss the start of your course. Enquire at the college Reception desk from 5 January 
onwards, come into one of our January Open Events or apply on line. 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 0800 622 006 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 





KANGAROOS' 

MORNING NURSERY 


GEORGE 


BETTS PRIMARY ACADEMY 


P mmm 
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Apply online .. it’s 

» fast.. it’s flexible .. it’s secure 

Going to 

school in Sandwell 
in September 2016 

Choosing a Sandwell 
school is a wise move. 

If you have a child born between 

1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012 they are 

Sandwell has one of the 

due to start reception class 

highest proportions of 
primary schools rated as 
good or outstanding by 
OfSTED in the 

If you are a Sandwell resident and have not yet 
applied for a place please visit our website to 
complete and submit your application 

West Midlands. 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 

Results in our primary 
schools have improved 

schooladmissions 

over the last 5 years. 

But hurry— the closing date for reception and 
junior applications is 15 January 2016. 

If you require help or 
further information 

Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council, 

Learning Services, 

School Admissions Service, 

please phone the 

PO Box 16230 

Admissions Parent 

Sandwell Council House, 

Support line on: 

Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 9EX 

0121-569 6765 

annual_schooladmissions@sandwell.gov.uk 


"Is Sandwefl 

■ -i. 






































Waiting list for allotments in 
borough grows to four years 



Kenrick Park allotment, situated in Constance Avenue, West Bromwich, one of the most sought after plots 


BUDDING vegetable growers in parts of Sandwell could face 
a wait of up to four years to get an allotment. The grow-your- 
own plots around the borough have waiting lists with people 
eager to grow their own. 

Spaces at Britannia Park, Kenrick Park and Cherry Orchard, in West 
Bromwich, Rowley Regis and Cradley Heath, are the most sought-af¬ 
ter areas out of the 22 council-run sites. 


Anyone wanting to rent an allot¬ 
ment on any of those three sites could 
be waiting for up to four years. 

Council officials say they are a range 
of factors why waiting lists are longer 
for certain allotment sites. 

These include the size of the site 
and the number of plots available. 

They also say growers often have 
plots for up to 25 years at a time - lim¬ 
iting availability of new pitches. 

Allotments in Brunswick Park, 
Wednesbury, Hall Road, in Warley, 
Pound Road, in Oldbury, and Perry 
Park, in Rowley Regis, have the next 
longest lists - with people waiting 
three years for plots. 

Thirty-one people have applied for 
patches at Cherry Orchard, making it 
the most popular plot, while both Bri¬ 
tannia and Kenrick currently have 21 
people on their waiting lists. Figures, 
released through a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation request, show 25 people could 
be waiting for two years to get a plot 
in Stony Lane, Smethwick. 

A council spokesman said: “We have 
22 sites which are managed by the 
council. We currently have a separate 
waiting list for each allotment site. 
There are a number of influencing fac¬ 
tors. This includes the size of the allot¬ 
ment site and the number of plots on 
it, the number of allotment sites in one 
particular area and also how long peo¬ 
ple stay in their allotment tenancy.” 


Police probe 
after man is 
found injured 

A MAN was found injured in a bus 
stop in Birmingham City Centre on 
New Year’s Day. Police say it is un¬ 
clear whether the man was attacked 
or had fallen. 

The 27-year-old man was found by 
a passing ambulance crew collapsed in 
Priory Queensway. He was seen lying 
on his back in the bus stop near The 
Square shopping centre at around 
5.40am. 

Police say he was taken to hospital 
with an injury to his mouth and his 
condition is now described as stable. 

Detective Sergeant Jackie Morrin, 
from Force CID, said: “At the moment 
the man has been unable to give us 
details of what happened and we need 
any witnesses to come forward. 

“We know there were lots of people 
out in the city centre celebrating New 
Year’s Eve and someone may have 
seen what happened.” Anyone with 
information can call Ds Morrin on 101 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


West Brom’s 15 
70,000 sq ft 
building is 
nearly done 



The finished five-storey building 

THE exterior of West Bromwich 
Building Society’s new headquarters 
has been completed - just over two 
years after work first began on the 
site. 

The firm’s new head office, in Provi¬ 
dence Place, is one part of the massive 
regeneration project in West Brom¬ 
wich. The new 70,000 sq ft five-sto¬ 
rey building, next to the BT regional 
business centre off the A41 island, 
will have more than 400 staff inside. 

Company spokesman Nick True¬ 
man said: “I’m very happy to say 
the construction phase has been 
completed and we can now focus on 
moving on to furnishings and getting 
systems in place. 

“Our new head office will represent 
a modern, efficient and environmen- 
tally-friendly base from which the 
business can expand with our people 
fully-equipped to support and serve 
our membership.” 

The new building will include ven¬ 
tilation, heating and lighting control 
systems to minimise energy consump¬ 
tion. It will also house an administra¬ 
tion centre offering direct services for 
West Brom savings accounts, mort¬ 
gages and investments. 





' Includes £50 1 
per week bursary to 
16-18 year olds who 
want a fresh start 


AGED 16 OR 17? 

WANT TO MAKE A FRESH 
START IN JANUARY? 


COURSES CAN GIVE YOU 
THE BOOST YOU NEED! 

If you haven’t found the right course or job since leaving school, but you still 
don’t know what to do, our six-week SPRINGBOARD courses can help re-launch 
you in the right direction. SPRINGBOARD will prepare you for a college course 
or maybe an apprenticeship, giving you the skills to get into work in the future. 
SPRINGBOARD gives you a choice of taster courses in: 

<• 


► Childcare 

> Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy 

> Motor Vehicle Repair 

► Painting and Decorating 


’ Plastering 


• Public Services 
’ Sport Studies 


• Travel & Tourism 


Courses start: Monday 11th January, 11am. 

Come into the college Reception and we’ll get you started! 
Remember, there’s a £50 per week bursary for attending the course. 




0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 
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Uak Wood 01597 

LODGES 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


'Spoil Yourself^ 

Book a Lodge with a 

„ Hot Tub 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. 
All year round availability. 

Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Walker Meats 

2A - 3 Union Street 
Wednesbury, 

West Mids WS10 7HD 
0121 502 5522 

We Supply 
Fresh Meat Daily to 
Retail / Wholesale 
& Catering 


THfcBtG 

PETS!** 


Pennington Insurance 
Brokers Ltd . 

FOA AU YOUA tNSUAANCt NffOS 
r*oro* - wow - mAvtx - commcjicuu 
COVER TAILOR MADE FOR YOU 

TEL: 0121 557 


bn«d: r«rwilngton2#>b(co<iimt.co(«i 
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Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS..Ill 


Urn Vi* 

For all your dog grooming needs 

07890 202140 
01384 824378 


gemspampaws@hotmail.co.uk 


15 hours FREE 
2,3,and 4 year olds 
Ofsted Approved 
EYFS Learning 
program 

Morning/Afternoon 
sessions available 

Find us opposite Langley Swimming Baths, 
Vicarage Road, Oldbury B68 8HL 
Mobile:07729 67054 Open 07.30-18.00 
Email:littledragonflynurseries@yahoo. co.uk 


for 


0121 550 9095 


Free Parking - Open 7 Days 

Dogs Welcome In Store - Tropical Fish Specialists 

www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

Unit 3, Hareward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 

itfj 


_ Electrical 

.ITSmog Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone 01 21 505 51 08 

Open Monday-Saturday 

9.00am-6.30pm 1 'Mm**? \ I 'qjpip*! L——-J Pal 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVUNI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


07793 

943361 


ricGG TRflll SGfSIOn 

Fun weekly classes and holiday 
workshops which use the performing 
arts to raise the potential of every child, 
increasing confidence and sel esteem 

www.5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 

mail@5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 


Specialists IhACCyourTyres & Car needs 

^Prestivo Tyre^N. J 

^iTp TO 20% OFF^X. 

r WITH LIFETIME \ f 

SELECTED LINES A 

L WARRANTY J \ 

CALL IN J 

^w^Call in for Info,^^ ^ 

TODAY 


Midland Tyres, 90 Station Road, Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 6PL 
Tel: 0121 439 0575 Mob: 07794 528468 
Email: midlandtyres@yahoo.co.uk 



HEATING & PLUMBING 
WHOLESALERS 


FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING 
' ANn HEATING NEEDS 


nd Street, West Bromwich B70 6EY 
0121 553 7418 Fax: 0121 500 5029 

TER 


PRO COMBI, BAXI, MAIN, BIASI, VAILLIANT, WORCESTI 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

Painters & Decorators 


OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 



double time down to. 

army & NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety W 
{footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-artny webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 

Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 


m Telephone: 0121 472 1402 

325-327 Harbome Lane, Birmingham, B17 ONT 

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk 


SHEDS AND FENCING SPECIALISTS 
SPRINGHILL (NAJRAN) 
BUILDING, FENCING & GAS SUPPLIES 




INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 




GET ££££ r S FOR CLOTHES 

CASH 4 CLOTHES 


CASH PAID TO YOU FOR YOUR OLD CLOTHES 

07808 085 919 


275 Bristnall Hall Road 
Oldbury B68 9NF 


All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 

Childcare vouchers accepted *j 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 

C ’ 4 

W* > 

0121 556 6222 

57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk | 



























































































★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
A ★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS A 

W ^ ^ M 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


‘THE COMPLETE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS 9 


KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS 

www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 

■__ The Home Improvement Specialist 


oo 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

iflEaLHomEoaiE 


Established over 25 years 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.08001234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.03001231110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 

Missing People.116 000 




am 


nr 


Bay Windows from £790 


• Upvc Windows 

• Composite windows 
& doors 

• Conservatories 

• Orangeries 

• Porches 

• Extensions, Carports 
& Canopies 

• Bi-fold & Upvc doors 

• Timber & Aluminium 
Doors and Windows 

• Repair service 

• Rehau 72mm profile 

T&Cs apply 


PI 

Doors from £395 


LL'fli 


French Doors from £750 Conservatories from £46501 

Bespoke requirements are no problem 


Guardian Tiled 



A V aila ble R oof System 

AVO" (LABC approved) 


Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, 
Middlemore Road, B21 OAY 

0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 

www.westmidlandglazing.com 




West 
Midlands I 
DOUBLE I 
GLAZING I 


• Repairs • Upgrades • Accessories • Volt Electric Bikes • New Cycle Sales 

Sandwell 

Cycles 


1 Clarage House, 
Long Lane, Blackheath, 
Halesowen B62 9LA 

Open Hours 

Tuesday - Saturday 9am-6pm 


0121 559 6804 



THE CHIPPY WITH THE § STAR RATING 

Open Mon-Sat 11.45am-10.00pm 

10 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 8EZ 

0121 557 2351 


Donations and 

local House Clearances * w 



8540 


Trevor E. W. Hickton Ltd 

0 Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, 

k Cmdley Heath, B64 5AB 
01384 569569 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 


T. Hadley & Co 
17a High Street, 
Blackheath/ 
Rowley Regis. B65 ODR 
01215591010 


R.Hadley & Hickton 
36-38 Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 


JOHN T. HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

Recliner 

Chairs Chairs 

•Divan Beds «Bed Frames 'Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


I 


a gps 


Tel: 0121 588 2740 
Mob: 07956 888 611 


Building: 

New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Building 


• Experts in disabled 
adaptions 

• No oljliga tjonC 
quotations 

• Competitive rates for 
over 50's - 

Quote this ad 


H SB 


■ 


nfo@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 



v v. Need help searching for your 

n . ancestors or living relations! 

DRANLMINu www.branchingoutgenealogy.co.uk 

/%• TT E-mail: julian@branchingoutgenealogy.co.uk 

V/ or Telephone Julian on 07584 484877 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


:r: B cXtr* ,s 30 Years Experience 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 



^■o supply a car and van to none fault or ■ 

Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


STB if' 

* 

ANYW 

'HERE 

mmm sanaur im MmeMtaMi 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes«Free Local Delivery»Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


Spectacles At Factory Direct Prices 

NHS & PRIVATE EYETESTS AVAILABLE 

Just bring along your prescription or book your eye test with us. 
Prescription Spectacles Distance or Reading 

From only £ 14.95 

Complete with stock single vision lenses. 


SpectacioWorkS 

4 Birmingham St, Halesowen B63 3HN 

0121 550 3345 


Open Mon - Fri 
9am - 4pm 

Closed Bank Holidays 
NHS Spectacle Vouchers 



Great Bridge 
Flowers & Gifts 

www.greatbridgeflowers.co.uk 
61 Great Bridge, Tipton, 
West Midlands DY4 7HF 
Tel: 0121 520 3774 
Mob: 07766 541213 

Carl Pearce 

sales @ greatbridgeflowers.co.uk 



Let Gastek take 
of your plumbing 
and heating needt 


Tel: 01384 560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk AM major 
infO@gastekSOlutionS.CO.Uk credit cards 
Halesowen, West Midlands accepted 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR! GeminiDesignsUpholstery 


• Double glcuzing repairs 

• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1 990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 



l Full Re-Upholstery Service Available 
1 Buy direct from the manufacturer & cut out the 
middle man. 

1 Solid Hard Wood Frames 
h Bespoke sofas manufactured 
l No job too big or too small 

Now Stocking A Range 01 Genuine Oak Furniture 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane Halesowen, West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Telephone: 0121 559 7143 

Email: sales@geminidesignsupholstery.co.uk 
www.qeminidesiqnsupholstery.co.uk 


-y.T 


SHAUN’S AUTOS 

VW & Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work p, r^r p *.. 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs *7?? *" L 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding talk to OUT 

friendly experienced staff 

Mob:07816951836 

West Bromwich B70 9EN T: 01215530600 


THE PERFECT PLACE FOR SNOOKER. 
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Addison Tyre Centre 


Tyres at internet-beating prices 


Addison Tyres Ltd is a family busi¬ 
ness celebrating 50 years of trading 
in the tyre industry. The company is 
proud of its team of highly-trained 
and experienced staff who make 
it their aim to offer customers the 
highest standard of service. 

Addison Tyres is a member of Point S the 
leading independent tyre dealer network with 
over 3,300 retail tyre depots in 28 countries and 
over 16 million tyres sold per year. 

With this enormous buying power this ena¬ 
bles members like Addison Tyres to buy direct 
from the manufacturers and offer its customers 
cheap prices on top branded and budget tyres. 
Jason Addison, director of Addison Tyres, said: 
‘Joining the Point S network has been fantastic 
for our business so we can beat internet pric¬ 
es and keep our family business going from 
strength to strength”. 

Addison Tyres is now a key dealer for 
the following tyre manufacturers; Michelin, 
Bridgestone, Pirelli, Goodyear, Dunlop, Con¬ 
tinental, Uniroyal, Yokohama, Avon, Hankook, 
Toyo, Apollo, Vredestein and Nankang 

Addison Tyres has just completed a full re¬ 
furbishment of its garage, spending an excess 
of £100,000. 

As well as having a new roof and signage 
throughout it now has a range of state of the 
art equipment for fitting tyres, balancing wheels 
and for performing four-wheel computer align¬ 
ment on vehicles. It has installed the latest 
Hunter 4 Wheel Premium Alignment machine, 
as well as a new low level, extra long ramp that 
enables it to perform wheel alignment on stand¬ 
ard cars, lowered cars, high performance cars 
and large vans. The Hunter machine is used by 
all of the leading car manufacturers within their 
service departments including BMW, VW, Audi 
and Mercedes. 

They have installed three Hoffman Mega¬ 



The Team - Daniel Buckard, Louis Monk, Roy Addison, Jason Addison, Sue Smith, Alan Adams working on the new Hofmann Mega Spin 820 laser 

Scott Addison, Alan Adams, Peter Gough, Adam Lote, John Gough wheel-balancing machine at Addison Tyre Centre, based in Tipton 


mount 703XL tyre fitting machines which are 
top of the range, offering 100 per cent alloy 
wheel protection with the additional features 
of leverless fitting. This machine guarantees 
no marks on alloy wheels. Two new Hofmann 
Mega Spin 820 laser wheel balancers offer a 
next generation in technology, with accurate 
balancing of up to one gram accuracy, perform¬ 
ing the perfect wheel balance. 

Addison Tyres has also invested in a range 
of equipment to cater for motorcycles, now of¬ 
fer- ing a ‘ride-in, ride-out’ service with three I Ml 
Certified fitters, all highly experienced in motor¬ 
cycle mechanics. 

Mr Addison added: “When you bring your 
car, or motorcycle to Addison Tyre Centre your 
safety is our priority.” 

Addison Tyres stocks over 5,000 car, van 
and 4x4 tyres and up to 500 motorcycle tyres. If 


When you take your car 
or motorcycle to Addison 
Tyre Centre you will have 
peace of mind that you 
will get first-class service 


you require something that they have not got in 
stock they can offer a ‘same day’, or ‘next day’ 
service. All of the staff at Addison Tyres have 
many years of experience, training and knowl¬ 
edge about tyres, and can offer honest and per¬ 
sonal advice when choosing the correct tyres to 
suit your vehicle, your needs, and your budget. 

Mr Addison said: “We appreciate the busi¬ 
ness of the general public, and we also offer 
accounts for businesses with fleets of cars or 


vans. We are confident that we can save busi¬ 
nesses a substantial amount of money with our 
honest advice and very low prices...” 

Addison Tyres have hundreds of reviews on¬ 
line. Here are just a few examples; 

Chris Arnold - We out source our wheel 
alignment to Jason and his team. Most profes¬ 
sional and quick service that suits our needs 
completely. Well done lads from all at Central 
Accident Wednesbury. 

Miss Stella - I have been using this place 
for a couple of years now and always send my 
family, friends and colleagues here due to the 
excellent standard of service. The chaps are 
honest and hard working. I’ll never go any¬ 
where else. Jason goes above and beyond his 
duties. Brilliant place! 

Sam Pearce - Great prices and friendly ser¬ 
vice. Wouldn’t go anywhere else. 


BUSINESS PROFILE 

Business name: 

Addison Tyre Centre 

Address: 

52A High Street, Tipton, DY4 9HP 

Telephone: 

0121 557 4019 

website: 

www.discounttyresuk.co.uk 
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Strictly not to be missed! 



Jay McGuiness is lifted in the air by fellow celebrities and dancers after winning the Strictly final Dainty Georgia May Foote, reached this year’s final 


IT’S the tour thousands of dance 
fans have been waiting for. The 
Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour re¬ 
turns to Birmingham for a fab-ulous 
ninth year. 

And leading the pack will be this year’s 
Glitter Ball winner Jay McGuiness - one 
fifth of the globally successful band, The 
Wanted. 

He will be partnered again by professional 
Aliona Vilani who recently announced that she 
is quitting the BBC TV show. 

The modest Jay, who wowed from week one 
of the series, said: “I’m used to performing in 
front of massive crowds when touring with 
The Wanted, but performing with Aliona on 
the Strictly Live Tour will be a totally different 
experience. 

“I loved my time on the TV series, but the 
idea of being back out in front of live arena 
audiences is something I’m very much looking 
forward to.” 

Favourite 

Other celebrities booked in for the three- 
day Birmingham run from January 22-24 are 
Helen George, best known for her role of nurse 
Trixie Franklin in the multi-award winning 
BBC series Call the Midwife. She will be part¬ 
nered by Aljaz Skorjanec. 

Helen says: “I had a brilliant time on 
Strictly, so I’m very excited to continue my 
journey and have the chance to show off some 
of my favourite dances to audiences on the UK 
Tour. 

“I’m sure that it’ll be amazing to dance in 
front of huge arena audiences with Aljaz. 

“I’m very much looking forward to the au¬ 
dience helping me feel at home on the dance 
floor each night.” 

Jay and Helen join Frankie Bridge from The 
Saturdays, actress Georgia May Foote from 
Coronation Street, who reached this year’s 
final, partnered by new boy Giovanni Pernice. 
celebrity chef Ainsley Harriott and TV pre¬ 
senter Anita Rani, again teamed with the other 
new dancer Gleb Savchenko. 


Frankie will be dancing with favourite 
Kevin Clifton, whose sister Karen will join 
the tour for the professional dances and group 
numbers, and Ainsley will be teamed with Na¬ 
talie Lowe 

They will be joining the 2016 tour host Mel 
Giedroyc, together with judges Len Goodman, 
Craig Revel Horwood, who also directs the 
tour, and Bruno Tonioli. 

Also appearing in this year’s tour is previ¬ 
ous contestant EastEnders star Jake Wood 


who will be partnering Janette Manrara. Jake 
has been a part of some of the most memora¬ 
ble storylines on the soap for the past decade, 
performing the role of Max Branning. 

He impressed the judges and TV audiences 
alike with his slick dance moves on last year’s 
BBC One series of Strictly Come Dancing, and 
now he has the chance to show off his skills to 
arena audiences on the tour. 

Jake says: “I really enjoyed my time on 
Strictly last year but couldn’t do the tour due 


to EastEnders’ filming commitments, so it’s 
great to get the chance to throw myself into 
the whole experience again as part of the 2016 
Strictly tour. 

“I’m so pleased that Frankie is doing the 
tour as well so we can enjoy reliving it all 
again together and I’m very happy that I’m 
being reunited with Janette. 

“I can’t wait to relive some of my favourite 
dances in arenas across the country!” 

The tour starts in Birmingham on Friday, 


January 22 with an evening performance at 
7.30pm, Saturday at 2.30pm and 7.30pm, and 
Sunday at 1.30pm and 6.30pm. 

Tickets are on sale from www.theticketfact 
ory.com or by calling 0844 33 88 222. 

The tickets are priced at £73.83, £51.33, 
£40.08 (includes admin fees + 70p facility fee) 
+£2.55 fulfilment fee. 

For more information and dates of the 
other tour venues visit www.strictlycomedanci 
nglive.com 



Knigms Ques 


QUALITY & SERVICE 


THURSDAY 07/0172016 

THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS KARAOKE NIGHT 


DRESS CODE. 


5 *ftn/AT)0N4L 


Wealso serve 

oKilg 


A I 4 

Thurs : 12.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm 

n nD _ _ n poo 


I High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 

We serve’until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, , , !T 


11 lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 
(DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


"2 li 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk> 


Great Bar.,.Great Food... 
Great Entertainment... 


FRIDAY 08/01/2016 

CHESTER RIGGON 

SATURDAY 09/01/2016 

v CHARLIE WATERFORD ... " ON THE LASH " 

SUNDAY 10/01/2016 

► SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT !!! 

, ' MONDAY 11/01/2016 

> QUIZ &TOP KARAOKE AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 

TUESDAY 12/01/2016 

^ KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 

WEDNESDAY 13/01/2016 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

Jj THURSDAY 14/01/2016 

m ^ STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

FRIDAY 15/01/2016 

DEVOTED TO ROCK 


Eui 


PARRYS 

INTERNATIONAL 


• British Holidays 

• European Tours 

• London Theatre 


NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
OR 

VISIT OUR OPEN DAY ON SUNDAY 10 JANUARY 

OPEN FROM 10AM UNTIL 3PM 

Special Offers, Coaches on Display, Hotels and Suppliers, Mini Tours 
and Full Information plus Wolverhampton Speedway 

Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 

CALL SOI 922 414576 
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CHOICE 



Boy George 


The Voice UK 
(BBC1, 7.30pm) 

New series. The BBC's singing 
contest returns, with Paloma 
Faith and Boy George fill the two 
chairs left vacant following Tom 
Jones' departure, and Rita Ora's 
defection to The X Factor last 
year. Veteran coaches Will.i.am 
and Ricky Wilson return to take 
their place on the panel, along 
with presenters Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. The contest 
gets under way with the first of 
seven traditional 'blind 
auditions' stages, in which the 
four coaches must select their 
tea ms by assessi ng thei r voca I 
ability alone. Among the 
auditioneesarea punk fan 
whose twist on a pop classic 
melts hearts on the panel, and 
a self-aware fishmonger whose 
performance includes plenty of 
piscine-themed puns to lighten 
the mood. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Live 
Athletics. Coverage of the Great 
Edinburgh Cross Country from Holyrood 
Park. 2.30 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the opening 
men’s semi-final. 4.30 Final Score. 5.20 
Now You See It. 5.50 BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Celebrity Mastermind. CBeebies 
presenter Katy Ashworth, actor 
Thomas Turgoose, former jockey 
Mick Fitzgerald, and radio 
presenter Shelagh Fogarty take to 
the black chair. Last in the series. 

6.40 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present an FA Cup version of the 
unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz. 

7.30 The Voice UK. New series. The 
BBC’s flagship singing contest 
returns, with Paloma Faith and 
Boy George fill the two spinning 
chairs left vacant following Tom 
Jones’ departure, and Rita Ora’s 
defection to The X Factor last year. 
Veteran coaches Will.i.am and 
Ricky Wilson return to take their 
place on the panel, along with 
presenters Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes. The contest gets 
under way with the first of seven 
traditional “blind auditions” 
stages, in which the four coaches 
must select their teams by 
assessing their vocal ability alone. 
Among the auditionees are a punk 
fan whose twist on a pop classic 
melts hearts on the panel, and a 
self-aware fishmonger whose 
performance includes plenty of 
piscine-themed puns to lighten the 
mood. 

9.05 Casualty. Dixie steps in to save 
Nikki’s family from feeling the full 
force of her wrath, and Cal decides 
not to tell a troubled Ethan what he 
has learned about his origins. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day: FA Cup 

Highlights. Gary Lineker presents 
action from the third-round 
fixtures, including Eastleigh v 
Bolton Wanderers; National 
Lottery Update. 

12.00 Film: The Peacemaker. (1997) 

1.55 Film: Halloween: Resurrection. 
(2002) 3.20 Weather for the Week 

I Ahead. 3.25 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.00 
Film: Jubal. (1956)8.40 Film: The 
Importance of Being Earnest. (1952) 

10.10 Animal Park. (R) 11.10 Natural 
World. (R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.45 James Martin: 

Home Comforts. (R) 1.30 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 3.45 For What It’s Worth. (R) 4.30 
Live Darts: BDO World Championships. 
6.00 Flog It! Paul Martin visits 

Loughborough’s Town Hall and 
discovers the area’s link with the 
popular Ladybird books. Valuable 
items up for auction include a 
concertina and a chocolate cup. 

(R) 

6.30 World’s Sneakiest Animals. 

Animals that use deceptive tactics 
to find food, from the manipulative 
mantis that looks like a flower to 
sea otters which demand ransoms 
after kidnapping each other’s 
pups. (R) 

7.30 Victorian Bakers. Four bakers 
experience what their profession 
was like during the Victorian era, 
working from a rural bake house 
kitted out exactly as it would have 
been in the 1830s. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and 
Wilson decide to recruit women 
into the platoon to take care of the 
less demanding tasks, but the 
captain loses his heart to an 
attractive widow. (R) 

9.00 Live at the Apollo. The stand-up 
show returns with Alan Carr 
hosting from London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, performing 
and introducing guests Francesca 
Martinez and Nish Kumar. (R) 

9.45 Insert Name Here. Comedy panel 
game in which Sue Perkins asks 
teams to decide who is the best of 
the many people who share a 
particular name. With Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe. (R) 
10.15 Ql XL. Cariad Lloyd, Dermot 

O’Leary and Phill Jupitus compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies. 

11.00 Dragons’ Den. A former 
contestant makes a second 
attempt to impress the panel, and 
a former figure skater fails to 
inspire much confidence in Peter 
Jones. (R) 

12.00 Darts: BDO World Championships. 
12.50 Film: Genghis Khan. (1965) 2.55 
Film: Captain Apache. (1971) 4.25 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 
ITV News; Weather. 12.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 Judge Rinder. (R) 

2.30 The Chase. (R) 3.30 Doc Martin. 

(R) 4.30 The Martin Lewis Money Show. 
(R) 5.00 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates more comical home 
videos, including a cat attacking a 
drone, and a pensioner who left a 
trail of destruction through a 
supermarket. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the third heat, as competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge. 
8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
lines up another selection of 
potential sweethearts for his 30 
single women. This time, singing 
software engineer Rhys from 
Merthyr Tydfil, semi-pro footballer 
Ellis from the Wirral, London- 
based personal trainer Ola and 
horse-rider Sam from Chester set 
out to impress the ladies, hoping 
they keep their lights on as a sign 
of approval. 

9.15 The Jonathan Ross Show. New 

series. The host returns with a new 
series for the new year, and is 
joined by actor Steve Carell, chef 
Gordon Ramsay and singer Ellie 
Goulding. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Sex and the City 2. (2010) 
Premiere. Fashion-conscious 
writer Carrie escapes the strain of 
married life with a disaster-strewn 
trip to Abu Dhabi. Comedy sequel, 
with Sarah Jessica Parker, Kristin 
Davis, Cynthia Nixon and Kim 
Cattrall. 

1.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Ironman France. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Film: Von 
Ryan’s Express. (1965) 12.20 The 
World’s Most Famous Train. (R) 1.25 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Kempton Park and Wincanton. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Location, Location, Location. 
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer 
help two sets of house-hunters 
looking for homes in Yorkshire. 
Kate works in international 
development and has spent years 
in Africa and elsewhere around the 
globe. Now she wants to put down 
roots and has chosen the 
picturesque Yorkshire Dales. In 
nearby Leeds, perfectionist couple 
Charley and Hayley have spent 
nine months trying to clinch a deal 
on their first home, terrified of 
making the wrong decision. Can 
Kirstie and Phil help them both 
find what they’re looking for? (R) 
7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2015. 
Documentary featuring footage of 
unusual weather conditions in the 
past year shot by members of the 
public, including freak hailstorms, 
113mph winds, deadly lightning 
strikes and even a tornado. The 
programme includes interviews 
with those involved, including 
tanker pilots, rescue teams, 
weather watchers and hikers. (R) 
9.00 Film: The Hunger Games: 

Catching Fire. (2013) Premiere. 
Katniss Everdeen’s victory in a 
televised death match makes her a 
focus for revolution against the 
totalitarian nation she lives in. The 
rulers of the regime plot to crush 
dissent with a new series of 
games, in which past champions 
battle it out. Sci-fi adventure 
sequel, with Jennifer Lawrence. 

11.50 Film: The Day the Earth Stood 
Still. (2008) An alien is sent to 
Earth on a mission to decide if the 
human race should be wiped out 
or allowed to continue existing. 
Sci-fi remake, with Keanu Reeves. 
1.45 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.50 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. (R) 4.45 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 5.00 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 5.50 How I Met Your 
Mother. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 12.25 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 1.25 Film: Columbo: How to 
Dial a Murder. (1978) Crime drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 3.00 Film: Columbo: 
Make Me a Perfect Murder. (1978) Crime 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.00 Cats 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 World War II in Colour. This 
edition focuses on the 
effectiveness of the German 
blitzkrieg - intense military 
campaigns that aimed to bring 
about a swift victory using tanks 
supported by aircraft and infantry. 
This new type of warfare took the 
Allies by surprise and gave Hitler 
the opportunity to seize Poland 
and France. Actor Robert Powell 
narrates the story of the global 
conflict, told using colourised 
archive footage, state-of-the-art 
terrain mapping and cutting-edge 
computer graphics, and based on 
government papers and previously 
classified files. (R) 

7.05 World War II: Battlefield 

Recovery. New series. Excavation 
experts retrieve Second World War 
relics from the war-zones of the 
Eastern Front, telling the stories of 
fallen soldiers by examining their 
remains. 

8.00 Chasing Monsters. New series. 
Documentary series which seeks 
out colossal underwater creatures 
in the most remote corners of the 
planet, beginning with the monster 
shark. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The first 
eviction from the housemates’ 
point of view, and the rest of the 
goings-on as the new showbiz pals 
continue to get along - or not, the 
case may be. 

10.00 Jason Manford Live at the 
Manchester Apollo. The 

comedian performs before his 
home-town audience during his 
2009 tour, offering his thoughts on 
the rules of driving and the proper 
way to use a urinal. (R) 

11.15 Lip Sync Battle: David Walliams v 
Alesha Dixon. David Walliams and 
Alesha Dixon go head to head. (R) 
11.45Tattoo Disasters UK. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Botched Up 
Bodies. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.05 Film: Shrekthe Third (2007) 10.30 
Russell Howard’s Good News Extra 11.15 
Family Guy 1.25 American Dad! 1.45 
Russell Howard’s Good News Extra 2.30 
Impractical Jokers 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Castles - 
Britain’s Fortified History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.45 Blondie: One Way or 
Another 11.55 Blondie @ Glastonbury 

12.50 Top of the Pops: The Story of 1981 

1.50 Top of the Pops: 1981 Big Hits 2.50 
Synth Britannia at the BBC 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Ninja Warrior UK 1.15 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.40 Film: The Lake House 
(2006) 3.45 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 

5.45 Film: Jurassic Park (1993) 8.10 
Beowulf: Return to the Shieldlands 9.15 
Take Me Out-The Gossip 10.20 Film: 
The Fast and the Furious (2001) 12.25 
FHM: The Last of the Lads’ Mags 1.25 
Safeword 2.00 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.45 The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 2.00 A Touch of Frost 4.00 Film: 
Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo (1990) 6.00 
Lewis 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 11.55 Marchlands 1.00 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 1.55 
Man About the House 2.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.05 Film: Cheyenne Autumn (1964) 
3.10 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 6.00 
Storage Wars: Texas 8.00 Storage Wars 
9.00 Film: Pale Rider (1985) 11.25 Film: 
Heartbreak Ridge (1986) 2.05 Legacy - 
The 2015 Rugby World Cup 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.20 Hollyoaks Does Come Dine with 
Me 1.55 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 

3.30 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: 
Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen 
(2009) Sci-fi adventure sequel, starring 
Shia LaBeouf. 11.00 Gogglebox 12.35 
The Inbetweeners 1.45 The IT Crowd 

2.45 How I Met Your Mother 3.30 Made 
in Chelsea: End of Season Party 4.20 
Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 Gideon of Scotland Yard (1958) 

1.00 The Family Stone (2005) 3.05 Carry 
On Dick (1974) 4.55 Inkheart (2008) 

7.00 Terminal Velocity (1994) 9.00 The 
Grey (2011) 11.15 Dog Soldiers (2002) 

1.20 Joy Ride (2001) 3.20 Close 




SALE 


THE VAUXHALL NEW YEAR 


FROM 27 DECEMBER 2015-11 JANUARY 2016 


Visit your local Retailer to 


Sandwell Garages 

0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhaU.com 


Spon Lane 
West Bromwich 
West Midlands 
B706AR 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 
(3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km* 


''Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa StingRandRun Out Astra and cannot be used in conjunction with the Vauxhall Scrappage Allowance. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/ 
offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, 
conditions and exclusions apply. #Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 10 21 


CHOICE 



Kieran Bew 


Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands 

(ITV, 7pm) 

The thanes of the various tribes 
come together in the 
Shieldlands to elect their new 
leader, but the gathering is 
disrupted when a mysterious 
murderer strikes. It falls to 
Beowulf to identify the culprit 
before he has a chance to kill 
again and prevent a threat to 
Rheda's continued rule. Kieran 
Bew, Joanne Whalley, William 
Hurt, David Harewood, Gisli Orn 
Gardarsson, Ed Speleers, David 
Ajala, Ian Puleston-Davies, 
Laura Donnelly and Lolita 
Chakra barti star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day: 
FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Songs of Praise. 1.50 For 
What It’s Worth. (R) 2.35 Great Barrier 
Reef with David Attenborough. (R) 3.35 
Match of the Day Live: The FA Cup. 
Tottenham Hotspur v Leicester City 
(Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker learns 
about oilseed rape farming in 
Herefordshire, and helps chef 
Jean-Christophe Novelli whip up a 
feast using the healthy product. 
Ellie Harrison goes in search of 
wildlife in Fleartwood Forest, chef 
Tony Singh visits Loch Awe in the 
Western Isles of Scotland, Tom 
Heap reports on cuts to rural 
public transport, and Adam 
Flenson meets the winner of last 
year’s Countryfile Farming Hero 
award before announcing this 
year’s nominees. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
arranges a double-date with 
Madge and Mavis for himself and 
Gastric - but has to smarten his 
friend up first. Mrs Featherstone 
has her eye on a potential new 
husband. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second of two 
programmes from Bowood 
Flouse, Wiltshire, where the 
experts examine a box engraved 
with a secret code and a Russian 
cigarette case. 

9.00 War& Peace. Andrei and Nikolai 
prepare to go into battle with the 
French, but may be walking into a 
trap. Back at home, Pierre is 
finding married life with Helene 
harder than expected. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Action from the 
weekend’s concluding third-round 
fixtures, including Oxford United v 
Swansea City, Carlisle United v 
Yeovil Town and Tottenham 
Hotspur v Leicester City. 

11.25 Film: Signs. (2002) M Night 

Shyamalan’s sci-fi thriller, starring 
Mel Gibson and Joaquin Phoenix. 

1.05 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 3.05 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.10 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Film: City Beneath the Sea. (1970) 
Sci-fi adventure, starring Stuart 
Whitman. 8.00 Monty Don’s Italian 
Gardens. (R) 9.00 Countryfile 
Compilation: Winter Wildlife. (R) 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 
James Martin: Home Comforts. (R) 
12.15 James Martin: Home Comforts. 
(R) 1.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. 
Shaun Murphy v Mark Allen. 5.00 Ski 
Sunday. 5.45 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the men’s 
final. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Entrepreneurs 
pitch their money-making ideas to 
a panel of self-made millionaires, 
who are prepared to invest their 
company’s money in the scheme if 
they think it could work. 

9.00 My Mediterranean with Adrian 
Chiles. Part two of two. Adrian 
gets in touch with his Catholic 
roots in Rome, riding a Vespa 
around the city with a priest and 
joining a crowd come to see the 
Pope in St Peter’s Square. Adrian 
also attends his first confession in 
eight years with an 80-year-old 
cardinal, learns about converting 
to Judaism while observing the 
Sabbath, helps a group of nuns in 
the kitchen, and visits a Catholic 
school where most of the pupils 
are Muslims. 

10.00A Life on Screen-Stephen Fry. 

In this documentary, Stephen Fry 
tells the story behind his success, 
with contributions from Michael 
Sheen, Hugh Laurie and Alan 
Davies. (R) 

11.00 Snooker: The Masters. Stuart 
Bingham v Ding Junhui. Hazel 
Irvine presents extended 
highlights of the first-round match 
on day one at Alexandra Palace, 
London, which was played over 
the best of 11 frames. 

11.50 Film: Disconnect. (2012) The 
complex lives of several strangers 
are made far more problematic by 
the technology they use to 
communicate. Ensemble drama, 
starring Jason Bateman and Hope 
Davis. 

1.40 Sign Zone: Countryfile Compilation: 
Winter Wildlife. Ellie Harrison reports 
from the Cotswold Water Park, where 
she helps with maintenance. Plus, a look 
back at the most memorable moments 
from the series featuring winter wildlife. 
(R) 2.35 Holby City. While battling for a 
research grant at an outdoor pursuit 
centre, Arthur tries to win Morven’s 
affections. (R) 3.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls’ 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: The 
Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.35 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.50 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.50 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 2.55 
Film: Thunderball. (1965) James Bond 
spy adventure, starring Sean Connery. 

5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Unbelievable Moments Caught 

on Camera. Part one of two. 
Alastair Stewart presents 
extraordinary eyewitness footage 
filmed by members of the public. 
7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. A murderer is on the 
loose as tribal thanes gather to 
elect their new leader, and it falls to 
Beowulf to identify the culprit 
before he has a chance to kill 
again. 

8.00 Endeavour. A mysterious fire that 
killed an artist with connections to 
political activists leaves the police 
baffled, while Bright finds himself 
short-staffed when a stomach bug 
puts most of his men on sick 
leave. The situation becomes more 
serious when a housewife dies of 
the same condition. Endeavour 
investigates a family-run 
supermarket, believing the 
infection may have stemmed from 
their stock being deliberately 
contaminated, and discovers dark 
secrets that may have a 
connection to the unexplained 
blaze. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure. The actress takes in 
the varied sights of Mongolia 
during the second leg of her 
journey, visiting the nation’s 
capital-Ulan Bator-and meeting 
renowned Mongolian throat- 
singers. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the latest fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 


6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (Ft) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

1.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

2.35 The Simpsons. (R) 3.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
4.00 Film: 17 Again. (2009) Comedy, 
starring Matthew Perry and Zac Efron. 
6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.20 Film: Ice Age: Continental Drift. 
(2012) A cataclysm leaves 
prehistoric animals Manny, Sid 
and Diego lost at sea on a drifting 
iceberg. They try to find a way to 
return home, embarking on a 
journey that leads to an encounter 
with a ferocious band of piratical 
creatures. Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voices of Ray 
Romano and John Leguizamo. 
8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood is reunited with a man who 
saved his life and joins pilgrims on 
their way to India’s holiest city, 
where he meets a monk who 
claims to have gained special 
powers from eating human flesh. 
Levison then travels into Nepal, 
encountering dangerous wildlife 
and having to flee a town in the 
middle of the night when monsoon 
rains cause flooding. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. Moritz completes 
another mission and begins to 
enjoy his new life in the West. 
When a NATO meeting is held to 
discuss the deployment of 
missiles, Tischbier gives the 
young infiltrator a new assignment 
-to break into a general’s hotel 
room and steal a top secret 
security report. In German. 

10.00The 80s: Ten Years That Changed 
Britain. A look back at British 
society and pop culture in the 
1980s, examining alternative 
comedy, football hooliganism and 
the divisive government of 
Margaret Thatcher. 

11.30 Film: Footloose. (1984) A 
rebellious student from the city 
clashes with a preacher from a 
small religious community, who 
believes dancing is immoral. 
Drama, with Kevin Bacon. 

1.25 SuperScrimpers: Winter Survival 
Tips. (R) 2.20 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.35 Gadget Man. (R) 5.00 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 5.10 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 TicketyToc. (R) 6.55 Zackand 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.55 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.20 Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Funniest Fails, 
Falls & Flops. (R) 10.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 11.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 12.50 Film: Over Her 
Dead Body. (2008) Supernatural 
romantic comedy, starring Eva Longoria 
and Paul Rudd. 2.35 Film: The First 
Wives Club. (1996) Revenge comedy, 
starring Goldie Hawn, Bette Midler and 
Diane Keaton. 4.35 Film: Herbie: Fully 
Loaded. (2005) Disney comedy sequel, 
starring Lindsay Lohan and Michael 
Keaton. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Film: Star Trek: Generations. 

(1994) USS Enterprise Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard must stop a 
deranged genius obsessed with 
gaining access to a mysterious 
energy source - regardless of the 
threat to entire civilisations that lie 
in his path. Help arrives from an 
unlikely quarter - his supposedly 
long dead predecessor Captain 
James T Kirk. Sci-fi adventure 
sequel, starring Patrick Stewart, 
William Shatner, Malcolm 
McDowell and Whoopi Goldberg. 
9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The latest 
from the star-studded compound, 
as the housemates - minus the 
one unceremoniously booted out 
as a result of Friday’s early eviction 
- begin their second weekend 
together. 

10.00The Bafta Britannia Awards 2015. 

Jack Whitehall hosts the LA-based 
ceremony recognising outstanding 
film and TV talent, with Meryl 
Streep, Sam Mendes and Harrison 
Ford among the honorees. 

11.55 Film: The River Wild. (1994) A 
white-water rafting expert on 
holiday with her family is forced to 
help two fugitives make an escape 
down a raging river. Action thriller, 
starring Meryl Streep. 

1.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside the 
Word’s Most Dangerous Prison. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 

5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.20 
The Voice UK 9.00 Film: Puss in Boots 
(2011) 10.20 Russell Howard’s Good 
News Extra 11.05 Family Guy 11.50 
American Dad! 12.35 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 1.05 Siblings 1.351 Know 
What You Weighed Last Summer 2.35 
Film: Once (2006) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 India’s Frontier Railways 8.00 
Empire of the Tsars: Romanov Russia 
with Lucy Worsley 9.00 Darcey Bussell’s 
Looking for Audrey 10.00 Goya Exposed 
with Jake Chapman 10.30 Flamenco: 
Gypsy Soul 11.30 Storyville: The Queen 
of Versailles 1.00 Genesis: Together & 
Apart 2.30 The Good Old Days 
ITV2 

12.55 Take Me Out -The Gossip 2.00 
Catchphrase 2.45 Film: Bean (1997) 

4.30 Film: The Lost World: Jurassic Park 
(1997) 7.00 Film: Nanny McPhee and the 
Big Bang (2010) 9.00 Film: Casino 
Royale (2006) 11.55 FHM: The Last of 
the Lads’ Mags 12.50 Reality Bites 1.35 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.00 Planet’s Funniest Animals 2.25 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.50 Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 
(1990) 1.50 The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 4.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Cruise 
Ship 9.00 Bette Midler: One Night Only 
10.00 Wycliffe 11.15 Film: Private 
Benjamin (1980) 1.25 Film: The Pianist 
(2002) 3.55 Heartbeat 
ITV4 

11.10 The Classic Car Show 12.10 Kojak 
3.05 Film: Captain Newman MD (1964) 
5.45 Film: Tobruk (1967) 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: The 
Keeper (2009) 11.05 Film: Assassins 
(1995) 1.45 Nitro Circus 2.05 The 
Professionals 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Film: Space Chimps 2: Zartog 
Strikes Back (2010) 2.05 The Big Bang 
Theory 2.30 The Big Bang Theory: 
Superheroes 6.30 Film: Iron Man (2008) 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 The Inbetweeners 

12.10 The IT Crowd 1.20 Gogglebox 

2.10 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.55 
Rules of Engagement 3.20 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 My Darling Clementine (1946) 

1.00 August Rush (2007) 3.15 Biggies 
(1986)5.05 Step Up 4: Miami Heat 
(2012) 7.00 Run Fat Boy Run (2007) 

9.00 Side Effects (2013) 11.10 Haywire 
(2011) 1.00 Wall Street (1987) 



MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Slimming World 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

***NEW 3.30PNI SESSION STARTS 4TH JANUARY*** 
TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 

Newall Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Road, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church (Wesley Centre) 
Spring Head @ 7.30pm 
Contact Tracey 07463 784133 

OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 
OLDBURY 
Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.15am and 
11.15am 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 9.30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 

Waterloo Street, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 


OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jane 07870 421423 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am, 11.30am, 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 01902 634883 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church 

Slater Street, @ 9.30am and 7.00pm 

Contact Jodie 07547 771319 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
SMETHWICK 
Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 9.30am 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Melisia 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 
BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 


BILSTON 

Lower Bradley Community Centre 
Wallace Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community Church, 
Merton Close (off Pound Road) @ 7.30pm 
Contact Stacy 07411 486694 

Tl VI DALE 

St Michael’s Church, 

Tividale Road, B69 2LQ @ 5.00pm and 
7.00pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

THURSDAY 


****NEW GROUP OPENS 7TH JANUARY** 
TIVIDALE 

Ormaston Sandwell Community Academy, 
Lower City Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Sarah 07875 445462 



WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road @ 9.30am 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.30am 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub (Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Carole 07854 413929 


FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 
Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 
ROWLEY REGIS 
Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 9.30am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 

OLDBURY 

Bleakhouse Library, 

Bleakhouse Road @ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestyle Centre, 

Newbury Lane, B69 1HE @ 9.00am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 


Or just come along 

Career opportunities for past and 
present members in this area 
contact Jenny on 
0121 556 5909 for more details. 


visit tk t wdositt for dAixlous 

slimmingworld.co.uke 
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touching hearts, changing lives 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Left to Die, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman devotes herself to freeing her wrongfully 
convicted mother from a brutal Ecuador prison. Fact- 
based drama, starring Barbara Hershey. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

A Simple Plan, BBC1,11.40pm 

Two brothers and a friend stumble on a fortune in 
unmarked small dollar bills in the wreckage of a plane 
and decide to squirrel it away for themselves. 

However, the strain of keeping the cache secret takes 
its toll as guilt, paranoia and greed change their 
relationship for ever. Sam Raimi’s psychological 
thriller, starring Bill Paxton. (1998) 

WEDNESDAY 

Too Late to Say Goodbye, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers her husband is having an affair 
and confides in a mystery man she meets on the 
internet. When her spouse’s lover dies under 
suspicious circumstances, she fears he may have 
murdered her - or that her online friend is not as 
trustworthy as he appears. Drama, starring Stefanie 
von Pfetten, Rob Lowe and Yannick Bisson. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

Final Recourse, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A wealthy businesswoman spirals into substance 
abuse as a way of dealing with a tragedy, and, in the 
haze of a drunken stupor, she is kidnapped. Held in a 
makeshift prison by her captors, she goes through the 
agony of drug and alcohol withdrawal, before 
managing to escape and return home to her family. It’s 
only then, however, that she realises someone close 
to home may have been behind her abduction. 

Thriller, starring Teri Polo and Chazz Palminteri. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Eagle Eye, BBC1,11.55pm 

Two strangers find themselves on the run from the 
authorities when they receive mysterious phone calls 
informing them their lives are in danger. They are 
forced to follow the instructions of a woman who is 
tracking their every move, while at the same time 
trying to discover who is behind the conspiracy. 
Thriller, sprite?Shia LaBeouf. . 


Derren Pushes things 
on to another level 


D id your parents ask the 
question: “if they told you to 
jump off a roof, would you?’.’ 
Well, Derren Brown is putting that 
notion to the test this evening (sort of), 
as he returns to TV with arguably his 
most his most ambitious experiment 
to date - The Push. 

But rather than directly instruct 
someone to jump from a great height, 
in this brand-new one-off 
psychological experiment, the multi 
award-winning illusionist is aiming to 
persuade an unwitting member of the 
public to push another person off a 
roof, seemingly to their death. 

According to Brown, this illusion will 
investigate the powers of social 
compliance and how authority, peer 
pressure or ideology can be used to 
make people carry out horrific acts. 

Brown believes that when 
confronted with authority, our natural 
instinct is to unflinchingly obey. 

‘The world of social compliance is a 
deeply fascinating one and hopefully 
we will take the viewer on a journey 
that will be disturbing and entertaining 
in equal measure,” he says. 


His subject is Chris Kingston, a 
29-year-old member of the public who 
is unaware he’s being filmed or 
manipulated at a distance, and the 
setting is the gala launch night of a 
fictitious new charity called Push. 

Since the first broadcast of his first 
TV show Derren Brown: Mind Control 
in 2000, Brown has become 
increasingly well know. 

His touring shows, as well as his TV 
specials often have fans eager with 
anticipation about what the 44-year- 
old is going to do next, and he has 
just finished a nationwide tour of his 
latest show Miracle in which he looked 
at the work of Christian evangelicals 
and their supposed healing powers. 

The master entertainer is almost 
unrecognisable from the spiky haired, 
goatee-bearded magician sort of a 
decade years ago. 

But he looks back on his growing 
back catalogue of work with great 
pride, and two shows in particular 
stand out for him: 

‘Apocalypse and Hero At 30,000 Ft,” 
he says. 

‘The fun of setting up and executing 


what were essentially huge practical 
jokes, and the impact the shows 
made on their protagonists’ lives, 
made them my personal favourites. 

“I’ve remained close to both of the 
guys involved and they continue to do 
well.” 

This show should follow along 
similar lines, but whether or not Brown 
will still be on friendly terms with 
Kingston after basically duping him 
into an act of attempted murder this 
evening, remains to be seen. 

The trickster’s power to persuade 
and enthral is still as strong as ever, 
but he insists there is nothing 
malicious about anything that he does. 

“I am often dishonest in my 
techniques but I’m always honest 
about my dishonesty,” he states. 

One thing’s for sure, after an hour 
watching him tonight you will once 
again be sat perplexed, asking that 
age-old Brown question: “How has he 
done that?” 

So sit back, take a deep breath, and 
try to get your grey matter around how 
he has pulled off his latest act of 
Derren-do. 



Derren Brown: Pushed To The Edge, Tuesday, Channel 4, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

How To Lose Weight Well 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. In Britain, around 11 million people - 
almost one in six of the population - are on some 
form of diet; many in a bid to slim down for a 
particular event. In this programme, Dr Xand van 
Tulleken and dietician Hala El-Shafie help six 
people go on the most hyped and written about 
diets on the market, with the volunteers divided into 
Crashers on short-term regimens, Shape Shifters 
on six-week programmes, and Life Changers on 
four-month plans. In the first episode, Katie and 
Rachael want to slim down before a weekend 
getaway, and have just 10 days to do so. 

TUESDAY 
Stargazing 2016 
BBC2, 9pm 

Just under a month ago, Professor Brian Cox and 
the ever-inquisitive Dara O Briain headed up the 
BBC’s coverage of Tim Peake’s journey to the 
International Space Station. Now they’re back, and 
although a new run of Stargazing Live might not be 
quite as nail-biting, it remains hugely entertaining 
for astronomers and plucky amateurs alike. Here’s 
hoping they get plenty of clear skies when they take 
up residence at Jodrell Bank Observatory in 


Cheshire for the next three nights. Stay tuned when 
the programme finishes at 10pm for spin-off show 
Stargazing: Back to Earth, in which the duo lead a 
discussion with experts and the studio audience 
about all things astronomical. 

WEDNESDAY 

Mary Portas: Secret Shopper 
Channel 4,8pm 

When it comes to getting the lowdown on 
Britain’s high street, nobody does it better 
than Mary Portas. Last week, she began a 
new run of this series, in which she works 
with some of our best-known brands, as 
well as more obscure firms, to give 
shoppers the kind of service they deserve. 

This time around, Portas heads off to Kent 
where hair salon Shobie and Co is in 
trouble thanks to an ever-widening rift 
between the staff and the business’s 
owners. This regularly results in foul- 
mouthed rants on the shop floor, which 
is driving customers away. It’s Portas’ 
job to get everyone singing from the 
same hymn sheet, although that could 
be easier said than done. However, if she 
doesn’t succeed, it’s likely that Shobie and 
Co will be no more. 


THURSDAY 
Birds of a Feather 
I TV, 8.30pm 

When the first episode of this sitcom aired all the 
way back in 1989, it saw Tracey discovering that 
her husband Darryl owed his fortune to his sideline 
as an armed robber rather than his day 
job building conservatories. So 
somehow it seems strangely fitting 
that this week, Tracey gets home 
from her ex’s funeral to discover 
the house has been burgled. 
However, the family don’t have 
long to reflect on the irony of the 
situation, as they decide to track 
down their possessions instead. 
It’s a quest that takes them to a 
snooker hall, a pawnbroker, 
and perhaps somewhat 
more unexpectedly, the 
infamous Theydon Boys 
drag club. 

FRIDAY 
That’s So 1985 
Channel 5,8pm 

2016 has only 
just started, but 


Channel 5 is already inviting us to cast our minds 
back to an earlier time, when Sinclair C5’s briefly 
looked like the future of transport, and Bob Geldof 
caused almost as much as a stir for swearing on live 
TV as he did for trying to tackle famine in Ethiopia. 
Yes, this nostalgic new series looking at eight key 
years from the 1980s and 1990s begins with a look 
at 1985, one of the most remarkable years of the 
decade. As well as reminiscing about such pop 
culture highlights as Live Aid, Nick Kamen disrobing 
in a laundrette to sell jeans, and the launch of MTV, 
the programme also examines some of the more 
serious events making headlines. It recalls how the 
world of football was shaken by two major tragedies, 
the political changes taking place in Russia, and the 
sinking of the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior. 

Shetland 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. On board the Aberdeen to Shetland 
ferry, a woman witnesses an altercation between 
two men - one of whom subsequently goes 
missing. Later, a young boy is admitted to intensive 
care after consuming pills he mistook for sweets 
found on the beach. Dl Jimmy Perez searches the 
shoreline and recovers a rucksack containing more 
pills and a ferry ticket - which a hooded figure tries 
to snatch from him. 



USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 


Bison’ loft ladders, 


only available from 


& labour guarantee 


Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

I: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

NEW: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


BLINDS 

S A. NO WELL- www blind-deabico ufc 


BEST DEAL 

3 child safo 

vert iGcl IS 

p^r household offer 


NO OBLIGATOR HOML QUOTE 




ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE A FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS A GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


coelici yopt 

advtdor lo sw oor 
*br iC tMixQtt A oltw 


0800 0214266 




•Clipping •Scissoring 'Hand Stripping 

~±yuu Vjuf/f/iriy - 

•Full Grooming •Bath, Blow Dry 
and finishing 


Groomed to breed standard or 
owner requirments 

Call today on (iMl 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 



REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality , 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

Fj 7T £3 CT3 E 

2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 
£98 £121 £141 £174 £141 




systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


W HENLEY 
*FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 Jj© 

Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury g 
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PUZZLES 


23 


BRAIN GYM 


No.359 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

B 

2 

G 

3 

K 

C 

5 

Y 

6 z 

M 

8 

N 

9 E 

10 

T 

w 

12 

O 

13 

L 

14 

X 

15 

A 

16 

R 

17 

1 

18 

D 

19 

J 

20 

F 

21 

V 

22 

s 

23 

P 

24 

u 

25 

Q 

26 

H 


Double Crossword 

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. It enables one to 

1 . The way to cite 

follow the lines laid 

arrangement as 
exciting pity (8) 

down (7,6) 

2. Fish 1 get in position 

8. Professor? (8) 

(6) 

3. A tree in the hand 

9. They may be slow - 

(4) 

wise, too (4) 

4. Status as a 

10. Animals at the 

candidate (8) 

5. Where pupils grow 

wheel? (6) 

in our eyes (6) 

12. Likely to get 

6. Transaction in 

wood? (4) 

agreeing (2,4) 

11. They don’t intend 

14. Afraid of such 

one to go bare¬ 

cadres (6) 

backed (8) 

1 3. It’s as you were 

16. Sort of look from 

without small coins 

the batsman? (6) 

(2,6) 

15. Snub polish again 

18. Where Thomas the 

(6) 

bighead is buried 

(4) 

17. In company, 

waywardly conceals 
it by whatever 

20. Time to jump? (4,4) 

means (6) 

22. Take court action, 

19. A row in the making 

but don’t expect it 

(4) 

21. Chief curved 

free (6,1,6) 

structure (4) 





Sudoku 


5 




4 




7 

3 



2 




1 

8 


1 

9 



7 

5 






8 


3 



1 


2 

1 
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7 
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9 


5 

7 


3 


8 

6 


1 

4 




8 



2 





5 
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Quick Clues: 
Across 

7. Diverse (13) 

8 . Disdain (8) 

9. Inquires (4) 

10. Be there (6) 

12. Close tightly (6) 
14. Thrust (6) 

16. Pass (6) 

18. Annoying child (4) 
20. Dawn (4-4) 

22. Impartial (13) 


Down 

1. Newsman (8) 

2. Alight (6) 

3. Shape (4) 

4. Feeler (8) 

5. Discount (6) 

6. Twilight (4) 

11. Frail (8) 

13. Patron (8) 

15. Decomposed (6) 
17. Admission (6) 
19. Incursion (4) 

21. Protection (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Snip; 8 Imposition; 9 Short¬ 
age; 10 Reap; 12 Swords; 14 Stolon; 15 Stoves; 

17 Better; 18 Then; 19 Derision; 21 Minute-book; 
22 Eddy. Down: 2 Night-watch; 3 Pier; 4 Spears; 
5 Assess; 6 Start out; 7 Snap; 11 Above-board; 
13 Ravenous; 16 Sodden; 17 Barrow; 18 Tome; 

20 Sake. QUICK - Across: 1 Sway; 8 Amelio¬ 
rate; 9 Economic; 10 Type; 12 Script; 14 Stress; 
15 Paused; 17 Punish; 18 Etna; 19 Malapert; 

21 Discretion; 22 Gate. Down: 2 Witchcraft; 3 
Yawn; 4 Permit; 5 Pisces; 6 Brethren; 7 Dene; 11 
Postscript; 13 Instance; 16 Dampen; 17 Pallid; 

18 Ends; 20 Pang. 


Niner 


1. Of which planet is Rhea is satellite? 

2. Where, precisely, is the Sargasso Sea? 

3. In which American state is the city of 
Yonkers? 

4. What sort of a bird is a wryneck? 

5. How did British soldier Orde Wingate 
die? 


6. What is the fifth note of a musical 
scale? 

7. What is scrimshaw? 

8. Which architect designed the 1851 
Crystal Palace? 

9. In Australian slang, what does ‘the good 
oil’ mean? 

10. What is a gibus? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Spain; 2 Wystan Hugh; 3 Cuba; 

4 The person in charge of moving and 
setting up camera tracks and scenery; 

5 Daedalus; 6 Skirt-like garment worn by 
Polynesians; 7 Leo; 8 1971; 9 Orchid; 

10 Terence Rattigan. 

Niner: DIPLOMATS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


1234 gives a girl’s name, 

98962 gives another girl’s name, 
79543 gives a boy’s name. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


L?a.5iqn.& (Hindi 

Vfe/tACOf Blind SlMfciaJirt 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, 

West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: 

• 10 Wassell Road, Hasbury,Halesowen B63 4LF 

• Bearwood Indoor Market 



wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedro oms LTD _ 

Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 




BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


A 

adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 
West Bromwich for over 100 years Leasehold Reform Property 


Legal services available locally 


Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


Forthcoming CottOIIS 
Auction 


CMAITtRID SURVIVORS 


Tuesday 23rd February 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

" No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 
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JOLLY’S 


FINEST FISH 
AND CHIPS AND 
GRILL HOUSE 


VOTED NUMBER ONE 
FISH & CHIP SHOP IN 
SANDWELL 2015 


Mon -Thur 12 -2pm 4-10.30pm 3 DUDLEY PORT ROAD 
DUDLEY PORT DY4 7RP 

Card payment now accepted (50p charge) 07364 166083 


MIDLAND- 

SUPPLIES 


WHOLESALE PET SHOP & GENERAL PUBLIC 



EEESS RsXs© 


145 Potters Lane, Wednesbury, West Midlands. WS10 OAT 

0121 556 1497 www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk 


T&D FENCING 


1 LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, | 

, CLOSEBOARD PANELS AND GATES SUPPLIED , 
, ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED , 

1 FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME , 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, J 
1 THE OLD FIRE STATION, * 

I rgg^i ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK I 

1 1 1 9851 www.TandDfencing.co.uk 1 1 9851 1 


S 0121-565 4533 


West Midlands Upholstery Ltd 

Sofas and Chairs Handmade in England 
Re-upholstery service * New Foam Seating 
Orthopedic Range * Footstools & Cushions 
Seat Pads * Dining room * Chair Pads re-covered 
Caravan Seating re-covered 

Tel: 0121 520 4500 

www.westmidsupholstery.co.uk 

Unit 17 Eclipse Trading Estate, Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 


'HE BRUNSWICK 


Free Function 
Room Available 
0121 502 4939 


301 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 OQQ 

0121 502 4939 




ge® £Z3®@© 


Unit 30, Bridge Road, Toll End, Tipton, 
West Midlands DY4 OHR 


V7Wtrrf!iTTTi]TT^m nkTrfl/ilCTTTTffi 

T^fhgfitnrtisQOgig 893 @530 

BwwwiifldigduBlcbJijKl 


■ website for opening times and prices 


^ SHOWN LIVE 

FREE' N T ° • FREE JUKEBOX 
rWiT^i w* 3JABLE POOL ROOM 
™ >FREE FUNCTION ROdRlF 
• NO LONGER A MEMBERS CLUB 

OPENING TIMES: MON TO THUR 4PM - 12PM 
FRI TO SUN 12 NOON - LATE 


Function Room Available 
For All Occasions. 


Three; Diamonds 

BAR AND GRILL 

^ 

I Horner Way, Rowley Regis B65 OJQ 
sky SPORTS Tel: 0121 559 6040 / bt Sport 


WE ARE TARGETING 
YOU TO VOLUNTEER! 


Just a few hours each week can 
enhance your life by helping others 
CALL US NOW ON 0121 544 8326 



Volunteer Centre 


Municipal Building, Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 2AB 

www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk 


Mobile Bicycle 
Repairs & Servicing 

07836 678 221 

Repairs at home or work 
Collection & Delivery 

email: eddiegrout@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bike-medicwestmids.com 



LIQUOR 

5 


Specialist 
Off Licence 
Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 


334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB 
0121-552 3270 

MANY OFFERS IN STORE 

All major credit cs 


Room on FOR HIRE 

Brook Street Community Centre 

Bloomfield Road, Tipton DY4 9DD 

reg 

charity no 


gRgspasifflg 



1103126 I Bagnaii street, ocher Hill, Tipton. DV4 oeq 


GREAT BARR 

HOTEL 


I www.thegreatbarrhotel.com 


Great Barr Hotel, 

Pear Tree Drive, Great Barr. 
B43 6HS 

Tel: 0121 357 1141 


TIVIDALE 3ZZ 

* 




2A ASHTREE ROAD, 
TIVIDALE 
« OLDBURY 

WEST MIDLANDS B69 2HD 

0121 544 01 14 

tividale-motor@btconnect.com 
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•• 

•• 


All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 
Childcare vouchers accepted 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 


•• 

•• 


0121 556 6222 

# 57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF J 
•jp www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk *|p 




Walker Meats 

2A - 3 Union Street 
Wednesbury, 

West Mids WS10 7HD 
0121 502 5522 

We Supply 
Fresh Meat Daily to 
Retail / Wholesale 
& Catering 



WE SUPPLY AND Flf 
ALL TYPES OF FENCING 
& SLABBING 

www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com 
40-45 Park Lane, 

Oldbury B69 4LP 0800 955 3865 — 


FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS 
THROUGHOUT THE MIDLANDS 

AJM BUILDING & 
MAINTENANCE 

* BRICKWORK * ROOFING * PATIOS * FENCING 

* FASCIAS/GUTTERING * CONVERSIONS 

* EXTENSIONS * CHIMNEY SPECIALIST 

0121 530 1351/ 
07804 493140 



Sandw ell Valley Riding Centre 

• Holiday Activities 

• School Groups 

• Adult/Children Group 
Bookings 

• Stabled & Grass Livery 

• DIY Livery and much more 
35 years experience with qualified staff and 

are members of the Pony Club and ABRS 


Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich B70 3SU 
0121 588 2103/ 07900 188079 
www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk 



Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPR 

Telephone: 0121 525 1958 


HEATING & 
PLUMBING 


Rad way I 

■ LIMITE D I 

• Professional and Reliable Heating Service 

• Installation, Repairs and Maintenance 

• Design and Installation 

All at competitive prices 4 safe 

Call for a free quote 45S14 


23 STANWAY ROAD TEL: 0121 532 4086 
WEST BROMWICH MOB: 07771 522466 



AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

New and Reconditioned 
Appliances available 

dyson 



■ Established 21 yi 

Djm 

DOMESTICS 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 






































































































AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY FIRM SINCE 1894 


Compassion when you need it most.. 


S.Webb & Son Ltd. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

compassionate, professional, understanding 

\ 


17 Upper High Street 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 


telephone: 0121 556 0056 covers all areas 

The Directors of Sidney Webb would like it to be known that they have 
no connection with George Webbs of West Bromwich 


SCRUFFY PUPZ 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE g 
0121 522 3332 




07964 220937 


SHAUN’S AUTOS 

VW & Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work p. r >or p *11 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs * * LL 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding 1° our 

friendly experienced staff 

aasEST 1 " Paril ’ M ° b; 07816 951836 

West Bromwich B70 9EN T: 0121 553 0600 


In an ever changing media landscape the ‘ultra local’ free weekly Chronicle titles remain a powerful 
force for advertisers. Local media is still the most effective platform for driving consumer action. \ 

Why not make our coverage and readership work for you and choose your audience from one or \ 
more of these Chronicles; Wolverhampton, Dudley Stourbridge, Halesowen, Cannock, Sandwell ' ^ 
and Walsall. For more information call our advertisement manager Kim Hazel on 01902 319660. 
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ChapeI Tyres 

• Alloy Wheel Specialists 

• 4 Wheel Alignment 

• High Performance Tyres A 

• New & Part Worn A 

Tel: 0121 580 2001 f 

Fax: 0121 580 2071 
12 High Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 6JX 
chapel.tyres@hotmail.co.uk 
www.chapeltyres.co.uk 


Gas Central Heating ■ Central Heating Filters ■ Showers ■ Outside Taps ■ Rain Water Guttering 



Tel/Fax: 0121 5561419 
Mobile: 07961 846856 

Email: agwph@blueyonder.co.uk • 
to Web: www.agwplumbingandheating.net , 


Tanks & Cylinders ■ Water Service ■ Pipe Repairs ■ Tiling ■ Plastering ■ Carpenty ■ Kitchens 8 
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Opening Times: Monday-Friday 8 am-5.30 pm, Saturday 8 am-12 n 


SANDWELL DIESEL 

BOSCH CAR SERVICE CENTRE 
COMMON RAIL DIESEL SPECIALIST 

INJECTOR TESTING 

■» ALL MAKES, SERVICING & 

MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

* PFTRm AND DIFftFI 


THE CHIPPY WITH THE Q STAR RATING 

mWm Card Pa V ment Open M on -Sat 
Now Accepted 11.45am-10.00pm 

VERY GOOD I 

10 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 8EZ 

0121 557 2351 


ALL MAKES, SERVICING & 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
PETROL AND DIES EL 


Unit 3, Potters Lane ^— 

Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 OAS 




Supafit Motorists 


IVE DISCOUNTS] 


WM 


Laser W heel j 
Alignment! 


Front Brake Pads Fitted from £39.95 

www.supafitmotoristcentre.co.uk 

Unit 1 Bridge Street Industrial Estate, 
Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAW 


G.D.Memorials 


We Offer a Variety of 
Head Stones & Kerb Sets 

From 

£599 

’ inc VAT 

\ Ogee Shape 
Design 


>>T77T77> /i\ffT* 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 

07807 371820 01922 646222 



Bay Windows from £790 


f® 


• Upvc Windows 

• Composite windows 
& doors 

• Conservatories 

• Orangeries 

• Porches 

• Extensions, Carports 
& Canopies 

• Bi-fold & Upvc doors 

• Timber & Aluminium 
Doors and Windows 

• Repair service 

• Rehau 72mm profile 

T&Cs apply 


French Doors from £750 | 

Bespoke requirements < 



Guardian Tiled 


www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


BJT - BUDGET 

FENCING & BUILDING SUPPLIES 


SUPPLIERS OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

• Central heating and plumbing materials 
• Gates, grilles fabricated 


0121 5528004 Mobile: 07957491938 

49 TAT BANK ROAD OLDBURY B69 4NJ 

0121544 4409 


Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, 
Middlemore Road, B21 OAY 

0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 

www.westmidlandglazing.com 


LJ v 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 



Electrical 

Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone O 1 2 1 505 51 08 

vtsA\m 


Open Monday-Saturday | (^ 00 ^ 

9.00am-6.30pm 1 'Mmm 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


ifslSPI RATIO ISTAL- 

FIRE F I R E P L E S 

Be . inspired 

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 10 am-6 pm * , 1/ 
Showroom: 

404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 


FOR ALL YOUR CENTRAL 
HEATING REQUIREMENTS 


• INSTALLATIONS • BREAKDOWNS 
• SERVICE & MAINTENANCE • BATHROOMS 
• BOILER CHANGES • CENTRAL HEATING 
• COOKERS & FIRES 


TONY GRIFFITHS . 

gama osiiiugiiin 1 /safe 

tonyg@datasys.org.uk iSo 


MOBILE 07956129150 


2 Churchfields Way, West Bromwich B71 4DP 


CRISPOL 

INTERIORS 

LIMITED 


Unit 25 
Queens Court 
Trading Estate 
Greets Green Road 
West Bromwich 
B70 9EG 
0121 520 2292 


BEDROOMS 

mmMsm 

SHOPFITTING 




Rear oi 64 High Street |: West Bromwich |j West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS^ 

(0121} 520 3388 
07721 387990 


• LOCK UPGRADES Anti Snap / Anti Drill / Anti Pick 

• Safes supplied and fitted FREE 

• Commercial & Residential S EC U RITV 

• Key cutting service SURVEYS 

Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121 567 5071 • 07834 882294 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294 
Head Office: 132 WalsaU Road, West Bromwich B71 3HP 
www.wednesburylockandsafe.co.uk 



££>, Complete Jj&r, 

. NdZP’ 


~ CoacV^ PreS ‘ h °°' 

SP ° )ob vaca,oes 


Co mm H ° Uda ^bs 

mmuni 'y c afes 


Complete Kidz, Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, Smethwick, B66 1RB 
www.completekidz.co.uk 0121 552 2006 


07793 

943361 


flcEG TRflll session 

Fun weekly classes and holiday 
workshops which use the performing 
arts to raise the potential of every child, 
increasing confidence and sel esteem 

www.5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 

mail@5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 
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GPS 

CONSTRUCTIONS 
LTD 

01215882740 
07956888611 
I www.gpsconstructions.com I 


A.J. 
ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 

07771 666690 


WEST TIMBER 
& STEEL LTD 

Rear 64 High Street, 
West Bromwich 
B70 6JT 

0121 553 0666 


T&D FENCING 

Unit 405, 
Smethwick 
Enterprise Centre, 
Rolfe Street 


0121 565 4533 


f #1 


CALTOURS OF 
BIRMINGHAM 
LTD 

0121 459 7524 
I www.caltours-coach.co.uk 


SANDWELL 

DIESEL 

Potters Lane 
Wednesbury 

0121 5561122 


ECO PIPE 

0800 233 5688 
I www.ecopipeheating.com I 


SAMSON 
& LION 

01384 76062 
I www.samsonandlion.co.uk 



IDEAL 
HOMECARE 

5 Hall Green Road, 
West Bromwich 
B71 3JS 

0121 588 5737 
www.idealhomecare.co.uk I 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 


07860 206713/ 
0121 602 0966 


THE GAP 


TATTOO BY 

CENTRE 


TOMO 

Hargate Lane, 

West Bromwich 

B71 1PH 

0121 525 4442 


107 Three Shires 

Oak Road, 
Bearwood B67 5BT 

www.thegaponline.org 


0121 429 1566 

1 




COMPLETE KIDZ 
& TOTZ ZONE 

Unit 2 & 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, 
Smethwick B66 1RB 

0121 552 2006 
www.completekidz.co.uk 


CROSSWAYS 
| MOTOR BODIES 

Station Road, 
Cradley Heath 
B64 6PL 

0121 559 4040 


D.B. PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

0121 647 3585 
www.db-maintenance.co.uk 




RUSSELL’S 

SKIPS 

0121 520 3388 
07721 387990 




CROSSWELLS 


BRUNSWICK 

INN 


FISH BAR 

0121 532 0050 


Crankhall Lane, 
Wednesbury 

www.crosswells.co.uk 


0121 502 3140 


LONDIS 

SUPERMARKET 

Langley High Street 
Oldbury 

0121 552 2613 


SMB 

AUTOCENTRE 

4A Chester Road 
Cradley Heath 

01384 380 982 


APEX 

WINES 

87 Gorsty Hill Road 
Rowley Regis 


BATES 
TOOL HIRE 

Unit 59 

Percy Business Park 
Rounds Green Road, 
Oldbury 

0121 552 4969 


THE HERBAL 
CENTRE 

10B Peckingham 
Street 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 



THE BIG PET 
STORE 

Dudley Road 
Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 


CHAPMANS 

ELECTRICAL 

Reddal Hill Road 
Cradley Heath 

01384 566497 


CHAPMANS 

CHIPPY 

Home of the Famous 
‘Crispy Horny Basket’ \ 
32 Whitehall Road 
West Bromwich 


HILL TOP FISH 
BAR 

‘Fresh Cod Delivered Daily’ 

Hill Top, 

West Bromwich 

0121 556 2521 


HOME 

SELECTIONS 

Britannia Street 
Oldbury 

0121 557 7222 
www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 


THE ANGLE 
RING COMPANY 

Bllomfield Road, 
Tipton DY4 9EH 

0121 552 4969 


HANNINGTONS 

TOYS& 

LEISUREWEAR 

Unit 7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street, Tipton 

0121 5571920 


DANCERS LTD 
'SALE NOW ON’ 

Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 5501237 

KENT ROAD 
FISH BAR 

103 Kent Road 
Halesowen 

0121 422 2162 


mUFtbej advertisersLom tmsi 




PLUMBMASTER 

6 Genners Lane, 
Bartley Green, 
Birmingham 
B32 3JL 

0121 4751112 


COLLEY LANE 


NAJRAN 

FISH BAR 


SHEDS & 

89 Colley Lane 


FENCING 



Spring Hill, 

Halesowen 


Birmingham 

07833 693423 


0121 456 3555 





BLACK 
COUNTRY 
GLAZING 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

GRANITELAND 

54-56 Lyde Green 
Halesowen 

01384 639000 


GASTEK 
SOLUTIONS 

Service Plans from 
£14.99 

01384 560856 
www.gasteksolutions.co.uk| 

BREW AND 
VIEW 

‘Beer & Wine 
Making Kits’ 
Blackheath Market 

0121 5321850 
www.brewandview.co.uk 
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Estate agents you can trust 


For most of us buying or selling a home is the 
most expensive - and stressful - thing we will 
ever do. 

Some research has even found people 
claiming it was more painful that being made 
redundant, getting divorced or even going 
bankrupt. 

So it is absolutely vital to make the right choice 
when deciding whether to use a traditional 
estate agent, an online house selling website, 
one of the new ‘hybrid’ agents or even just 
going it alone. 

And if you decide to use an estate agent, it is 
equally vital to make sure you choose the right 
one for you. 

The best way to be reassured that you are 
putting yourself in good hands is to look out for 
the NAEA logo. 

The National Association of Estate Agents is 
the UK’s leading professional body for estate 
agency personnel, being part of a group 
representing 13,000 members who practice 
across all aspects of property services both in 
the UK and overseas. 

These include residential and commercial sales 


and lettings, property management, business 
transfer, auctioneering and land. The NAEA is 
also a sister organisation to the Association of 
Residential Letting Agents (ARLA). 

NAEA is dedicated to the goal of 
professionalism within all aspects of property, 
estate agency and land. Its aim is to reassure 
the general public that by appointing an NAEA 
member to represent them they will receive in 
return the highest level of integrity and service 
for all property matters. Both NAEA and ARLA 
members are bound by a vigorously enforced 
Code of Practice and adhere to professional 
Rules of Conduct. Failure to do so can result 
in heavy financial penalties and possible 
expulsion from the associations. 

With house prices back on the up, largely 
because demand for homes currently far 
outweighs the supply, the property market 
has become even more of a minefield than in 
previous years. 

Mark Flayward, managing director at the 
National Association of Estate Agents, says: “In 
such a lively market, it’s important that agents 
are delivering exceptional standards of service. 


“Consumers need to ensure that they are 
looking for the NAEA logo in estate agents’ 
windows, doors and on websites. NAEA 
agents integrate high quality and best practice 
services in to everything they do. 

“They are regulated and adhere to a strict code 
of practice. Whilst problems can and do arise 
during the process of buying or selling a home, 
using a NAEA agent will put consumers’ minds 
at ease that any issues can be dealt with in a 
professional and safe manner.” 

Research carried out by the association for 
its Look for the Logo campaign found nearly 
two thirds - 60 per cent - of home buyers and 
sells had faced problems with their estate 
agents over the last five years, but 39 per cent 
had not considered whether their agents were 
regulated or not That meant their agent might 
not have been signed up to a code of conduct 
or have any regulatory body over seeing them. 
More than a third of those taking part in 
the survey (37 per cent) admitted that their 
problems could have been avoided if their 
agent was better regulated. 

The biggest complaint from the UK’s property 


market was the fact that their estate agent had 
bad communication skills - either not calling 
them back, or chasing them too much (21 per 
cent). A further one in seven (14 per cent) felt 
as though their agent didn’t care about them. 
An additional 13 per cent claimed that their 
estate agent had not told them about known 
faults in properties they were looking at. 

Mark Hayward said: “Buying a property is the 
biggest purchase and financial commitment 
of your life, and can be an overwhelming 
experience. It takes a lot of hard work and 
research to ensure you are ticking all the right 
boxes, and no doubt people come across 
many challenges along the way. An estate 
agent should really be there to help this 
process, not hinder, and therefore the choice of 
which agent to go with is an important one. 
“With the extensive administrative tasks 
and processes involved in buying or selling 
a home, communication between agents 
and homeowners is essential. It’s the estate 
agents’ role to make these processes seem 
as pain-free and seamless as possible, which 
regulated agents endeavour to do.” 


Problems 
faced by 
the buyer 
and seller 



NAEA 

National Association of 
Estate Agents 

Bad communication - either not calling 
enough, or chasing too much: 21 per 
cent 

Buyer or seller felt as if the agent didn’t 
care about them: 14 per cent 
Not being informed about known 
property faults, e.g. - structural issues, 
damp, etc: 13 per cent 
Making promises they could not keep: 11 
per cent 

Being too pressurising: 10 per cent 
Over exaggerating a property 
description: 10 per cent 
Over pricing a property that a buyer is 
interested in: nine per cent 
Feeling as if the agent was dishonest: 
nine per cent 

The agent not having all the information 
the buyer or seller needed e.g. service 
charges, council tax: eight per cent 
Not being able to contact the agent: 
eight per cent 

Not putting the right offers to vendors: six 
per cent 

Agents forgetting who the buyer or seller 
was (too many buyers or sellers on the 
agents’ books at one time): six per cent 



He's sold 



: you are thinking of selling, look no further than 
re estate agents in these pages for the best local 
:dvice available. 


Professional accredited local agent service 

Free valuation 

Local area knowledge 

Adverts in local newspapers, online and 

office window display 

Registered house hunters 

Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 


urn to your local estate agent to sell your 
>roperty and you will be SOLD ON: 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


©ip 


Ehgwood 


Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


Next Auction Coming Soon 



Advantages of Selling By Auction 

• Quick Sale 

• Immediate Exchange of Contracts 

• Certainty of Sale 

• 28 Day Completion 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 


Birmingham & The South A 

T: 0121 233 5046 1 

y T£>Tr‘T 

s .~ ■- 

^ rtf 

r n m [ 

Black Country & The North | 

-- .3 1 1 f 1 r 

A 

T: 07830 375 823 

W: cpbigwood.com 

@CPBigwood 
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"humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



I £189,950 

| BEARWOOD | 

£495,000 

| BEARWOOD I 

£199,950| 



| £165,000 

| BEARWOOD | 

£279,950 

| QUINTON 1 

£159,950| 




LOOK AT SOME OF WHAT WE DID IN 2015 

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME DON’T DELAY, CALL US TODAY FOR A 
“NO OBLIGATION MARKET APPRAISAL” OF YOUR PROPERTY 

WE ENVISAGE 2016 BEING VERY BUSY WITH MANY MORE BUYERS 
NOW REGISTERING, SO WHY NOT MAKE SURE YOU ARE ONE 
OF THE FIRST SELLERS TO BENEFIT 


* NO SALE NO FEE * NO UPFRONT FEES 

* NO WITHDRAWAL FEES 


ING HUMBERSTONES HOMES? 


2 LOCAL BRANCHES 
FLOORPLANS 
RIGHTMOVE LISTING 


■ QUALITY EYE CATCHING WINDOW DISPLAYS 

■ PROMINENT HIGH STREET OFFICES 

■ FRIENDLY KNOWLEDGABLE STAFF 


• COMPETITIVE FEES 

• PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 

• FULLY RESPONSIVE WEBSITE 




BEARWOOD 


£184,950 





BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 


D1567 


D1523 


BEARWOOD 


D1315 



FIND OUR PROPERTIES 


(J)nThe/V\arketc 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 
































































pauldubberley 


www.pauldubberley.co.ul 


Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


Bilston 

01902 505974 



• Purpose Built Ground Floor Flat 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 1 Bedroom, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 0/10 OOC 

Viewing: 


• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Sought after Established Location 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: o-i H O OOO 

Viewing: LI 1 U,UUU 


• Modern Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 bedrooms, EPC tba 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OO OOO 

Viewing: LI ^U,UUU 


• Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC TBC 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£125,000 


• Modern 3 Storey Semi Detached Town House 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Spacious Family Accommodation 

• 4 Bedrooms • 2 ensuites, EPC B 

Viewing: AROUND: £-| 56,500 


• Modern First Floor Apartment 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• Security Entrance Doors 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 070 AAA 

Viewing: L/U,UUU 




• Modern Semi Detached 

• Superbly Presented Accommodation 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: OH H O 000 

Viewing: _ LTT^UUU 



• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OO OOO 

Viewing: LI OU,UUU 



• Upper Floor Maisonette 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Modern Bathroom & Kitchen 

• , Spacious Lounge 

OFFERS AROUND: 07 C OOO 

Viewing: L/Q,UUU 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• First Floor Shower Room 

• EPC Rating - E, Lounge & Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: OOO OOO 

Viewing: L^U,UUU 


pauldubberley 

the estate agent 

Selling or Letting? 



www. pA uldubbcrlcy.CO.uk E 1 hcebook* 



• Purpose Built First Floor Flat 

• Immaculate Accommodation 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Sought After Location 

• 1 Bedroom, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: O/JO OCA 

Viewing: 



• Ground Floor Flat 

• 1 Bedroom 

• Lounge 

• , Kitchen 

Viewing: around £44,950 



• Ground Floor Apartment 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: pro CAA 

Viewing: LOO,OUU 



• Mid Terrace 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• 2 reception Rooms 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: OOC OOO 

Viewing: LOO,UUU 



• IMMACULATE & CONTEMPORARY UPPER 
FLOOR APARTMENT 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE SHOWER 
ROOM 

OFFERS AROUND: OOO ACA 

Viewing: 3LOy,yOU 


St. Peter Croft 
Wednesbury 


The Flatts 
Wednesbury 




• Modern Style Detached Residence 

• Master Bedroom With En-Suite 

• Two Further Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating: D, Lounge & Dining Room 

OFFERS AROUND: OH QQ QCA 

Viewing: LI 00,jOU 


• Three Bedrooms 

• First Floor Family Bathroom 

• EPC Rating E, Lounge & Dining Room 

Viewing: AROUND £1 05,000 



• Spacious Detached Family Residence 

• Four Bedrooms & First Floor Bathroom 


• Good Size Through Lounge & Dining Room 

• EPC Rating: E, Kitchen & Utility Room 

Viewing: AROUND £210,000 



• Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Driveway 

• , Garage 

Viewing: £150,000 



• Spacious Semi Detached 

• UPVc Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Reception Hall 

• EPC TBC, Lounge & Dining Room 

OFFERS AROUND: OHO Cnnn 

Viewing: LI OQ,UUU 


Tt»c Property 
Omhudtnun 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 



Vernon Road, Oldbury 


» Traditional Terrace 
» Two Reception Rooms 

> Two Double Bedrooms 

> Modern Style Bathroom 

> Ideal Investment 

> EP Rating E 
Offers in the region of £89,950 


Rood End Road, Oldbury 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

• Ideal 1st Buy or Investment 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Spacious Dining Kitchen 

• Pleasant Rear Garden 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £87,500 


Reservoir Road, Edgbaston 


> Traditional Mid Terrace 

> Divided Into 4 Student Lets 

> Re-Fitted Kitchen & Bathroom 

> No Upward Chain 

> Ideal Investment Opportunity 

> EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £194,950 



R»9UtarfHc! Ry 


Barley Road, Edgbaston 


• Beautiful, Modern Semi 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Contemporary Dining Kitchen 

• Allocated Parking & Garage 

• No Upward Chain 

• EP Rating C 

Offers in excess of £200,000 


lilies ££ 

\ Vy Mirwwik 


oulsnam 


an 




0121 4299986 

RECORD YEAR!!! 

In 2015 we exchanged on 
over £22.5 million worth 
of property, making it a 
record year for the Hagley 
Road branch. 

Be part of our success - 
contact us today! 


Bishopton Road, Bearwood 


► Beautifully Presented Terrace 

► Close to Lightwoods Park 

► Two Double Bedrooms 

► Two Reception Rooms 

► Contemporary Styled Kitchen 

► EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


Galton Road, Bearwood 



• Ample Parking 

• Ideal Family Home 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 




. Stylish Mid Terrace 
. Refurbished 2015 
. Three Bedrooms 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £239,950 


• Traditional Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 


Willow Avenue, Edgbaston 


• Generously Sized Garden 

• Ideal Family Home 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Park Road, Bearwood 


Lincoln Road, Smethwick 


Shireland Road, Smethwick 





• Well Presented Terrace 

• Ideal 1st buy or Investment 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


Rawlings Road, Bearwood 


Reginald Road, Bearwood 


Broadmoor Avenue, Oldbury 



. Traditional Mid Terrace 
. Two Double Bedrooms 
. Extended Kitchen 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £134,950 


; ombudsman 

www.oulsnam.net 

NAEA 

































































Offers in the region of £269,950 


Ombudsman 


Offers in the region of £119,950 


Offers in the region of £129,950 


Offers in the region of £169,950 Offers in the region of £149,950 


Offers in the region of £164,950 




in 7 


Challenge us to sell your property in 7 weeks 
if not, we will reduce your fee by an amazing 50% 


Terms and Conditions apply. 


cs 


Offers in the region of £142,500 


Offers in the region of £139,950 


Offers in the region of £129,950 


oulsnam 

0121 4299986 


Wattis Road, Bearwood 


Barston Road, Oldbury 


Park Road, Bearwood 


A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


Ms H - Bearwood Sale 


Ethel Street, Bearwood 


Ms L & Mr B - Purchase 


Smethwick 


Ashbourne Road, Edgbaston 


Cheshire Road, Smethwick 


WANTED! 


Due to RECORD LEVELS OF 
SALES, we urgently require more 
properties to meet the demand of 
potential buyers. 

If you are considering a move, we 
want to hear from you! 


NOW is the time to sell! 


Bishopton Road, Bearwood 


“The service we received was 
second to none on both our 
purchase and our sale. They 
were all constantly professional 
and helpful and friendly. The 
staff went above and beyond 
their roles to help us. We 
would thoroughly recommend 
Oulsnam!” 


Mrs J Thorpe 
Sale & Purchase Oldbury 


The Oval, Smethwick 


“The team are very friendly 
and approachable, as well 
as being utterly professional 
in their field. They regularly 
updated me on what was 
happening and I was able 
to secure a fast and smooth 
sale on my property.” 


Mrs I - Oldbury Sale 


Katherine Road, Bearwood 


“You have an 


amazing team. 
Outstanding, very 
efficient and very 
professional. They sold 
my house in 
record time.” 


“Just a quick note to say 
thank you so much for all 
that you did to make this 
move happen - we’re all 
really happy in 
our new home!” 


Barclay Road, Bearwood 


NAEA 


www.oulsnam.net 
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connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEDNESBURY 


Maple Leaf Road £175,000 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this well presented four bedroom semi¬ 
detached dormer bungalow situated in a popular residential area briefly 
comprising of lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, ground floor and first floor 
shower room, enclosed rear garden, drive-way providing off road parking. EPC 


Old Park Road £60,000 s/o 



A fantastic opportunity to purchase this 50% shared ownership retirement 
bungalow for buyers over the age of 55. Offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN the 
property briefly comprises of porch entrance, lounge, two bedrooms, fitted 
kitchen, shower-room and low maintenance enclosed rear garden. EPC Rating C. 


Myrtle Terrace 141000 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this two bedroom semi-detached bungalow 
briefly comprising of, double glazing and central heating (as specified) lounge, 
fitted kitchen, utility, shower room, enclosed rear garden, off road parking. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating TBC. 


Warren Close £70,000 



• 125 YEARS REMAINING ON LEASE AND NO SERVICE CHARGE* An ideal 
first time purchase or investment opportunity this well maintained first floor 
two bedroom flat briefly comprising of, double glazing and central heating(as 
specified) lounge, re-fitted kitchen, bathroom and allocated parking. 


OUT WITH 

THE OLD 

IN WITH 
THE SOLD 

BOOK YOUR FREE 
MARKET APPRAISAL TODAY! 



Meeting Street 


£138,000 


A well presented three bedroom detached property situated close to Wednesbury 
town centre briefly comprising of lounge, dining room (converted garage), fitted 
kitchen, first floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden and drive-way providing off 
road parking. EPC Rating D. 


Brookside 87,500 



Viewing essential to appreciate this well presented modern style first floor 
apartment briefly comprising of, secure intercom entry system, double glazing 
(as specified) electric storage heating, reception hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom and allocated parking space. EPC Rating C. 


The Oaks, Gospel Oak Road £179,995 



LAST PLOT REMAINING ON PHASE ONE ! SHOW HOME OPEN THURSDAY 
- MONDAY 11am -5pm. A stunning new development of high spec family eco 
homes with Magnet fitted kitchen, triple glazed windows and under-floor heating. 
HELP TO BUY and ASSISTED MOVE AVAILABLE. Call Now on 0121 556 2338 to 



Brand new homes starting from just £154,995 The properties offer high 
specification living and affordable prices. Reserve this weekend and receive 
flooring throughout, stamp duty and legal fees paid. 


Mar City Homes, Alexandra 


From 


Prospect Row £129,950 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate this well presented and much improved 
three bedroom semi-detached property briefly comprising of, double glazing and 
central heating (as specified) entrance hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
WC, first floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden. 


Jonah Drive £149,999 



Viewing is advised to appreciate this beautifully presented three bedroom town 
house, comprising of modern L-shaped kitchen diner, lounge, downstairs wc, 
bathroom, master bedroom with en-suite, enclosed rear garden, off road parking 
and garage, double glazing and central heating. 



Dudley Port 


£129,950 


A three bedroom end-terrace property briefly comprising of, double glazing 
and central heating (as specified) lounge, fitted kitchen, conservatory, first floor 
bathroom, enclosed rear garden and block paved fore court.EPC Rating TBC 


0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

22 Springfield, Wednesbury,wWest Midlands WS10 9AD 


The Property 
Ombudsman 
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connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEST BROMWICH 


Vowles Road £250,000 



A well presented 4 bed mid terrace property briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, downstairs WC, lounge, kitchen/diner, upstairs family bathroom, en-suite 
to the master bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing (where specified), off 
road parking, garage & gardens to the front & rear. EPC RATING C 


Freda Road £150,000 



A well presented & extended 3 bed end terrace property, comprising of 2 
reception rooms, extended kitchen/diner, upstairs family bathroom, central 
heating and double glazing (where specified), front & rear gardens, rear driveway & 
rear garage. EPC RATING D 


St Stephens Road £135,000 



A 3 bedroom semi detached property on a corner plot and comprising of a porch, 
lounge, kitchen, upstairs bathroom. The property also benefits from gas central 
heating, double glazing (where specified), rear gardens and off road parking. EPC 
RATING D 


WOW! 

Have a free market appraisal 
of your home and you 
might be amazed at how 
much it’s worth! 


Hill Top £160,000 



A four bedroom traditional detached property briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, 2 receptions, inner hallway & kitchen. The property also benefits from an 
upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing (where specified), & has 
gardens to the front & rear. *NO UPWARD CHAIN* EPC RATING F 


Jonah Drive £140,000 



A modern style 3 storey 3 bedroom end terrace property comprising of an 
entrance hallway, downstairs WC, kitchen, lounge, first floor family bathroom, gas 
central heating & double glazing (where specified), an en-suite shower room to the 
master bedroom, front & rear gardens & allocated parking. 


Creed Way £115,000 



A two bedroom first floor flat briefly comprising of a communal entrance, private 
hallway, lounge, kitchen, family bathroom, central heating, double glazing (where 
specified) and an allocated parking space. *CURRENTLY LET AT £550pcm SO 
OFFERS A POTENTIAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY* EPC RATING C 


Another Happy Vendor 

Hi Tim, the family would like to thank you and your staff for the smooth 
transaction of the sale of our property. The staff were always polite, smart 
and helpful and calls were always returned if you were either on the phone 
or out of the office when we called. 

The family wish you and Connells all the best for future success. 



Dudley Street 


£104,950 


A 3 bedroom mid terrace property comprising entrance hallway, 2 reception 
rooms, kitchen and downstairs shower room. The property also benefits from a 
further upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing (where specified) 
and front and rear gardens. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC RATING E 


Shropshire Way £85,000 



A 2 bedroom ground floor maisonette briefly comprising of an entrance hallway, 
lounge leading in to kitchen. The property also benefits from a family bathroom, 
gas central heating, double glazing (where specified) and an allocated parking 
space. *NO UPWARD CHAIN* EPC RATING C 


Wood Lane £87,500 



MORTGAGEES IN POSSESSION ARE NOW IN RECEIPT OF AN OFFER FOR THE 
SUM OF £95,100, for 135 Wood Lane, West Bromwich, B70 9PT. Anyone wishing 
to place an offer on the property should contact Connells, 3 Astle Park, B70 8NS. 
0121 525 1177 before exchange of contracts or within 7 days whichever is sooner. 


0121 525 1177 westbromwich@connells.co.uk 

3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8NS 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 7, 2016 
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60 UPPER ST MARYS ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Deceptively spacious corner property .Downstairs shower room 

•3 bedrooms & bathroom .Parking to front and side 

•Front reception room, rear sitting/dining room .An ideal family home .ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £220,000 




102 POPLAR ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Mid-terraced property 
•Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed 
•3 beds & first floor bathroom 
•Vestibule & hallway 


•Lounge & dining room 
•Kitchen & utility 
•Downstairs bathroom 
•Off-street parking at rear 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £169,950 




3 CROSSWELLS ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Freehold end terraced 
•Double glazed 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Lounge & dining room 
•Extended kitchen 


•Allocated parking 
•Detached garage 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


AUCTION 

Do you need an immediate exchange of contracts, 
early completion and the best open market price? 

DEREK SPIRES 

HAS BEEN SELLING SUCCESSFULLY BY 
AUCTION FOR OVER 35 YEARS 

Enter your property by phoning 
Derek Spires or Steven Baker on 0121420 4646 


NEXT SALE 

MONDAY 15 th FEBRUARY 2016 


To include the following lots: 


25 Math Meadow, Quinton B32 2NU 

Freehold modern town house 

127 Milcote Road, Bearwood B67 5BQ 

Freehold 3 bedroomed villa needing modernisation 

8 Silverton Road, Smethwick B67 7QA 

Freehold 2 bedroomed centrally heated 
and double glazed terraced 

18 Chapelhouse Lane, Halesowen B63 2JN 

Freehold centrally heated and double glazed bungalow 
requiring an upgrade 

280 Thimblemill Road, Smethwick B67 6LS 

Freehold centrally heated 3 bedroomed semi-detached 
needing improvement 

3 Goode Close, Oldbury B68 9NT 

Modern ground floor studio flat needing improvement 

8 Weat Heath Road, Winson Green B18 4DL 

Freehold 2 bedroomed terraced with central heating 
and double glazing 

132 Florence Road, Smethwick B66 4QN 

Freehold 2 bedroomed mid-terraced with central heating 
and double glazing 


£ 70,000-75,000 


£ 130,000-135,000 




DEREK SPIRES 



Derek Spires Estate Agent are now in receipt 
of an offer for the sum of £79,000 for 
7 Cheshire Road, Smethwick. Anyone 
wishing to place an offer on this property 
should contact Derek Spires Estate 
Agents, 602 Bearwood Road, Bearwood, 
B66 4BW on 0121-420-4646, before 
exchange of contracts. 

OFFERS BASED ON £79,000 



•Spacious family home 
•3 bedrooms & shower room 


•Lounge & dining room 
•Kitchen & small utility 
•Conservatory & Downstairs WC 
•Gardens front & rear .Off-street parking 
.ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £149,950 



35 NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD, 
_TIVIPALE_ 


•Modern Second Floor Flat 
•Two bedrooms 
•Bathroom 
•Kitchen and lounge 
•Integral garage 
•Off-street parking. 
.ENERGY RATING : C 






82 BOWDEN 


•Close Smethwick High Street 
•Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms 
•Through lounge/dining room 



>, SMETHWICK 


•Garden to the rear 
•Viewing Advised 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £119,950 




•PRIME LOCATION, CLOSE TO WARLEY WOODS .SIDE GARAGE, .WELL STOCKED NEAT GARDEN 

.3 BEDROOMS, FULLY TILED REFITTED BATHROOM .OFF-STREET PARKING, .INSPECTION A MUST 

•SPACIOUS LOUNGE, .KITCHEN/BREAKFAST ROOM .ENERGY RATING : F 


OFFERS BASED ON £294,950 



•Superbly presented .Off road parking 3/4 cars 

•3 bedroom & bathroom .SIMPLY MUST BE SEEN 

•Lounge and dining room & Kitchen .ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £144,950 


PERRY COURT 

y 1BEDROOMED 
RETIREMENT FLATS 

FOR SALE 



Derek Spires 

0121 420 4646 

WWW.OFRFK5PIRF5ANDCO COM 



OnThe 


.com 


www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 











































































































W' ,ocal Specialists 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Locksmiths 


JfickR 

f Local Locksmith & Securii 

Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

Y Emergency lock & door opening 

Y uPVC specialist 

Y Key Cutting on site 

Y British Standard insurance |- 

approved locks used- Bs3621 ST' 

Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs 1—— 

ite 5 

ty Services —4 

24 

HOUR 

Vecked. 

NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 

^ debit cards accepted 

CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 


Plastering 


M.GIDMAN 

Plastering & Property Maintenance 

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


FREE 

10% DISCOUNTS 

QUOTATIONS 

FOR OAP’S 


Contact Mark 07947 256939 0121 520 0382 

mgidmanplasterers@yahoo.co.uk 





BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 



Lain 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing’’ 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 




ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs est 
c Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
Vr www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 


West Bromwich 



D damp 

PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damf 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


lamDi 

A 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered CompanyEPP31221 


MBOelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: .. 


mbelectric. co.ukl 


Driveways & Patios 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


TVtnt Driveway* 4 
Patie IpruiaHuH 

• FENCING nn 

• TURFING 

• LANDSCAPING I • — 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 




www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


Carpets 





SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets free of charge 
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burtnn Rnad, Gnrnal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 
FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0853747 
01902 880341 


TIPTON 

WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 

mi 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 330 3633 



Roofing 


=h1d: 


U 

TECH ROOFING 

ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Roof cleaning 

• Ridge Tiles • Chimney repairs 

• Repointing • All roof repairs 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering • new roof 

EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 696 5408 - 0777 5519417 



A1 Little Job Man © 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) HH3 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering iffiSf) 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

e: 07931 344199 


Fencing 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 




T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
, AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 



CALL 07854 101 782 
07584 254 789 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us af... ^6 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Posffo... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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Health & Beauty 


Plumbing & Heating 




'WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE-£14.99 
SILVER-£16.99 
GOLD - £18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Budley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543 887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

(All prices are plus VAT) ^WORCESTER n Ie EIB 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen installation 

07852150057 «ss 



X 1 

r x gas & 

1 1 

1: PLUMBING 


1 SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainanceand Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


« 


rev erting Q> FTtT TnTftftng 
Combi Boiler change from £950 
SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


Als o Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years | 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 41 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 

Central Heating 
and Gas work 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 5575958 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


• All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
• Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55 - SATELLITE £65 

SELF EMPL9YED EXPERT WH9 Y9U CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 




Cc jur \\ one 


JANUARY SALE 20% OFF 


Interior & exterior painting\ 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 4345679 07507070786 



Howard Jones 


pPainting^&^Decoratingy 

*35 years experience *Very clean & tidy 
•Very reliable *FREE estimates 

Tel: 07880731524/0121532 81 


Skip Hire 


W SEES & (ME HUE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 




Dates in YOUR reqion 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent 
for festive season, doesnffl want 
to be along again. Age/looks 
unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 

JANE, young 41, very broad¬ 
minded seeks chap any age for 
discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3008 Box: 409715 
ANN,38, very attractive female, 
N/S, positive attitude to life, 
WLTM similar kind male with a 
lot of get up and go for romance 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420355 ® 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3015 Box: 405297 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 | 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 ® 
FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, 
petite but shapely lady seeks 
gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status 

unimportant but must be discreet 
and non demanding. Tel: 0906 
515 3023 Box 420235 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 | 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, 
outgoing, friendly, WLTM 
passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418609® 
LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, 
works long hours, finds it hard to 
meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, own flat. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
4192572 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795® 

JENNI, single mum seeks single 
dad, own home, can 
accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4115108 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985 ® 

ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, 
long-haired music loving female, 
with many interests including 
dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5345662 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

CHLOE pretty single female 
36yrs, dark hair/eyes, slim build, 
very lonely and looking for 
reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420359 ® 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 


CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420175® 

TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with 
legs that go all the way up to 
heaven, WLTM very appreciative 
confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

414701 ® 

SUSANNAH, 48, cljrvy female, 

romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 
KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195 ® 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


HANDSOME guy, 49, seeks 
attractive, younger female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 
53, seeks attractive female for 
daytime fun and exciting times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407915 

TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 
48, seeks attractive female for no 
strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 299904 
ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, 
seeks attractive female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 311713 
TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, 
seeks attractive, tactile female 
for fun, excitement and lots of 
attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:314219 
WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 
WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 515 4345 Box No: 419829 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very 
shy and lonely, 42yrs, own 
home, car, seeks genuine caring 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809® 

HAPPY man 59 looking for a 
lady to share the good times. I 
enjoy cinema, eating out, pubs 
and holidays in hot places. Text 
only to mailbox no: 4618385 
LONELY and broken male seeks 
female to show me what love is. 
Text only to mailbox no: 
5345658 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 ® 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", 
blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463® 

COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large 
big beautiful woman 45 to 55 for 
LTR, love, romance, hopefully 
likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5308886 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply 26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


TALL attractive Shrewsbury 
male, 54, seeks attractive female 
for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411823 

52YRS old guy genuine down to 
earth looking for Mrs right for 
nights in and out, walking, 
cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
MALE looking to meet a nice 
lady for fun times to spend with. 
I am 72 and would like to meet a 
lady between 60 and 70. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5332896 
COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 
SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, 
dark, attractive, fun loving, seeks 
attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 341387 


CARING male, 57, OHAC, 
looking for female, any race, 
status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411461 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, 
slim, OHAC, seeks female, 18 
plus for discreet adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401875 

PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, 
stocky build, green eyes, friendly, 
GSOH, seeks genuine friendly 
n/s female for friendship, 
possible relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5335424 
PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from 
Wolverhampton, looking for a fun 
lady for a no-strings relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 ® 

GENUINE 56yr old male, 
divorced, OHAC, looking for nice 
lady for friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405551 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 04/01/16 






















































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

(® Pig sty' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Pride Colt 9, never used, 
genuine reason for sale, 
bereavement forces sale, cost 
£1,149. 

Sell £650. 

01384 571170. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


2 I 

BIG DISCOUNTS 

on gas + electric cookers, fires, 
autos, tumble dryers, fridge 
freezers, built In ovens and 
hobs. Most c cards accepted. 

24 - 26 Church Street Bllston 
loop town hall] 


PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CALI 01902 403770 

T ■ 

Leisure 

L Time 1 




*SPECIAL* 

6x5 Lap Panels 
£15 each (inc vat) 

IA/QO ORA 

^ antique fairs ^ 

Woo ZDU 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 

ANTIQUES & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Shenstone Village Hall, Barnes 

or 01922 712184 


Road, Lichfield, WS14 OLT. 
Sunday 10th January, 10am - 3pm, 
£1 entry. 07947271947 


JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday, January 9, 
at 12 noon 

in St. Peter’s Church Hall, 
Whitehall Rd, West Bromwich. 

Admission 20p. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



clairvoyance 


Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.co.uk 


Home & 
Services 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


ANTIQUE, VINTAGE & ^ 

▼ COLLECTORS FAIR 
UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(WOOD LANE, UTTOXETER) (SAT NAV ST 14 8BD) 
VIA STAFFORD RD/A449 & B5013 

SAT/SUN 9TH & 10TH JANUARY 
100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 
ANTIQUE FORUM 

^ 01782 393660/07921659798 


□ 



BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN NOW ON 

OPEN ALL OVER NEW YEAR 10 till 6pm Sunday: 10 till 4pm 



m our factory save £££’s. 

ike mattresses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
[from £29. Ortho & memory mats from £69. Fashion beds from £49 and 
bunk bed frames from £99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest 
selection of beds you will find anywhere at lowest factory 
lirect price. Recliner & mobility lift and rise choose from our 
many for immediate delivery EG 
loberta leather lift and tilt Toronto 2 seater sofa 
fas £699 HALF, PRICE £34 9 WAS £499 SAVE 60% 
_ MELTDO WN PRICE 

£.199 


^^p^Bespoke mattre 
from £29. Orth 
y j bunk bed tram 
selection 

fjjj HL^direct pi 

V: 



Big selection of dual motor models in leather and 
fabric, many half price. Hundreds of suites ■ 
recliners corner units, wing chairs at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

mm 0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 


LIVING ROOM FURNITURE. 2 and 

3 seater sofa, with matching foot¬ 
stool, excellent condition, hardly 
used, £450. 07913 201935. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 fRS. 07841 596254 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


1C- 


4 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



sales 


PANASONIC 47” SMART 3d HD 

TV. -3D glasses, 3 years manufac¬ 
turers warranty. £485. 01922 
745161 

PANASONIC 47” SMART 3d HD 

TV. -3D glasses, 3 years manufac¬ 
turers warranty. £485. 01922 
745161 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


N 

aerials 

v 1 

i 

1 

idigitaim 

AERIALS] 



FREE7IEW/TALKTALK/BT7ISI0H 
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


1 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


ADI 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damg^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. iOL 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


carpentry & ^ 

joinery 


5 & S JOINERY Six internal p 
primed doors fully fitted from £31 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
loors, floors and staircases 
All plastering projects catered for 
lomestic and Commercial 
tefurbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


carpet & upholstery 
y cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


i SUppi 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250portwayfencing.com 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 91902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 


handyman | 
v services I 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters 

decorators 


sj 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


yc 

Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



FFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


[■iMirniil 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121)5203388/07721 387990 


GOLKHIILSKIK 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BLINDS SALE 

°50%OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 

call 0800 916 6563 

orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 


Measuring & fitting included 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland iTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Express & Star 




Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


imiU 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 
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Property 



No DopotH 
Move In Today” 

Studios from E90p#‘ 
Rooms from C60pw" 

‘heUksMoa Bib 

D.S.S. 

Welcome 

OacIWnttUnUI 

All Black Country 

01902 21 31 211 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

THREE BED house, Forester Street, 
Walsall, CH, DG, parking, 
£550pcm. 07970 611195. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

V MB 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


c 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


ClassifiedAds 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 7, 2016 
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38 ClassifiedAds 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN 


BEAT ANY 

we can 


PRICE 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer _ 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped u,, tf tfniiv 

■ Any condition DUy yUUl 

house in 




Wolverhampton properties | Pays 


WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 

We buy any house 



We are a family run local business. 
Buying properties for over 30 years. 

A fair offer from people you can trust. 
No fees - Free solicitors. 

30 Years experience 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... We will even \ 




Text GOALto£ 


BLACK 

C homes V GMSea^ 

mm 

01902 62804 www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 

NEED TO 
SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY? 

Want a fast and hassle free 
completion ? 

Then call Jack today on 

□7507 865668 


r 
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Jobs 


full time - general 


Community Care Workers 

Required 

Tipton Home Care Limited is a private limited company located in the heart 
of Tipton, providing personal care and support to the people of Tipton, 
Wednesbury, West Bromwich, Yew Tree Walsall, Great Barr and Dudley. 
We are looking to recruit for the Dudley area. You must be enthusiastic, 
honest, trustworthy and reliable individuals to join our team. You must be a 
car driver as you will be visiting clients in their own homes. 

Care experience preferred but not essential as training will be given. 
Email your CV witn covering letter to tiptonhomecare@btconnect.com 
For more information Tel: 0121 557 3649 


_ _ _ ina _ 

Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 Feb. BIRMINGHAM: 14-15 March 
WORCESTER-DROITWICH: 19-20 March 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 



full time - general 


Sandwell 

"ageuK 


Age UK Sandwell values diversity and is 
an Equal Opportunities Employer 
Reg. Charity no: 1080517 


2 x CUSTOMER ASSISTANT/ 
INSURANCE ARRANGER 

Salary £7,168 p.a. for 16 hours per week (9am- 1pm 
and 1 pm-5pm by arrangement), and based in West Bromwich. 
Full time hours will be required at times in this job share role. 

There is an exciting opportunity to join our sales team. The role 
involves contact with the public over the telephone and face to face. 
It will focus on insurance sales and other products for older people. 
To be considered for this role, you will preferably have previous 
experience in a sales environment and you will be enthusiastic, 
committed and able to work towards agreed targets and achieve 
results. Experience of working in a regulated environment would 
be preferable. Excellent IT, motivational and communication skills 
are required. 

If you believe that you have the skills and experience to make a 
significant contribution then come and join the team at Age UK 
Sandwell 

For an application pack (CVs not accepted), call Abigail on 0121 500 
1860, email: abiqail.o"toole@aqeuksandwell.orq.uk or access via 
website www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

Closing Date for all completed applications Friday 15th January 
2016. Previous applicants need not apply. 

We are an Equal Opportunities employer; we are committed to developing 
our employees and welcome applications from all sections of the 
community. Registered Charity Number: 1080517 
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Motoring 




SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 



FORD FIESTA 1.4TDCI Zetec 2007, 
114,000 miles, silver, electric 
mirrors, air con, diesel, alloys, CD. 
Ring after 6PM. £2,000 ono. 01922 
701389 

MINI COOPERConvertible 09, Grey, 
66k, MoT May, FSH, very good 
condition. 2 previous owners. HBI 
clear. £5,750 ono. 07540 125379. 


www.bmacars.com 


25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 
07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO, 2005, 54,440 miles, 
grey, 1.2, electric windows, air bag, 
fsh, alarm, MoT, pas, 3 door, reli¬ 
able, £1,075 ono. 07801 241248. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 53 reg, excel¬ 
lent condition, new clutch, bargain 
£550. 07565 857723. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


CHEVROLET TACUMA 

2008, 50,000 miles, blue, inte¬ 
rior is like new, exterior has a 
minor scuff on back bumper but 
very good condition, fully auto, 
MoT till October. 

£1,150 ono. 

07512 347004. 


FORD FIESTA 1.3L, 51 plate, long 
MoT, excellent runner, alloys, 
stereo, £300 no offers. 

07749 409331. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


MOPED kymco agility 50cc regis¬ 
tered July 2015, little used only 270 
miles, as new, £1,075 ono 07791 
442750 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


Local 

Information 


MARY BRENDA LOACH 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim against 
or an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 28 
Nine Pails Walk West Bromwich 
West Midlands B70 6NS, who died 
on 30/11/2015, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
11/03/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LIMITED 

27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP T460264 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 




LONDON THEATRE 

Choose your show , price band* and how you want to travel 



Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner 
option see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes a ticket for 
the show to see an evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket and an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


95 


Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 


Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping 
and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket 
for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Inf initi Q50 gets makeover 


By James Parker 


The new 2016 Infiniti Q50 sports 
saloon is being launched with 
a number of performance and 
dynamic upgrades that deliv¬ 
er a more empowering and re¬ 
warding drive experience. The 
comprehensive updates include 
next-generation ride and han¬ 
dling technologies and all-new 
advanced turbocharged V6 pow¬ 
ertrains. 

Making its debut on an Infiniti is the 
company’s second-generation Direct 
Adaptive Steering™, comprehensive¬ 
ly modified from the ground-breaking 
first-generation system. The standard 
steering mode now offers advanced 
levels of steering feel and feedback 
- more akin to that of a conventional 
steering system. 

The new Q50 also features Infiniti’s Dy¬ 
namic Digital Suspension (DDS) for the first 
time, which gives the car an optimal blend 
of ride comfort and class-leading response 
and agility. 

For those drivers looking for a blend of 
dynamic settings tailored to their own par¬ 
ticular requirements and tastes, the Q50’s 
Drive Mode Selector (DMS) can be aug¬ 
mented with a ‘Personal’ mode, which per¬ 
mits a bespoke mix of engine, suspension 
and steering characteristics. 

Five powertrain options are offered with 
the Infiniti Q50, and for the 2016 model 
these include an advanced, all-new 3.0-litre 
V6 twin-turbo gasoline engine with direct 
injection. 

This new ‘VR30’ engine in Europe is avail¬ 


able in only one state of tune: 400 hp - (300 
hp also available for Middle East); developed 
to provide an ideal mix of drivability, efficien¬ 
cy and performance. 

The Q50 was developed to showcase In¬ 
finiti’s daring design, dynamic performance 
and class-leading technologies within the 
sports saloon segment. Now in its third year, 
Q50 global sales between January and Oc¬ 
tober 2015 reached almost 50,000 cars, rep¬ 
resenting a 65 per cent increase compared 
to the same period in 2014. 

A range of new and innovative ride and 
handling technologies deliver on the prom¬ 
ise of the Q50’s daring design, and install 
confidence in all driving conditions. 

Infiniti Q50 models equipped with the 
new 3.0-litre V6 twin-turbo engine, or the 
hybrid powertrain, come available with the 
second-generation Infiniti Direct Adaptive 
Steering™, which has undergone significant 
re-tuning to greatly enhance steering feel 
and feedback. 

The changes to DAS - the world’s first 
digital steering system - have been made 
following extensive consultation with existing 
Q50 customers around the world and over 
625,000 miles of testing. 

For the new second generation Direct 
Adaptive Steering, engineers have optimized 
the control logic to improve feedback from 
the road. 

2.0-litre petrol and 2.2-litre diesel models 
are equipped with a speed-sensitive hydrau¬ 
lic electronic rack-and-pinion power steering 
system as standard. This increases assis¬ 
tance at low speeds and reduces assistance 
for enhanced feel and response at higher 
speeds. 

2016 Q50 Sport models with 3.0 twin turbo 
powertrain are upgraded with Dynamic Digi¬ 
tal Suspension (DDS) for the first time, which 
offers enhanced ride comfort with class-lead¬ 
ing response and agility. 



The standard steering 
mode now offers 
advanced levels of 
steering feel and 
feedback 


The shift from a comfort-biased ride to 
enhanced dynamic response can be made 
when the driver places the electronically 
adjustable shock absorbers in either Sport 
or Sport-i- modes (adjusted via the Drive 
Mode Selector), providing firmer damping 
control for more agile handling. While in 
these modes, the suspension is constantly 
adjust--ing to provide ideal performance 
and a flat ride. 

The hybrid powertrain is designed to put 
performance first, while bringing signifi¬ 
cant benefits for fuel efficiency. 

All Q50 powertrains are matched to an 
advanced seven-speed electronically con¬ 


trolled automatic transmission with manual 
shift mode and steering column-mounted 
magnesium paddle shifters. 

Adaptive Shift Control enhances gear 
selection by using a lateral acceleration 
sensor to detect changes in the road, such 
as hills and turns. Sport mode allows the 
driver to select a more aggressive shift pat¬ 
tern with automatic up- and down-shifting 
at higher rpm. The combined effect is for 
any driver to enjoy quick, smooth shifts 
and gear choices that are appropriate to 
both the road and the desired driving style. 
The new Infiniti Q50 will go on sale in se¬ 
lected markets later in 2016. 
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uwi mnni NEW THINKING. 
HYUllUHl NEW POSSIBILITIES. 


Sp Motability 


ALL FROM NIL ADVANCE 



BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

WITH BRANCHES AT: 

• 55 Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 

• Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR 


Tel. 01902 690617 www.brindleyhyundai-wolverhampton.co.uk 

Tel. 0121 695 9971 www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 78.5 (3.6), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), COz Emissions 231 -84 g/km. 
Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

To qualify for the Motability offer you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement. Offers available until 31 st March 2016. Offers are subject to acceptance 
of Motability application. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Full written details, including 
terms and conditions, of the Motability Scheme are available on request from Motability. Please note 60,000 miles over 3 years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 


Boy racer 
favourite 
grows up 
just a bit 

By John Griffiths 

It was like being reunited with an old friend - 
Subaru’s sporting flagship and favourite of a 
generation of rally drivers is back. 

But the latest WRX STi is a different car to its pre¬ 
decessors: still the same extraordinary performance 
and handling but with a bigger cabin equipped to 
premium car standards. 

At a fiver under £29,000, it’s a combination which make 
it a serious competitor in the market place as well as on the 
rally stages. 

It tackles the 0 to 62mph sprint in 5.2 seconds and is ca¬ 
pable of almost 160mph: but with its rally-honed four wheel 
drive system adding traction and stability through the cor¬ 
ners it’s real world performance where the car shines. 

And, as proof of the pudding, a standard production ver¬ 
sion of the car smashed the lap record for four wheelers 
on the twisty Isle of Man TT circuit. In the hands of British 
rally ace Mark Higgins, it completed the 37.75 miles in 19 
minutes 15.9 seconds, at an average speed of 117.51mph 
- breaking the record held by its predecessor, the last gen¬ 
eration WRX, by more than 40 seconds. 

The power comes from a turbocharged 2.5 litre version of 
Subaru’s signature ‘boxer’, the distinctive sounding four cyl¬ 
inder horizontally opposed engine which produces 300PS 
and 407Nm of torque. 

That’s the same as the previous generation, although 
competition examples were often ‘chipped’ to raise the 
output even more. But the new engine and turbo have also 
been reworked to produce much quicker ‘in gear’ acceler¬ 
ation (for overtakes and between corners), typically in the 
2,000 to 4,000rpm bracket. 

There’s also the tSI-Drive system, which sets the car’s re¬ 
sponses to one of three modes, from best fuel efficiency to 
‘Sport Sharp’ where the engine’s full potential is unleashed. 

The WRX disappeared from the British scene a few years 
ago, largely because of exchange rates between the pound 
and the Japanese Yen during the recession. 

Now it’s back, still with the trademark bonnet air scoop 
and big rear wing, but in many ways significantly different. 

The starting point is all-new architecture built using a 
much higher percentage of high tensile steel, with reinforce¬ 
ments at strategic points, so that it’s an amazing 140 per 
cent stiffer than its predecessor. That benefits suspension 
and steering response, while also making the car stronger 
in the event of an accident. 

There’s a new hydraulic steering system, too, with more 
driver ‘feel’ and it’s high geared for a sharp and very precise 
turn -in to corners. With the new short-throw, six speed gear¬ 
box it does feel like being in the driving seat of a racing car 
if it weren’t for the fact that you’re in superb sports seats, fin¬ 
ished in alcantara with leather side bolsters, with dual zone 
climate control and an upmarket stereo system. 

The Subaru’s all surface cornering ability is due in no 
small part to its sophisticated all wheel drive system, which 
has a highly technical centre differential. The default position 
is a straight 50/50 power distribution between front and rear 
wheels, but if either start to slip a higher percentage torque 
is transferred to those with more grip. There’s also a torque 
vectoring system, reducing power to outside wheels under 
hard cornering to the reduce the risk of over or under steer. 

This system also has a three mode setting, for slippery 
conditions through to allowing more power to the rear 
wheels, for greater agility. Multi-mode vehicle dynamic con¬ 
trol and traction systems are standard equipment. 

Over poorer surfaces, you are still aware that the WRX is 
a high performance car, but it’s new suspension system has 
been tuned and damped to provide a more supple, civilised 
ride without sacrificing dynamic ability. The car also gets 
more stopping power with larger, 17-inch ventilated disc 
brakes all round, with a braking system from Brembo. 

In redesigning the WRX, Subaru not only created more 
cabin space front and rear but also moved the A-pillars and 
lowered the dash, to give the driver a wider field of vision. 

The cabin is now a little wider, with room for five adults, 
a 460-litre boot and lots of storage spaces. The driver gets 
clear instruments and with a full colour information screen 
between the speedo and rev counter. Positioned centre top 
on the dashboard is another colour display screen, unique 
to the WRX. For the sporting driver or competitor, you can 
monitor such things as boost pressure or the AWD system, 
as well as more mundane things such as the time. 

It’s a sporting saloon in every sense of the word, better 
equipped and more comfortable while undercutting rivals. 

As with any such car, it isn’t bargain basement when it 
comes to running costs. The official fuel average is 27.2mpg 
with a C02 rating of 242g/km. 

It is grown and matured, no longer the boy racer’s car (an 
insurance rating of 40E would see to that) it’s now more of 
a value for money executive express for the real enthusiast. 
But don’t be surprised if quite a few turn up in rallies and 
competitions, too. 
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Update is 
practical, 
usable and 
a bargain 


By Matt Joy 


The UK’s best selling plug-in hybrid last year 
was the Mitsubishi Outlander, but now there’s 
an improved version. 

It’s a good time for all types of electric cars as die¬ 
sel is going through some dark days, plus the crucial 
infrastructure is getting better all the time. No wonder 
then that the Mitsubishi Outlander is so popular, be¬ 
ing one of the more affordable PHEVs (plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle) as well as one of the most practical. 

Now there’s a substantially revised version ready for mar¬ 
ket with changes to the power train operation and the sus¬ 
pension as well as interior and exterior design. Equipment 
levels have been given a boost too and crucially the Out¬ 
lander PHEV remains eligible for the Government’s £5,000 
grant. 

The previous Outlander had all the typical SUV design 
cues you’d expect, but there was something about its pro¬ 
portions that made it look unusually tall for its length. Clearly 
that was something taken on by Mitsubishi HQ because the 
new Outlander is longer than before thanks to redesigned 
front and rear bumpers. The new design is sharper too, giv¬ 
ing the Outlander a more distinctive face and boosting the 
feeling of quality with revised lights and alloy wheel designs 
too. 

The Outlander is also doing great things for Mitsubishi’s 
image in the UK as it currently dominates the PHEV seg¬ 
ment and is helping to bring new buyers into the brand. 

The Outlander sits comfortably in the mid-sized SUV 
segment and is well equipped to offer useful space for pas¬ 
sengers and luggage. The high driving position is appeal¬ 
ing with a low-set dashboard offering a good view out, with 
more than sufficient head and legroom. It’s also spacious 
in the back, if not class-leading, while boot space is 463 
litres - a little less than some rivals, but this is the flip side of 
carrying the extra electrical hardware. 

Modes 

The underlying hardware of the Outlander PHEV are as 
before, with electric motors front and rear combining with 
a 2.0-litre petrol engine to give a variety of hybrid modes. 
You can use the petrol engine as a range extender or as 
direct drive to the wheels, and run the batteries to give a 
power boost or save their output for pure electric mode. 
One change is the sharpening of the system response at 
low speeds, cutting the 0-25mph time by 50 per cent. 

Mitsubishi has also worked at improving the overall driv¬ 
ing experience. 

Retuned suspension with stiffer underpinnings are a help, 
creating a more composed ride, while the handling is safe 
and secure for a car of this size and shape. But the Out¬ 
lander PHEV’s biggest appeal is the flexibility of its power 
train, offering sufficiently brisk performance when required 
alongside super-frugal economy in the right conditions. It’s 
hard not to feel like you’re beating the system when you’re 
behind the wheel. 

All things considered, it’s hard not to see the Outlander 
PHEV as something of a bargain. It’s priced the same as 
the equivalent diesel version with the government grant in¬ 
cluded which means you can sneak into the GX3h model 
for a measly £29,249 and get 18-inch alloys, keyless entry 
and start, Bluetooth and a decent audio system, with a few 
extra toys thrown in for this latest model. Go the whole hog 
for £35,999 and there’s the satnav with reversing camera, 
powered tailgate, radar cruise control and even a heated 
steering wheel. 

If there’s a car for the moment then the Outlander PHEV 
is pretty much it. It’s practical, comfortable and usable, 
making it perfect for family car duties, yet the higher-spec¬ 
ification versions feel reasonably luxurious too. But it’s the 
potential for zero emissions running and spectacular fuel 
consumption over short journeys that makes it such an ap¬ 
pealing prospect. 

This car summed up in a single word: Clever 
If this car was a: new invention it would be rightly lauded 
as a bargain. 

TESTED 

Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV GX4hs, £35,999 
(after £5,000 UK Government grant) 
Engine:2.0-litre petrol unit plus twin electric mo¬ 
tors producing 200bhp and 284lb/ft of torque 
Transmission: CVT automatic gearbox driving all 
four wheels 

Performance: Top speed 106mph, 0-62mph in 
11 seconds 

Economy: 156mpg combined 
Emissions: 42g/km of C02 



& New year treats 


www.brindleykia.co.uk 


KIA PICANTO 1.0 SR7 3 DOOR HATCHBACK 


£ 8,845 

NO DEPOSIT PLUS £500 
Manufacturer deposit Contribution 

Personal Contract Purchase Representative Example: Kia Picanto 1.0 SR7 3 door hatchback 



Cash price of car 

£8,845.00 1 monthly payment 

£192.21 

Customer deposit 

£0 23 monthly payments 

£192.23 

Kia deposit contribution 

£500.00 One final payment (GFV) 

£3,731.50 

Amount of credit 

£8,345.00 Total amount payable 

£8,845.00 

Total charge for credit 

£0 Duration of agreement (months) 25 

Representative 

0% APR Selected annual mileage 

6,000 


Excess mileage charge 

14.9p per mile 




KIA SPORTAGE 1.6 GDi 'V 


£ 16,265 

NO CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 



Personal Contract Purchase Representative Example: Kia Sportage 1.6 GDi '1' 


Cash price of car 

£16,265.00 

36 monthly payments 

£290.28 

Customer deposit 

£0 

One final payment (GFV) 

£7,590.50 

Amount of credit 

£16,265.00 

Total amount payable 

£18,040.58 

Total charge for credit 

£1,775.58 

Duration of agreement (months) 

37 

Fixed rate of interest (per annum) 

2.52% 

Selected annual mileage 

6,000 

Representative 

4.9% APR 

Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile 


KIA SORENTO 2.2 CRDi KX1 




£ 28,795 

NO CUSTOMER DEPOSIT PLUS 
£1,250 Manufacturer deposit Contribution 

Personal Contract Purchase Representative Example: Kia Sorento 2.2 CRDi KX1 




Cash price of car 

£28,795.00 

36 monthly payments 

£514.56 

Customer deposit 

£0 

One final payment (GFV) 

£11,963.75 

Kia deposit contribution 

£1,250.00 

Total amount payable 

£31,737.91 

Amount of credit 

£27,545.00 

Duration of agreement (months) 

37 

Total charge for credit 

£4,192.91 

Selected annual mileage 

6,000 

Fixed rate of interest (per annum) 

2.52% 

Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile 

Representative 

4.9% APR 




Come and see what else Brindley have for you 



Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


(kTa) 


The Power to Surprise 


T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


Kia range fuel consumption (mpg): Urban 19.3-54.3, Extra-Urban 31.-70.6, Combined 26.2-62.8, C02 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 

Log onto kia.co.uk/sr7 for full details. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, for terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Retail sales only. Subject to 
availability on vehicles registered between 01/04/2016 and 30/06/2016. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. 10% minimum deposit. 
Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile. 25, 31 and 37 month terms. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) 
Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 









































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 7, 2016 


42DRIVETIME 




Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Red Only 3000 Miles £9, 

14 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 6000 Miles £6 : 

61 Micra 1.2 Tekna Red Only 8000 Miles £6, 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles £9, 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £27 : 

62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto Black Only 12000 Miles £11. 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey Only 12000 Miles £7 ; 

62 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue Only 13000 Miles £7, 

12 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Silver Only 14000 Miles £7, 

12 Aveo 1.3 LS Blue Only 14000 Miles £5 : 

62 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 15000 Miles £7 

62 Astra 1.6 SRI 180 Red Only 16000 Miles £8 ; 

62 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Black Only 17000 Miles £8 : 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+EGS6 Grey Only 17000 Miles £7 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Blue Only 17000 Miles £7, 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Caffe Latte Only 17000 Miles £7, 

Citroen 

59 Cl 1.0 VTR Black 44k 
10 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Grey 31 k 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21k 

63 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS6 Grey 25k 
62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS Blue 28k 

62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 35k 
10 C4G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red 37k 

59 Picasso 1.6 HDI Desire Silver 73k 

Ford 

58 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr Silver 72k 

63 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 26k 
62 Focus 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 29k 

Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue 22k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Silver 26k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Gun Metal 29k 
12 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 25k 
62 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 44k ' ( 

Renault ! ■ 

12 Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 321*^ 

60 Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Beige 23k 
57 Scenic 1.6 Dynamique Gold 35k 

. 07 Kangoo 1.6 Express Auto Red 76k 


495 

995 

495 

995 

995 

495 

695 

995 

795 

495 

995 

795 

995 

995 

295 

495 



VauxYiall 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Blue 24k £6,995 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Blue 20k £7,995 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k £7,495 

62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 37k £6,795 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Auto Blue With Topbox £6,995 

62 Astra 2.0 CDTI Black 20k £8,995 

12 Antara 2.2 CDTI Exc Auto Black 24k £10,995 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Design Bronze 27k - £8,995 

Other 

12 Audi 2.5T FSI TT RS Quattro Auto Blue 22k £29,995 

08 Kia Carens 2.0 GS Silver 33k £3,495 

58 Mazda MX5 2.0 Convertible Red 41k £6,995 

56 Mini Cooper 1.6 Silver 56k £4,495 

11 Peugeot Partner Teepee 1.6 HDI Gold 50k £6,495 

62 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Shark Grey 44k £8,795 

11 VW Polo 1.2 60 S Silver 18k £6,495 

62 VW Polo 1.2 TDI Match Grey 60k £6,995 

55 VW Passat 1.9 TDI S 105 4dr Blue 97k - £2,995 

Only 500 Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


DRIVE AWAY TODAY 



mm 



* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 

* 12 Months Parts And Labour Warranty 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles a e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 
*1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co. u k 

U#»it I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 IT P 

f Tel: 01384 75097 - 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -1 


Baleno is 
hoping to 
make mark 
in sector 

By Ed Wiseman 


Suzuki’s renaissance in the UK is gathering 
pace thanks to a new Vitara and some clev¬ 
er technology. We try an early version of the 
brand-new Baleno for size. 

The Baleno is a new car. There was briefly another Suzuki 
called Baleno in the Nineties but it was a cheap saloon that 
didn’t sell or drive particularly well. Suzuki hopes that this 
latest car to bear the Baleno name will perform considerably 
better in both respects. 

Suzuki wants to expand its efforts in the UK market. His¬ 
torically they’ve been very good at making characterful little 
4x4s like the Jimny (the current generation having been pro¬ 
duced since 1998) and perky warm hatches like the Swift 
Sport. The Swift accounts for a huge amount of its UK sales, 
but is definitely a compact car. The Baleno is bigger than the 
Swift, plonking the lesser-known model in a very competitive 
market sector. 

Visually, the Baleno is very ordinary-looking hatchback, 
with few distinctive features on the outside. You can order it 
with a snazzy paint job which changes colour depending on 
ambient lighting conditions but, assuming you’re one of the 
99 per cent of people who don’t tick that box, it’s actually 
very boring to look at. What’s more, it probably won’t age 
well - it already looks a bit dated, and it isn’t even for sale 
yet. 

The same is true of the interior. There’s a large touch¬ 
screen display with satnav, DAB and reversing camera ca¬ 
pabilities, but apart from that the inside of the Baleno looks 
like a car from several years ago. The plastics are slightly 
harsh and the layout has an old-fashioned Japanese char¬ 
acter to it - not ugly, but not interesting either. 

Buying a Suzuki is a statement. It means that you cherish 
reliability and practicality over a ‘desirable’ badge. Suzuki 
has a cult following, primarily around the Swift Sport and 
the funky little off-roader, the Jimny. But apart from that, the 
manufacturer receives little recognition in the UK. 

Legroom for passengers is good in both the front and 
the rear. There’s around 7cm more legroom in total than 
the Swift, and it’s possible to seat five adults in only slightly 
compromised comfort. With four grown men in it, the Baleno 
feels like a much larger car than it is. 

Comfortable 

In the front, a lack of storage space is evident. The glove- 
box is pint-sized and the oddment box in the centre console 
can barely accommodate a large mobile phone. Door bins 
are reasonable but won’t hold large water bottles. The seats 
are comfortable for long periods of time and all the controls 
are in the right place. 

In the rear, the slightly simplistic design continues. Bot¬ 
tom-spec cars will have wind-up windows in the rear, and 
when the windows are fully wound down there’s an incredi¬ 
bly intrusive buffeting noise and reverberation. Split-folding 
rear seats make the potential load space enormous, and 
even with the seats in place the boot is still a class-leading 
355 litres - larger than the Focus and i20. 

We drove the pre-production model, which was already 
good, but we’ve been promised continuing development 
before it is unleashed on the UK’s roads. Steering is quite 
responsive and the general handling characteristics feel like 
those of a more expensive car. 

The 1.0-litre BoosterJet engine produces a remarka¬ 
ble amount of power at low revs (roughly 90 per cent of 
its torque at just 1,500rpm) and the result is a feisty feel. 
It won’t win races or set the heart racing like a hot hatch, 
but Suzuki has managed to squeeze HObhp out of a tiny 
displacement. 

You can opt for a very ordinary five-speed manual, or an 
excellent six-speed automatic with flappy paddles. There’s 
also a 1.2-litre mild hybrid, which uses a bit of electric power 
in conjunction with a conventional engine. While this does 
bring the C02/km figure down below 100, it’s not particu¬ 
larly engaging to drive. It’s also too expensive, and even 
Suzuki expect it to account for just 10 per cent of sales. The 
1.0 with the auto box is the clear winner here. 

Exact pricing hasn’t been released yet, but the ballpark 
figures are £12,000 for the entry-level model and £14,000 for 
the top-spec. These are liable to change but £12,000 makes 
it a reasonable choice for a bargain motor and £14,000 
for the more upmarket one makes it cheaper than similar¬ 
ly-equipped competitors. Some of the basic touches, like 
an old-fashioned mechanical handbrake, are actually quite 
attractive to a lot of buyers. 

The Baleno is such an ordinary car at first glance that it’s 
hard to pick out a specific target beyond people who al¬ 
ready know (and love) Suzuki cars. But this new 1.0 Boost¬ 
erJet engine coupled to the six-speed automatic gearbox 
makes for a fun driving experience, and there’s a lot of room 
in there for humans and their possessions. The Baleno will 
certainly attract Suzuki fans who have outgrown the Swift, 
and inevitably some newcomers to the brand will be drawn 
in by this practical, no-nonsense little run-around. 































Here’s Jonny 
as Baggies 
notch late, 
late winner 

Albion 2 Stoke City 1 

PERHAPS Tony Pulis should 
tackle the problem of his toothless 
strike force by simply playing Jon¬ 
ny Evans up front. 

The Northern Irishman has al¬ 
ready proved he can play pretty 
much anywhere else on the pitch, 
and in this game he could have 
had three goals in the opening 15 
minutes. 

He spurned the best chance of 
the first half, sliding in at the back 
post and diverting a flick-on from 
centre-back partner Gareth McAu- 
ley into the side netting from just 
two yards out. But he made no 
mistake from the same distance 
when it really mattered in the 
92nd minute. 

Evans’ versatility and his calm¬ 
ing influence on the ball should 
not be downplayed. 

But he wasn’t the only man in 
blue and white who impressed. 
Stephane Sessegnon was superb 
against Newcastle and was just as 
impressive here, unceremoniously 
blasting past Jack Butland for the 
opener. 

Because of the goal, Sessegnon’s 
performance overshadowed James 
Morrison’s, but the Scotland inter¬ 
national was equally masterful. 

Both players are out of contract 
in the summer and, based on this 
performance, that needs to be rec¬ 
tified quickly. 

Stoke came to The Hawthorns 
full of confidence and swollen with 
praise, but their deadly front three 
never really got going. 

Everyone knows Pulis’s teams 
are drilled defensively but it’s 
something special to nullify Stoke, 
a forward line which tore Man¬ 
chester United, Manchester City 
and Everton to shreds. 


Ellis moved 
to tears by 
Villa’s plight 

FORMER Villa supremo Doug Ellis 
admits the club’s current plight has 
moved him to tears. 

But the 92-year-old insists he does 
not regret selling up to American 
billionaire Randy Lerner in 2006. 

Villa’s former owner revealed he 
is coming to terms with their ‘inev¬ 
itable’ relegation following the 3-1 
loss to Sunderland. 

Ellis, who was club chairman for 
31 years, said: “Relegation is inev¬ 
itable now and any tears are now 
rather than at a specific time. 

“To me I sold to a good man in 
Randy Lerner. I put blood, sweat 
and toil into the club but I won’t be 
surprised we are relegated. It will 
be a very sad day when we are no 
longer in the Premier League.” 

Promising striker Callum Robin¬ 
son has joined Preston North End 
on loan until the end of the season. 


Yozza arrows in on BDO success 



Jamie Hughes of Tipton is looking to progress 


TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes is in the 
second round of the BDO World 
Championship for successive tour¬ 
naments after a whitewash win at 
Lakeside on Monday night, writes 
Craig Birch. 

He was taking on Latvian thrower 
Madars Razma last night (Wednes¬ 
day) after removing Scotland’s Ross 
Montgomery 3-0 in straight sets, 
with the BT Sport cameras rolling 
live. 

It was a real slow burner, though, 
and missed doubles were common¬ 


place but it was Hughes who landed 
when it mattered most. The 29-year- 
old took the sets 3-2 in the first and 
third affairs, with a 3-0 whitewash 
in the second before a furious Mont¬ 
gomery gave up and folded. 

‘Yozza’ kept his cool to prevail, 
with Montgomery putting his coat 
on and leaving Frimley Green in a 
huff soon after the match. 

Hughes, who landed two 180s en 
route, said: “We both should have 
done a lot better. 

“Maybe we showed a bit too much 


respect for each other, we started 
badly and neither of us could snap 
out of it. Darts is an easy game when 
you’re playing well, but I found it 
very difficult up there. It was frus¬ 
trating.” 

There appeared to be tension be¬ 
tween the two when they returned 
after the break, due to Hughes’ tap¬ 
ping Montgomery on the back of the 
head in friendly fashion as they left 
the stage. 

But Hughes insisted: “I get on 
well with Ross, he’s a great guy.” 


Gil has dedicated 


33 years to club 



In the changing room, club volunteer and secretary Gilbert Preece, of Darlaston 


AFTER dedicating the best part of 
33 years to Darlaston Town 1874 FC 
secretary Gilbert Preece is not in any 
hurry to call it a day. 

The 72-year-old was an ever-present over 
three decades at the club’s former City 
Ground home. 

And has maintained his dedication to the 
cause since Town reformed in 2013 and moved 
to a new Bentley base. 

After years of sterling service, Preece reveals 
he has the next generation at heart when mak¬ 
ing the five-minute trip down the road to the 
ground and takes pride in creating a better fu¬ 
ture for local youngsters. 

But he also recalls a time when he was the 
next generation, standing as a youngster amid a 
buzzing crowd of more than 1,000 when the club 
competed strongly in the old Birmingham & Dis¬ 
trict League before it became the West Midlands 
Regional League ahead of the 1962/63 season. 

“My grandfather introduced me to Wolves and 
I became a fan and I have been ever since,” Gil¬ 
bert confessed. 

Remember 

“But I remember being part of that crowd in 
the ‘50s when Darlaston were a strong side. 

“The football club was for the working bloke. 
It was their outlet for the day. Back in those 
times there wasn’t as much going on and the 
club was really appreciated by the community.” 

Preece, who was born in West Bromwich and 
grew up in Wednesbury, owes much to local foot¬ 
ball in shaping his working career. 

The former Kings Hill Primary School student 
officiated at Football League level for nine years, 
including running the line in the first ever tele¬ 
vised FA Cup game at Hillsborough in front of 
45,000 and overseeing an Olympic qualifier be¬ 
tween West Germany and Portugal in Bremen. 

“I went from being a junior referee, to a class 
one ref, to then being promoted to the West Mid¬ 
lands League. 

“I made a supplementing list and then a pool 
list before being made a Football League official 
in the 1970s and right up to when I finished after 
the 1983/84 season. 

“As a Football League official back then you 
covered all bases and had the best of both worlds. 

“I remember being the linesman for an FA 


Cup quarter-final between Everton and Tottenham 
Hotspur and the next Friday night I was doing a game 
at Crewe where there were about 600 there.” 

And it was after hanging up his boots and whistle 
that Preece decided to give back to the community and 
‘commit’, as he puts it, to Darlaston Town. 

He’s overseen a change of grounds, the gates being 
locked on the club numerous times, and many a tale 
he admits ‘unsuitable’ for print, but it is giving local 
youngsters a chance to play that drives him on. 


“Once I’d committed it would take a great deal for 
me to stop,” he said. “I won’t stop. So long as I’ve got 
my health, I won’t stop. It’s about making the future 
better for the next generation, ensuring that they’ve 
got somewhere to go and play. 

“The club has a lovely new base at Bentley with real 
potential. I’ve seen the good and the bad times. 

“Hopefully they’ll all be good now.” 

The support of chairman Neil Chambers also en¬ 
courages the current club secretary. 


Campbell 
on his Way 
thanks to 
Yeovil loan 

ALBION academy striker Tahvon 
Campbell made his debut on loan 
at League Two Yeovil Town last 
weekend. 

Campbell, who turns 19 on Sun¬ 
day, came on for the last 17 min¬ 
utes to help the Glovers beat York 
City 1-0, their first league win 
since September 19. 

The young striker’s month-long 
loan was announced before the 
game, and he made a good impres¬ 
sion on the Yeovil fans during Sat¬ 
urday’s win at Hush Park. 

Albion head coach Tony Pulis 
said: “We want our academy play¬ 
ers - and we’ve started to do it - to 
get out and play football. 

“We don’t want them to be 
stuck in academy football at 20 or 
19, we want them to be out. 

“You have to chip away at this 
because it’s been ingrained over 
such a period of time that kids 
have got to stay together. 

“They’ve got to be part of your 
philosophy and this that and the 
other, whereas I’m a great believer 
they should be out testing them¬ 
selves as early as possible and that 
is important.” 

Yeovil manager Darren Way 
said: “We have been keeping an 
eye on Tahvon at West Brom for 
a while now. 

“I have watched him play a num¬ 
ber of times and he is everything 
we are looking for in a striker.” 

Meanwhile, 19-year-old defend¬ 
ers Shaun Donnellan and George 
Cleet have both joined Worcester 
City in National League North on 
a month’s loan. 

Another youngster, 16-year-old 
striker Tyler Roberts, was named 
among Pulis’s substitutes for the 
Baggies 2-1 Premier League win 
over Stoke City last weekend. 
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Defender out 
to down old 
boss Smith 

EX-ALBION defender Paul Down¬ 
ing has promised Walsall will not be 
distracted by the hype of facing for¬ 
mer boss Dean Smith in the FA Cup. 

Saturday’s third round clash sees 
the Saddlers take on their former 
manager who swapped the Banks’s 
Stadium for Griffin Park just six 
weeks ago. 

Yet Downing insists the players 
are not fazed by meeting their for¬ 
mer boss. 

“I am looking forward to seeing 
him but most importantly we want 
to keep going in the cup - the game 
is a great occasion for us to showcase 
our ability,” he said. 

“Everyone is looking forward to 
going down there. Afterwards it will 
be nice to see him and (assistant 
boss) Richard O’Kelly. But when the 
game kicks off, we will concentrat¬ 
ing on trying to win.” 


Final whistle 



THE ONLY READ 


FOR REAL FANS 


EVERY MONDAY 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


$is Worn Slkuipps 

TUA WMLTT GRILL & RESTAURANT 


150 Seat 
restaurant. 

We also have a 
private function/ 
family/dining 
room available 
for up to 35 
people where you 
can enjoy a get 
together. 



EXCELLENT NEW MENU 

AVAILABLE WITH AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF MAIN DISHES 
AND SIDES AND GREAT SPECIAL OFFERS 


• Any chicken curry from £3.95 (Balti/madras/jalrefzi/massala) 

• All lamb curries £4.95 • Vegetarian favourites from £1.95 


SPIT ROAST GRILLED CHICKEN NOW AVAILABLE 


CARLING £1.99 


TO ENJOY A DELECTABLE 
AND DELIGHTFUL DINING EXPERIENCE, PLEASE BOOK 
YOUR TABLE OR BANQUETING ROOM 

BY CALLING 0121 525 2769 

EAT IN FROM 12.30PM - 9PM (Offers apply Sun-Fri) 

89 High Street, West Bromwich, B70 6NZ 
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Gil dedicates 33 
years to one club 
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Sights set on 
darts success 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Foster has 
chance for 
big cup tie 

TONY PULIS wants to play Ben Foster 
in Saturday’s FA Cup match against 
Bristol City - but has denied any in¬ 
terest in signing Arsenal right-back 
Mathieu Debuchy. 

Foster has been out since March with 
a knee injury, but the goalkeeper played 
45 minutes behind closed doors for Albi¬ 
on’s under-21s this week. 

He then trained with the first team 
and head coach Pulis is keen to give him 
minutes in the third round tie at The 
Hawthorns. 

“He played 45 minutes, did really well, 
and then came down and trained with 
us for about an hour and 20 minutes, so 
he’s ready to go,” said Pulis. 

“I’m seriously thinking of trying to 
get him involved Saturday in some way 
shape or form. 

“I’ll speak to the medical people first, 
but personally I’d like to get him in¬ 
volved.” 

Foster damaged his anterior cruciate 
ligament against Stoke last March be¬ 
fore suffering a setback to his recovery 
in September. 

Returning now gives the 32-year-old 
enough time to try and earn a place in 
the Albion team ahead of the European 
Championships this summer. Pulis reck¬ 
ons his absence has gone unjustly unno¬ 
ticed. 

“I don’t think people have given us 
any grace in respect of losing an England 
goalkeeper,” said the Welshman. “We’ve 
done all of what we’ve done (this season) 
without an England goalkeeper.” 

Meanwhile, Serge Gnabry’s imminent 
return to Arsenal seemed to have paved 
the way for Debuchy to join on loan, but 
Pulis categorically denied being inter¬ 
ested in the French full-back. 

“I’ve not said a word to Arsenal and 
Arsenal have not said a word to me, so 
that’s a definite no,” he said. 

Parent club guns 
for the return of 
on loan Gnabry 

ARSENAL want to recall Serge Gnabry 
early from his season-long loan at The 
Hawthorns. 

Gnabry is understood to have gone 
back to North London, but the two clubs 
are still tying up the details of his return. 

Albion currently pay the German’s 
wages and have agreed to do so until the 
end of the season. 

But Arsenal want their winger to be 
playing matches, and are reportedly 
keen to loan him out again to a Cham¬ 
pionship club. 

Gnabry made just one Premier League 
appearance for Albion, coming on for 12 
minutes against Chelsea back in August. 

He’s failed to impress Tony Pulis in 
training, and has been unable to make 
the match day squad, appearing on the 
bench just once in the last 13 league 
games. 

Gnabry has been largely consigned to 
a role in the under-21s this season. 

Meanwhile, Hull City have denied 
Albion have made a bid for Egyptian 
winger Ahmed Elmohamady. The Tigers 
say there has been no bid for the 28-year- 
old. 


Baggies could be Rolan out welcome mat 
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Bordeaux striker Diego Rolan 


ALBION have been linked with a 
January bid for promising young 
Bordeaux striker Diego Rolan. 

The Uruguay international has 
caught the eye of several Premier 
League clubs in the past, including 
Villa and Newcastle. 

The Baggies are the latest club 
believed to be keeping tabs on the 
22-year-old, should they need to re¬ 
place Saido Berahino. 

Rolan is a slight, pacy forward 
with four goals in 15 internationals. 
Although he only has four goals for 


Football 


Bordeaux this season, last season he 
bagged 16 in 38 games. 

But Albion need to ship out play¬ 
ers before they can bring any in. 

Head coach Tony Pulis said: “The 
football club has been run in a very 
sensible way in respects of finances 
and the way everything’s been put 
together. 

“So you have to balance the books 
off and make sure that things are 


done in a way that if we’re bringing 
players in, players have to leave.” 

Albion have also joined the chase 
for a 19-year-old Colombian wonder- 
kid, it is understood. 

Mateo Cardona has attracted in¬ 
terest from European clubs such as 
Benfica, Monaco and Real Betis, but 
his preferred move is to the Premier 
League. 

Pulis is believed to be interested 
in signing the creative midfielder - 
who currently plays for Envigado in 
Colombia’s top tier. 



TONY Pulis is celebrating a 
year in charge at the Baggies 

- and the head coach believes 
his side are more than capable 
of establishing themselves in 
the top 10. 

It’s been a busy year for Pulis, both 
on and off the field. 

The 57-year-old became a granddad 
for the second time in 2015 and the 
Welshman is lapping it up. 

A year into the job, Pulis has saved the Baggies 
from relegation, reached the FA Cup quarter-fi¬ 
nals, dealt with tricky situations involving Saido 
Berahino and James McClean, and beaten Chel¬ 
sea, Manchester United and Arsenal. But he’s 
clamouring for more. 

“I think the club is a top 10 club,” he says. “A 
top 10 club that can go to cup finals. Europe is 
not out of bounds. 

“The club is as good as any other club if you 
take out the seven that spend an absolute fortune 
on their wage bills.” 

So - apart from the birth of his granddaughter 

- what was his high point of the last 12 months? 

“Getting the points that enabled us to be safe,” 

he says. 

Exceptional 

“I know people talk about the Chelsea game 
and the exceptional performances away from 
home in that run. We played really well and got 
some great results, won at Manchester United. 
But getting the points.” 

Now the club is stable, Pulis is trying to build 
something lasting at the Baggies. 

“The focus was on staying up and trying to 
keep the team in the league,” he said. “We man¬ 
aged to achieve that. 

“This season it was a slow start but I think 
we’ve picked up some momentum as we’ve gone 
on. If we can get over the line this year I’ve really 
got high hopes for the club to push forward.” 

“The quality and the talent in the academy is 
exceptional. 

“But there’s certain aspects I’m not over-en¬ 
amoured with and certain things I’d like to 
change, because you can’t waste that talent.” 


CAN BE 
- PULIS 


Good Evans! Jonny on target 
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Jonny Evans tucks home the injury-time winner to give Albion all three points 


JONNY Evans was on the spot to grab Albion’s 
winner against boss Tony Pulis’s former side 
Stoke City. 

Evans’ late winner gave the Baggies back-to- 
back wins and took his side up to 12th place in 
the Premier League. 


In-form Stephane Sessegnon had given Al¬ 
bion a second half lead, but the Potters looked 
to have rescued a point with a Jon Walters lev¬ 
eller with 10 minutes to go. Then came Evans’ 
last-gasp winner. 

• Report - Page 43 


Berahino in 
bad books 
over lateness 

TONY PULIS has confirmed Saido Be- 
rahino’s public dressing down before 
the Newcastle game was over persistent 
lateness. 

But Albion’s head coach says the 
22-year-old is not a ‘bad lad’, just prone 
to lapses of judgment. 

With the January transfer window 
now open, the Baggies boss confirmed 
that ‘the club would love to keep’ Be¬ 
rahino, but he didn’t reveal whether he 
would. 

Before victory over Newcastle, Pulis 
said the striker was ‘lucky’ to be on the 
bench, but refused to divulge why. Now 
confirming it was because the forward 
kept showing up late to training ses¬ 
sions, Pulis said: “The important thing 
is he recognises that the other 24 players 
are turning up on time. 

“He just lapses, it’s not because he’s a 
bad lad or anything,” said Pulis. 

“It’s just the way he is, it’s just him 
growing up and recognising it’s about 
the group and about the team, and the 
football club.” 

Assistant head coach Dave Kemp, 
meanwhile, claims Berahino has ‘wasted 
half a season’. 

Kemp said Berahino’s mentality has 
not been right since the deal to Spurs 
fell through in the summer. 

“He has allowed it to shift his focus,” 
said Kemp. “He has wasted half a season 
of his career and you can’t get that back. 

“It’s a missed opportunity. He could 
have gone onto another level because he 
was in the England squad a year ago.” 

Berahino scored 20 goals last season 
and was hot property in the summer. 

Kemp said: “If he’d played as well this 
season as he did in the past he would 
probably have had his pick of any team 
in Europe. He needs to get back to doing 
what he does best which is playing foot¬ 
ball.” 

Sessegnon'sform 
may lead to deal 

STEPHANE Sessegnon’s consistent 
form for Albion could win him a contract 
extension at the club. 

The 31-year-old winger is one of five 
first-team players whose deals run out 
at the end of this season. 

The Benin international was thrown 
in for a home game against Sunderland 
and hasn’t looked back. After several 
eye-catching performances, he could 
now he could be in line for a new deal. 

Head coach Tony Pulis said: “We’ve 
got four or five again this year who are 
in the same situation. 

“The contractual and financial situa¬ 
tion will be controlled by the chairman.” 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, January 7,2016 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



STUDY pack 


OPEN EVENT 


The fastest growing FE college in Birmingham and the Black Country 


100% pass rates in 20 different A Levels 


91 % of A Level students got straight into university 


Active links with hundreds of regional businesses 


r @ THE NEW 
CAREERS 
COLLEGE FOR 
SANDWELL 
AND WEST 
BIRMINGHAM 


A focus on achievement and award-winning student support 


Free bus travel for all full-time 16-18 year-olds 


Easy bus connections across the region from West Bromwich bus station 


100% pass rates in 65 full-time courses for 16-18 year-olds 


SATURDA 

Central Campus, 


I TD Or' 1 ''*' vupet Bromwich 

Sandwell College, Spon Lane, West bro 


financial support and free meal 

for Disadvantaged Students T | E S 

free and subsidised ACTIVITIES, 
TRIPS AND 


MEGA 


Sandwell College 

West Bromwichi 


See website for conditions and details. 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 0800 622 006 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 


id Skills inspection report published 
2014, Inspection Number: 434083. 
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Jamie 

Made it happen with 
an apprenticeship 

Now: Customer Team 



Manager for the AA 

“I strongly believe the 
apprenticeship has 
given me the skills and 
knowledge to be able to 
work within a customer 
service environment, 
and this has helped me 
gain my management 
position.” 



Keenia 

Made it happen 
with Central 
Sixth 

AAA - English 
Language & 
Literature, Art & 
Design, Media 
Studies 

Now: Studying 
English with 
Creative Writing at 
the University of 
Birmingham 



Denise 

Made it happen 
with Photography 

Now: Official 
photographer for 
London Fashion 
Week and the 
London Marathon 

“I never expected to 
be where I am today. 
I’m covering events 
that I used to only 
see on TV!” 



A*AA- 

Biology, 

Maths, 

Chemistry 


Now - 
Studying 
Medicine 
at the 

University of 
Birmingham 


mm 


“I had always loved acting 
but didn’t know how to 
make a career of it. It 
was only when I went to 
Sandwell College that they 
spoke to me about drama 
school and funding ideas 
that it opened my eyes to 
it being a possibility.” 


Alice 


Made it 
happen with 
Central Sixth 


A*AC - 
Geography 
Biology, 
Chemistry 


Now - 
Studying 
Biology at 
Lancaster 
University 


Umqua 


Made it happen with 
Business Studies 


Now: Received 5 university 
offers, including 3 offers 
from Aston University to 
study International Business 
Business and International 
Relations, and Business 
Management and Public 
Policy 


“I was so pleased to get 
so many offers. I got 13 
distinctions which definitely 
helped.” 


MAKE IT 
HAPPEN 


Pavanjit 


Made it 

happen 

with 

Central 

Sixth 


Amy 

Made it happen with 
Performing Arts 

Now: A West End and 


Made it happen 
with Engineering 


Now: Employed by Hyder 
Consulting, the company 
behind Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and the world’s 
tallest building, Burj Khalifa, 
in Dubai 


“My diploma at Sandwell 
College has given me the 
skills and knowledge I need 
to progress in my career and 
get me my position here.” 


National Theatre artist 


Kieran 


Nisha 


Made it happen 
with Dental 
Nursing 


Now: In her final 
year of a dentistry 
degree at Aston 
University 


“I started my future 
career by working 
as a college dental 
nursing apprentice 
and completing my 
A Levels. I’m now 
on my way to doing 
what I always 
wanted.” 
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XH^PRElStK^SH^ 


Tom Smallman 
- former 
automotive 
apprentice - 
now working 
i on the Mark 

2 Jaguar at 
| restoration 


apprentice at 
college - now 
portal application 
analyst at 

world-renowned 

CapGemini. 


dental nursing 
apprentice 
- now in 
final year 
of dentistry 
degree 
at Aston 
University. 


Hammond 

- joined the 
AA as an 
apprentice 

- front line 
manager by 
age of 21. 


specialists CMC. 


TEL0121667 5018 


future 

SKILLS 


Bricklaying 


\tehicle Body Repair - 

Ve hicle Refinishing _ 

Warehousing and Sto rag 

Painting^ndDec^atirig 


Carpentry 


Engineering 


Fitted Interiors 


p.iciness Administrat ion 

Childcare _ 

Customer Service _ 

Dental Nursing _ 


R..itdinci Maintenance 


Plastering 


Team Leading 


Sandwell YOUR BUSINESS COLLEGE 
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FUTURE 

SKILLS 

8ANDWELL 



c o L L 


E G E 


APPRENTICESHIP VACANCIES 
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND 

THE STARTING POINT FOR YOUR CAREER 


Bricklaying 


Light Vehicle Mechanics 


Business Administration 

Mechanical, Electrical, Trim (MET) 

Carpentry 

Painting & Decorating 

Childcare 

Pharmacy Technician 

Customer Service 

Plastering 

Dental Nursing 

Team Leading 

Engineering 

Vehicle Body Repair 

Hairdressing 

Vehicle Refinishing 

Health and Social Care 

Warehousing and Storage 


Hospitality 


SPRINGBOARD 


COURSES 


THESE ARE 6-WEEK SPRINGBOARD COURSES THAT 
OFFER A £50 BURSARY TO YOUNGSTERS WHO WANT 
A CHANGE OR A FRESH START 


Hairdressing and Barbering 

Construction Skills _ 

Sport _ 

Automotive Engineering 
Health Care and Child Care 


Business 


Computing 


Go on to a full college course or 
apprenticeship _ 


ADULTS - APPLY NOW FOR 


JANUARY START! 


IELTS - English for Academic 
Purposes, (Cambridge) part time, days 
or evenings _ 


f BATHROOMS ^ 
r ON A BUDGET ^ 

COST £75 

4 TUESDAY EVENINGS 

STARTING 12.1.16 

Week 1 Renovating tiling 
Week 2 Silicon & Sealing 
Week 3 Painting preparation 
L Week 4 Painting f inishing A 



IELTS - SELT (Secure English Language 
Test) Life Skills B1, Entry Level 3, part 
time, days _ 

Drawing, 10 weeks, 3 hours a week, 
£200 _ 

Intermediate Photography _ 

Health and Social Care Apprenticeships 

Beginners/Intermediate/Advanced 
Spreadsheets/Databases/Word _ 

Award in Practical Spanish, Entry Level 
2 (ABC Awards), part time, evenings 

Bathrooms on a Budget, £75 _ 

Floristry _ 


Craft - card making, cracker making, 
jewellery making, introduction to 
knitting or crochet, painting _ 

Indian Head Massage _ 

Introduction to Reflexology _ 

Essential oils for the home or for 
making bath salts or creating perfumes 

Health and Nutrition _ 

Health and Nutrition for Sports 
Enthusiasts _ 

Baking on a Budget - cake making 



SCHOOL LEAVERS - APPLY NOW FOR 




A Levels 

Cricket Academy 

Music Performance 

Airline Passenger 
Services Agents 

Animal Care 

Dog Grooming 

Engineering 

ESOL 

Multimedia Design, 
Graphics, Imaging 
and Animation 

Art & Design 

Fashion 

Multimedia 

Programming 

Automotive Mechanics 

Automotive Body 

Repair 

Football Academy 

Foundation Learning 

Painting & Decorating 

Performing Arts 

Barbering 

GCSEs - English, ICT, 

Photography 

Plastering 

Beauty Therapy 

Mathematics, Science 

Hairdressing 

Hair & Media Make-up 

Business Studies 

Plumbing 

Cabin Crew 

Public Services - 
Uniformed 

Carpentry & Joinery 

Childcare 

Health and Social Care 

IT Users iTQ/ 
Administration 

Sports Studies 

Computer Games 

Manufacturing 

Supported Learning 

Design 

Engineering 


Computing 

Motorsports 

Tiling 

Construction 

Multi-skills 

Engineering 

Travel & Tourism 

Musical Theatre 

Web Design 

SCHOOL LEAVERS - apply now for 


■IANUARY START! 


THESE ARE FAST TRACK COURSES THAT RUN 
JANUARY TO JULY 

Computing Subsidiary Diploma, Level 3 _ 

Business Subsidiary Diploma, Level 3 _ 

Acting or Dance Subsidiary Diploma, Level 3 _ 

ESOL 


Central Campus, 

Sandwell College, 

1 Spon Lane, 

West Bromwich 
B70 6AW 

www.sandwell.ac.uk 
0800 622 006 RATED good by ofsted 





































